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Abstract:Inthisconversation,wediscussOtemaeUniversity'sgroundbreakingeducationalplatform,

C-PLATS.Wediscussthewaysinwhichaportfolio-basedlearningsystemcanbeintegratedintotheclassroom

andthewaysinwhichsuchasystempromotesstudentparticipation.Thenotebooksystemraisesstudent

awarenessandengagementwiththematerial.Ultimately,itpromotesindependentthinking,problem-solving

abilities,andmotivationforlearning.Inourconversation,wetalkabouttechniquesweusewiththeportfolio

system,itsplaceinOtemae'seducationalphilosophy,andthesuccesseswehavehadwithitinourclasses.
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要約

以下の記録文は、大手前大学の先駆的教育方法であるc-PLArsを 題材 として話 し合われた対話の

ま とめである。ポー トフォリオに基づいた学習システムが、講義においてどのよ うに取 り込まれてい

るか、またこのシステムが学生の授業参加 を促 していることについて、見てい くことにする。またこ

れにより学生が教材をより深 く理解することも可能 となる。その結果、最終的には学生たちが自立的

思考や問題解決能力を習得す ることになる。この対話においては大手前大学の教育方針の中でどのよ

うに本システムを利用するかについて、また講義 内での成功事例についても述べ られている。

キ ー ワー ド:C-PLATS、 ポ ー トフ ォ リオ シ ス テ ム 、 学 生 の授 業 参 加

Introduction

Kathryn:TodaywearegoingtotalkabouttheC-PLATS(competencyplatforms)wehavehere

atOtemaeandhowweconnectittoproblem-basedlearningintheclassroom.Wewillgoingtocover

thedifferentbasesthatC-PLATSworkstobuild:analysisandcreativity,planningandpresentation,

actionandsocialresponsibility,communication,logicalthinking,andteamworkandleadership

(Ashihara,2011).Problem-basedlearningworkswellwiththissystem,asitisastudent-centered,

process-orientedclassroomtechniquethatmakestheclassroommoredialogic.Theclassisdrivenby

open-endedquestionsthatstudentsmustanswerontheirown.Studentsshouldreachconsensus,but

theycanworkattheirownlevelsandapproachtheproblemcreativelyintheirownway.Theself一

注Theself-learningportfbliosystemdescribedinthisarticleisdrawninpartfromanarticlethatwillappearin

PASAA:AJournalofLanguageTeachingandLearningbyCarlson(2015).
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learningsystemshouldserveastherecordoftheirjourneytowardsthesolutionoftheirproblem

(Hmelo-Silver,2004).Thus,inourclasses,eachlessonisstructuredaroundaproblemorquestionthat

studentsresolvetogether.Onetechniqueweusetorecordstudentprogressisanotebookorportfolio

system.Now,wewouldliketobeclearthatthisisanin-class,paper-basedportfolio.Inmycase,it

isacollectionofworksheetsandassignments,butstudentscanalsouseadiary-stylenotebook.The

portfoliowefocusonhere,then,isdifferentfromthecampus-wide,cloudportfoliosystemintroduced

inthisjournal,althoughbothportfoliosystemsdrawonthesamestudent-centered,problemand

ability-basededucationalphilosophies(Ashiharaeta1,2015).

Gordon:Theself-learningportfolioissimplyanameforanotebookorsomekindoffilesystem

ourstudentsuse.It'skindofarecordofwhattheyindependentlylearn.Thatalsomeansthenotebook

orportfolioshouldbepersonalized,somethingindividualtoeachstudent.Thereasonitisbestto

usesomekindofportfolio,orbook,isbecausethestudentshavesomethingmaterialtoholdintheir

hands.It'snotjustagadgetsuchasani-padori-phone.Compilinganactualbookislikeleavingones

footprintsonatrail‐thereisavisiblelogofhowfaronehastraveled.Despitealltheuser-friendly

andpopulartechnologythatwefindthesedays,moststudiespublishedsincetheearly1990sconfirm

earlierconclusions:paperstillhasadvantagesoverscreens(Ferris,2013).Maintainingarealbookhas

aprofoundeffectonhowtheykeepit,howtheytakecareofit,howtheyuseit.SoIencouragepeople

topersonalizeit,makeittheirown,designitthewaytheylikeit,putsomeartworkinit,whatever

theylike.Bydoingso,theyformaportfoliothatisfamiliartothemasafavoritepairofjeans,

psychologicallysettingthestageforqualitycontenttobecomposedinside.

Kathryn:Iagreethatthematerialityisveryimportant,althoughIuseworksheets.Itdoesn'thave

tonecessarilybepersonal,butfamiliaritywiththeformisanimportantpartoftheprocess.Thusifyou

haveastandardformatworksheet,thatworkswell.

Gordon:Right.ThepointIwouldliketomakehereisthatitisimportantthattheworksheetsat

leastbeputtogetherinsomekindofsystemsothestudent'sworkisnotdisorganized.Theyneedto

keeptrackofwhattheydo.Whenit'sallcompiledinanorderlyfashion,theyhavesomethingtolook

backonandreferto.

Kathryn:Absolutely.Assessmentcanbeatrickysubjectinproblem-basedlearning(PBL).

Constantfeedbackfromboththeinstructorandtheirpeersisnecessary,butself-evaluationisan

importantpartoftheprocessaswell.Theabilitytohaveanotebookorfolderofclassworktolook

backonisacornerstoneofproblem-basedlearning,asstudentscanlookbackandassesstheirown

progress(Bridges,1996).Ashihara,HataandMasadatouchontheimportanceofself-evaluationfor

OtemaeStudentsintheirarticle,andwedoself-assessment.Nowlet'slookatthecomponentsofthe

self-learningportfolio,whetheritbeworksheetsornotebooks.

Gordon:WeusePBLasthefoundationofourEFLclassesatOtemaeUniversity.Oneofthe

outcomesweexpectisincreasedlanguageability.Tothisend,weencouragelanguagedevelopment
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aspartofthepreparationprocess.Eachclassiscenteredaroundareadingassignmentorsomethingto

research.ItcouldbefromtheInternet,atext,oranarticlethatweprovide,buttheyneedtoworkonit

outsideofclass.Theissuespresentedinthehomeworkaretheproblemsfortheclasstoaddress.Now,

thiscandependontheclassortheteacher,butpersonally,Iaskthestudentstostarttheirportfolio

writingwithtenormorenewwordsorphrasesthattheypickedupfromthereading.

Kathryn:Thebasetextcanalsobefromavideoclip,amovie,orasong.1'veusednewspapers,

musicandvideoswiththissystem.Buttheremustbeabasetextthatallstudentsreference.Andfrom

thatbasetexttheygoaheadandpickout,asyousaid,newwordsorphrases.

Gordon:ThereasonwhyIaskthemtopickwordsoutindependentlyisbecauseteacher-

selectedvocabularyplaceskindofaceilingonhowstudentsareabletoprogress(Haggard,1986).

Andmorecompetentstudentsmightalreadyknowwordsthatless-competentstudentsstrugglewith

it.It'seasytoassume,therefore,thathigher-levellearnerswillexertlesseffortintheclassthansome

oftheircounterpartswhowranglewiththematerial.Thebalanceinworkandeffortseemsunfair.

Somekindofequivalenceisachieved,however,whenmoreproficientstudentsindependentlychoose

themostambitiouswordsinthetextwhilelower-levelaspirantsprefereasier,higher-frequency

wordsjusttocomprehendthetext.Ifleadingstudentsalreadyunderstandallofthewordsinthe

text,they'restillabletoselectkeywordsandpracticetheminvariousformsandcontexts.They`re

chargedwithwritingoriginalsentences,oftenchangingnoun,adjective,andverbformsofthewords

thattheychoose.Throughthisprocess,wordsthattheyoncemerelyunderstoodactuallybecome

usedandinternalized.Inanutshell,higherassumptionisplacedonmoreadvancedstudentswhile

strugglersworktothebesttotheirabilities.Infact,it'softenthecasethatthehigher-levelstudents

endupdevotingthegreatestamountoftimeintotheirassignments.Thiscannothappenifallofthe

vocabularyiseitherbookorteacher-selected.

Kathryn:Itisalsoworthnotingthatdespitedifferentlevels,almosteverystudentwillhaveat

leastonewordincommon,maybetwo.Thus,youcanstilldovocabularyexercisestogetherbasedon

wordsincommonevenifstudentlevelsaredifferent.

Gordon:Veryimportant,becauseitgivesmorereinforcementwiththewordsthatthey'relearning.

Somepeoplemightthinkit'sriskytogivethemsuchindependence,butwhenyougivestudentsthe

abilitytoexercisetheirownjudgment,theystarttogrowastheteacherbecomesafacilitatorof

learningratherthananimparterofknowledge.Thisenableslearnerstomakeinformeddecisionsabout

howtomovetheirlearningforwardandmakebetterchoices.Withself-assessmentstudentsnolonger

havetodependontheteachertotellthemwhattheyneedtodonext(Farrell,Thomas&Jacobs,

2001).Thestudentstakesomeoftheleadintheirlearninginsteadofateacherorbookdispensing

vocabulary.Thisisnottosaytheyhavetotalfreedominthewordstheyuse;Ihaveafewcriteria.First

isthatthechosenwordsmustberelevanttothetextandthemeaningcontained.Second,thewordsare

preferablyusefulandapplicabletoeverydayuse,andthird,choicesshouldgenerallybeappropriate
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tothelevelofthestudents.

Kathryn:Iworkinasimilarway.SometimesIgivemystudentsabsolutelynolimitsorguides

astowhattheycanpickforvocabulary,butsometimesifthestudentsdoneedguidance,Irequire

thattheychoose,forexample,atleastoneadjective,oratleastonephrasalverb.Thentheymust

payattentiontothepartsofspeechandhowthewordsareused.Thisallowsstudentstoengagewith

vocabularyinavarietyofdifferentways‐fromhavingitverystructuredtogivingstudentsabsolutely

nolimits.

Thebeginningoftheportfoliosystemiswordsandphrases.Thenextpartistoaskstudentsto

usethewordsinanoriginalsentence.Thathelpsthemtoreinforcethevocabulary.Ioftenhavethem

writesentencesontheboardinclasstoo,andwecorrectthemtogether.

Gordon:1'vebeencriticizedforhavingthemwriteoriginalsentencesbecausetheymighttake

thewordsoutofcontext.However,Ifindthatasstudentscometogetherinclassandsharetheir

sentencesandwords,theytendtocorrecteachother,whichisstudentteaching.Bysharinginpairs

orsmallgroups,thewordsarefortifiedratherthanweakened.Studentsdeepentheirinternalizationas

theydiscusstheirselectionsandsentenceswiththeircounterpartsinclass.Inessence,theyactually

adviseeachotheronthevocabularythattheyhaveacquiredthroughtheirownresearchandthought

processes.Throughtheactofteaching,studentsgettoconsolidatewhattheyhavelearned,which

leadstoadeeperunderstandingoftheideastobetaught(King,2002).

Kathryn:Thenextpartoftheportfolioispickingthemainpointsfromthebasetext.Whatis

theauthorordirectorofthebasetexttryingtodemonstrateorshowinthatparticularsectionorarticle

welookedat?Fornewspaperarticlesthisistypicallyfairlyeasy,andyoucanaskstudentstopickout

severalmainpoints.Amovie,oraliterarywork,orasong,canbemoresubjective.Iaskthemwhat

theythinkthatthesongisabout,orwhat'simportantaboutitratherthanwhatisamainpoint.

Aftertheyarticulatewhattheythinkarethemainpoints,thethirdpartofthenotebooksystemis

towritetheiropinionsaboutwhattheyread.Ithinkthatnaturallybuildingonthemainpointsofthe

textandlearningtoformulatewhatyouthinkaboutisanimportantskill,andonethatdoesn'tcome

naturallytoowithinanycontext.Inasense,thisispartofthepedagogicalscaffoldingembeddedin

thisPBLprocess.

Thefinalpartofthisself-learningportfolioisaskingstudentstopreparethreequestionstoask

othersinclass‐questionsthatarebasedon,butnotabout,thematerial.Hereisanexamplefroma

courseIteachcalledEnglishinMedia(Figure1).Inthisclass,welookatthewayJapaneseculture

andsocietyisrepresentedinEnglish-languagemedia.IadaptedthetextfromaGuardiannewspaper

articleaboutthedarkhistoryofapopulartouristdestination(Coldwell,2014).Thestudentsreadthe

text,thenanswerthequestionsontheworksheet.Theworksheetthenbecomesthebasisforourclass

discussion.Everyweekwereadanewarticle,andthecollectionofworksheetsbecomestheirfinal

portfolio.
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Gordon:Mynotebooksworksimilarly,asyoucanseefrommyexamples(Figure2).Here,no

matterwhatthestudentlevel,thethreequestionsareaboutcontentratherthantheassignedtext.For

RABB皿TISLAND:

AJAPANESEHO止IDAYRESORTFORBUNMES

Okunoshima,anislandwhereJapanproducedpoisongasduringthesecondworldwar,is

nowuhuuenforfriendlyrabbits.

WillColdwell

Asislandsthatareoccupiedbywildanimalsgo,Okunoshima,betterknownas

UsagaJimaorRabbitIsland,isprobablythecutest.

appreciationofallthingscute‐theboundingherdsoffriendlyrabbitsarea

muchbiggerattractionthanthePoisonGasMuseum.Butalthoughthesourceof

therabbitsremainsamystery,itmaybethattheoriginsoftheisland'sfluffy

residentsisintertwinedwithitshistoryasmanufacturerofchemicalweapons.

Betweentgz9-1945,theJapanesearmysecretlyproducedover6,000tonsof

poisongasonOkunoshima,whichwasremovedfrommapsoftheareaand

chosenbecauseofitsdiscreetlocationanddistancefromcivilianpopulations.At

thetime,anunfortunatecolonyofrabbitswasbroughttotheislandinorderto

testtheeffectsofthepoison.

Whilesomeclaimtherabbitsthatlivetherenowarerelativesofthetestbunnies

thatwerefreedbytheworkersattheendofthewar,othersarelessconvinced;it

hasbeenreportedthatalltherabbitswerekilledwhenthefactoryceased

production.Theothertheoryisthateightrabbitswerebroughttotheislandby

schoolchildreninr99t,wheretheybreduntiltheyreachedtheircurrent

population,whichispotentiallyinthethousands.Andwiththeislandbeinga

predator-freezone‐dogsandcatsarebanned‐ifthenumberofrabbitshasn't

hitthethousandsyet,it'sinevitableitwilldosoon.

Nowtheisland,ashortferryridefromthemainland,isapopulartouristresort

withasmallgolfcourse,campinggroundsandbeautifulbeaches.Toursarealso

givenofthenowderelictpoisongasfacilities,whileruinsofmilitaryoutposts

aredottedaroundtheisland.

InsomewaystheallureofthebunniesissimilartothatofJapan'sand,more

recently,England'scatcafes.MostapartmentsinJapanforbidpets,soan

opportunitytoenjoythecompanyofafurryfriendisawelcomeone.

SituatedintheInlandSeaofJapan,thesmallislandisoccupiedbyhundredsof

wildrabbitsthatroamtheforestsandpaths,chasetourists,appearinviral

videosandjustgenerallyloungearound.Theyalsoprovideamuchneeded

counterbalancetotheisland'sotherwisedarkhistory‐astheproductionsitefor

Japan'schemicalweaponsduringthesecondworldwar.

Ofcourse,Japanbeingthebirthplaceofkawaii‐thedistinctcultural

VisitorstoOkuuoshimacanbuyfoodfortheremarkablytamerabbits,who

becameanonlinehitinFebruarywhenavideoofawomanbeingchasedbya
"stampede'ofrabbitswaspostedonline .

Adaptedfrom:
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/20i4/jun/02/rabbit-island-okunoshima-

japan-holiday-resort-bunnies

Name:

1.

Writedowntennewvocabularywordsandtheirdefinitions.

2.

Whydoyouthinkanimalcafesoranimalislandsaresopopular

now?

3

5

7

0
ー

4

6

8

10. Haveyoueverbeentoatouristsitethatpromotestameanimals?

Where?

Usethevocabularywordsinanoriginalsentence!

1.

z.

3

4
.
5

6

Doyouthinkdarkhistoriescanbeforgottenwhenplacesaremade

cuteorpretty?

7

8

9・

10.

Writedownthreequestionsyouhaveafterreadingthisarticle.

1.

Finally,writedownyouropinionaboutthearticle.Forexample,you

canwriteaboutdarktourisminJapan.

2.

3・

Writedownthreemainpointsyoufoundinthearticle.

1.

z.

3・

Figure1:AnexampleofanassignmentfromEnglishinMedia,adaptedfromColdwell(2014).
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example,youcanseetheydon'task"Whatdoes"exist"mean?"butinsteadtheyask"Whendoyou

thinkitisOKtotellalie?"or"Whatsituationdoyoutellalie?"Thisisapointthatwewillreturnto

later,butyoucanalsoseethatnomatterwhatthelevelofthestudent,theirworkcontributestothe

classdiscussion.

StudentAisnearthetopoftheclass.ShehasdonetwohomestaysinNewZealandandisableto

carryanormalconversationinEnglish.SinceshehasoneofthehighestlevelofEnglishamongher

peers,sheisencouragedtogettheothermembersofhergroupinvolvedinthedialoguethatthey

haveinclass.Higherexpectationsareplacedonhertodoworkaccordingtoherlevel.

TheArtOfLvinqbyMarkTwain

**MarkTwainsaysthatIvinoissomethingthathumanshavealwaysdoneandwillalwaysdo

**Peopleliemorepoorlytodaythanever

**MostsensibleoeooleagreethatIvinoissomethingthatwecannotlivewithout

KevWords: **Truthshouldnotbesookenall

humorouS面 自 いMteacherthinksheishumorousbutnobod'aロhsathisokes

**Thereisnosuchthinsasaoe

adiectiveloar.1
胃A'SOわ 止ノmorわ 止amorous'senseofh止 ノmor

**Lvinaisuniversalandnecessa

**Lvinashouldbedoneforouroo

**Wecanimoroveourselvesand

hetime.Itcanhurtoeooleandcauseproblems

onwhodoesn'tlie.Nosuchpersonhaseverexisted

Allhumanbeingsdoit

esofgood.notevil

ocietyofwestudyhowwelie.Weneedtoimorovethisskill

COmlain[文 右'continu∂ 〃makecomtaintsaainsffhenoisenextdoorbufitwon'tsto

nounloar.2 "Also:tocomolain

obvious明 ら か な'fisobviousthatm60Fiendischeatinonme

adiectiveloar.2.4
"Also:obvious)

1.)WhendoYouthinkitisokaytotellalie?

2.)DoVouthinkthatthegovernmentliestous?Whatkindofliesdotheytell?

3.)HaveVouevertoldawhitelie?Whatwasit?
sensible賢 明なSensibleeo'edonotlie∂bouttheir∂eonob∂lic∂lions.

adiectiveloar.3 'Also:senseless Oinion

unbearable我 慢 で き な いTh∂tmoviewasunbearab'eIfstheworstlh∂veeverseen.

adiectiveloar.4

Ibelievethatliesareusuallyusedtocontrolpeopleandmanipulatesituations.Parents.teachers.companies

∂ηdeγeηovernments"eホOmaη'u'afeθ0'e.7カeknow亡 わ∂f亡わeCaηefeO'θdO∂'mOS'∂ η わ'η ガ亡わe

makeoeoolebelievewhatthevsavistrue.Eveninevervdavli/e.oeooleuseliesasaselfishwavtooetwhatthe

chronic慢 性 的1haveachron'che∂Bachefrommto∂cher.
want.ThaYswhylthinkthatlvinoiswronoinmostsituations.

adiectiveloar.5

WhenIwaslittle.myparentstoldmeliestocontrolmyactionsfoeithercontrolorprotectme.Forexample.1

decetionご まか しMto∂cherisfullo/decelion.

nounloar.5
'Also:fodeceive

.deceptive.deceofivel

remembermymotherdidnotwantmetooetintoherfhinosinthebasement.soshetoldmetostavawayfrom

therebecausetherewasanevilmanlivedthere.Ifhefoundme.hewouldchainme.fillmewithmanvbabies

andtheneatthemwhenthevwereborn.Ibelievedherandstavedawayfromthebasementbecauseoffear

OnUrOSeわ ざ とIsfeedonhis/ootonurosebecausehewasaerk. Mavbeshehadgoodintentions.butitreallyfauahtmenottotrustwhatshesaystobetrue

adverbloar.6

AftertheFukushimanuclearplantwasdesfrovedbyfhetsunamiin2011.fheaovernmenfhascontinuallyfoldus

thorouhl完 全 に1thoroun'checkedmbabutw∂lletwasone

adverbloar.6

thatwearesalefromradiation.NowweknowthatcancerinoeooleofallacesisrisingquicklyacrosstheKanto

area.Fouryearslater.theolantsarestillbroken.andradiationcontinuestoaointotheseaandtheair.Now

nobodybelieveswhatthegovernmentorDowercomoanvsaystobetrue

awkwardlぎ こち な くHeawkwardluthisarmaroundmshoulderandavemeakiss.

adverbloar.6
Trustisthemostimportantthingtohaveinanvrelationship.Itisveryhardtoliveinasocietyandworkwith

Boolewhowecannottrust.CanItrustthegovernment?CanIlivewitha(vinoboss?CanIlivewithaIvin

areatdealと て も1'minareatdea'ofamfrom'∂Crosserectice.
husband?Icannot.Therefore.1thinkthatlvinashouldbeavoidedofalltimes.

adverbloar.7

1 2

StudentBisafairstudentwhohascompletedallofhishomework.HeisnotthebestEnglishspeaker

inthegroup,butnottheworsteither.Youwillnoticethathemakessomemistakes,however,putsforth

someeffortintohiswork.Thereisalotofroomforimprovement,butwhathewritesisstillusablein

class.

"LVinaissomethingthathumanshavealwaysdone

TheArtofLvin
"PeopletodayareDoorliars

.

"MostsensibleoeooleagreethatIvinaissomethingthatwecannotlivewithout
.

"Truthshouldnotbespokenallthetime
.Itcanhurtpeopleandcauseproblems.

KevWords: "Lvinashouldbedoneforgood .notevil.

"Wecanimproveourselvesandsocietyofwestudyhowwelie
.

humo「ous滑 倉Mfatherishumorousbuthisokes'sb'ack

adiectiveloar.1

SUeSt提 案す るCanousuestanicerestaurant?

verb)oar.2

1.)Whatismostrecentlieyoutold?

2.)Haveyouevertellafunnylie,likeaprank?

3.)Wouldyoulietopolicemanorcriminaltoprotectyourfamily?
obvlous明 らか なSheisobvious)aoodchoice.

adiectiveloar.2.4

MyOoinion
senslble賢 目月な'rtobeaSEnS'bleshoer

adiectiveloar.3
1feelthat(vinoisimportantfoalife.IaoreewithMarkTwain.Ifwetlonotlie.wehurtotheroeoole'sfeelino.For

example.myoirlfnendsawsomephotoofmeattheseawithanotheroirlonmyphone.Whensheaskedmewho

unbearable我 慢 で き ないMmother'ssininisunbearable

adiectiveloar.4

ifis.ItoldheriYSmycousinfromOkinawa.10nlysawfheothergirlforaboutCveweeks.sofhegirlfrienddoesnot

needtoknowaboutotheraid.Sowearehaoovnow.butwemiohfnotbetooetherifIfoldhimtruth.Weareboth

haoovnow.soit'sbettershenotknowtruth

exlst在 す るOoes'overeal)ex'sf2

verb)oar.5

estureジ ェ ス チ ヤーThesechocolatesareestureofmlove,

noun(verb=tomakeaaestureloar.5

onurQseわ さとlfQretmhomeworkonurose,

adverbloar.5

racefull優 雅 にSheracefullskatedontheice,

adverbloar.6

examine調 ぺ る 、査す る'examinedmirl(dend'shonebutlfoundnothin

verb)oar.6

3 4
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StudentC

incomplete

littlerelucta

afterfivew

asthelowestEnglishlevelinthegroupandhestrugglestokeepup.Hishomeworkis

ndsimplydone,butthepeopleinhisgroupcanhelphimfllinthegaps.Hemightbea

ttosharewhatheenteredinhisportfolio,buthefeelscomfortableenoughwiththeothers

ksofclass. 1.Whatsituationdoyoutellalie?

2.Doyoulietowho?

3.

TheArtofLvin

MyODInIOn
KevWords:

SUeSt提 案 す るIsuestmto∂chernohomework.

IthinkIlieeveryday.Example.somebodysay."Goodmorning1"Howareyou?"Isay."1'mfine."Butl'mreallyno

fine.Or.myteacherssays."Doyouunderstand?"lgesture"ves"withmyhead.butl'mreally"no."

COmIalnt.議 文句HemakescomtainttomeHesaidltookhischocolate

eXlst存 在す るDoouthink∂ne'exist?

estureジ.Lス チ ヤーMestureis"e∂ce."

tomakeagesture

OnurOSeわ さ とohomeonurOSe

unlversal全 般'otoUn'versa)Studios

customanItIsJaanesecustomtootoshrlneonJanualndo「zA".

"LVinoissomethingthathumanswillalwaysdo

"SensibleoeooleagreethatIvinaissomethingthatwecannotlivewithout

"Thereisnosuchthinsasapersonwhodoesn'tlie .Nosuchpersonhaseverexisted

"Lvinaisuniversalandnecessar

5 6

Figure2:ThreeexamplesofstudentworkfromAdvancedVocabularyandNoteTaking.

Gordon:Thesearesomeexamplestointroducethenotebooksystem,butnowwewouldliketo

talkabouthowthissystemworkswithinthelargerframeworkofC-PLATSatOtemaeUniversity.

THINKINGBASE

Creativity,LogicalThinking,Analysis

Kathryn:Howdoesthissystemworkinpractice,andhowdoesitsupportthegoalsofPBLand

thecompetenciesofC-PLATS?Ithinkthebestwaytobeginthisconversationistogothroughthe

C-PLATSbasesandtalkabouttheportfoliosystemandwhatitachieves.Let'sstartwiththethinking

baseandcreativity.

Gordon:Ithinktheplacewemostoftenseestudentcreativityisinthequestions.Iencourage

this,andI'llsometimeshavethemaskhypotheticalquestions.

Kathryn:Studentsareverygoodataskingcreativequestions.IteachacourseonJapanese

literatureinEnglishtranslation,andinthatclass,manyofthestudentquestionsarehypothetical.

Studentsnaturallyextendtheirthoughtsbeyondthetext.Whenwereadashortstory,halfthestudents

willask,"Whatdoesthemaincharacterdoafterthestoryends?"‐akindofimaginativeexercisethat

extendsbeyondthetext.Thisexpansionispartoftheactivereadingprocess.Frommystudents,1've

learnedtoembracethiscreativeextensionofsourcematerials,andI'mverygratefulforthat.
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Gordon:Studentsarequitecreative.Theycanalsogeneratesomeverylivelyconversations

basedonwhattopicsourtextscover.Ifthesubjectisaboutsinglemotherhood,forexample,amale

studentmightsay,"Howwouldyoufeelifyouwereastay-homedadandyourwifewentoutand

earnedthemoney?"Theyreallygetintothesekindsofissues,andthatlaysthegroundworkfor

extendedconversations.

Kathryn:Ilearnsomuchfromthewaysstudentsusetheircreativitytoelucidatethematerial.

Butiftheybringcreativitytotheirquestionsandtheanglesfromwhichtheyapproachthematerial,

thentheyalsobringlogicalthinking,orplanning,intotheirassignmentsaswell.

Gordon:Oneofthemostimportantpartsofplanningorlogicallyengagingthematerialisdoing

thehomeworkandpreparationbeforetheycometoclass.

Kathryn:That'sahugepartofplanning.Butalsoaswesaidwhenweintroducedthesystem,

studentsalsoworkattheirownlevel.Andthat'sanimportantpartofplanning‐torecognizeyour

level.

Gordon:Studentsquicklyrealizethattheclassdependsontheirplanningandinvolvement.

Consequently,somestudentswillexcelanddoabovewhatisrequiredorexpected.

Kathryn:Ontheotherhand,sometimescertainstudentswon'tprepareforclass.Motivated

studentscanreallyexcel,butstudentswhodon'tcompletetheirhomeworkarestillabletoparticipate

intheclass.You'llalwayshavesomestudentsthatjustaren'tasmotivated,butthissystemallows

themtoparticipateandlearnalmostunwillingly.

Gordon:Right.Thelower-levelstudentsareatleastabletocontributeaccordingtotheirability

andoftenbeyondtheirability.

Kathryn:Underthissystem,whenstudentsdon'tcompletetheassignment,theyarestillable

toparticipatebuttheyrelyheavilyontheirclassmatestocatchthemup.Thefactthatiftheydon'tdo

theirassignmenttheymustrelyontheirpeersoftenmotivatesthemtodoatleastaminimumamount

ofpreparation.Studentsquicklylearnthereareconsequencesinnotdoingtheirwork,notonlyfor

them,butfortheentireclass.

Gordon:Andinreallifethat'swhathappens.Studentshavetotakeresponsibilityfortheirown

learning.Forsomeofthem,it'sthefirsttimethatthey'vehadautonomyintheirwholelives,andthat's

great.It'sawholenewconceptforthem.

Kathryn:It'snotonlyinthequestions,butalsointhearticulationoftheiropinionsforthe

notebooksystemthatwecanseetheimpactofthethinkingplatformofC-PLATS.

Gordon:Beforewebegindoingthissysteminclass,many,ifnotmoststudents,reallydonot

knowhowtoexpressanopinion.Thatiswhyit'simperativetoinvesttimeintoteachingthemexactly

howtoformulateopinionsinvariousways.Forexample,Ifirstteachthestudentshowtogivea

strongopinion,amoderateopinion,orevenamildopinionfortimeswhentheyneedtobealittle

morediplomatic.Thisisfollowedupbygivingthemachancetoexercisewhattheyjustlearnedby
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throwingthemsomequestionstosolicitsomemild,diplomatic,orstrongpointsofview.Whenasking

stimulatingorprovocativequestions,thisactivitygeneratesagreatdealoffun,andlotoflaughter

resultsaswedeveloptheseskills.Asyoucanimagine,it'sreallyproductivetoactuallyteachthem

howtoformandopinionbeforeweaskthemtoexpressone(Carlson,2015).

Kathryn:Yes,andthescaffoldingthatisinherentintheportfoliosystemreallydoesallowthe

skillofstatingyouropiniontoprogressnaturallyoutofengagementwiththematerial.Butstudents

doneedtolearnhowtoarticulatetheiropinions.Ioftenassignincrediblycontroversialtextsthat

theyalmostmustoppose.1'veusedthattechniqueinclassesthathavebeenparticularlyshyabout

expressingtheirownopinion.Iwillassignthemmaterialthatwouldbeverydifficulttoagreewith.

Gordon:Right.Andmindyou,theseopinionsaresupposedtobeformedbeforetheygetto

class.Andsoevenstudentswhostruggletoexpressingthemselvesatleastarrivewithsomethingto

contribute.Andaswebasetheclassoffthenotebook,1'vefoundthatwhenIstartaskingquestionsto

theclassIreceivegreatanswersbecausemanyofthemalreadyhavesomethoughtsandideasprepared

beforehand.They'vealreadythoughtaboutit,andsoit'squickandeasytobeginaproductiveclass

discussion.

Kathryn:Andasateacher,whenyouaskquestionsorthestudentsaskeachotherquestions,

you'recreatingamoreproductiveandinclusivedialoguethanyouwouldifyouwerejustlecturing.

Gordon:Ittakesabouthalfasemester,average,forthisprocesstoreallytakeroot.Thenthings

startworkingthewayyouhopeitwill.

Kathryn:Thenextaspectofthethinkingplatformthatwe'dliketotalkaboutisanalysis.

Studentsanalyzethematerialwhentheyexpanditandfindwaysitisrelevanttotheirownlives.

Gordon:Yes,1'dliketosayabitaboutpersonalizingthematerial.Whenstudentstakeonan

assignment,theydonotonlytrytounderstandthelanguageinit,buttheystarttodevelopanalytical

orcriticalthinkingskillsinordertoarticulatewhattheythinkaboutit.Icontinuallyaskthestudents

toconnectthematerialtotheirownlivesandformquestionsbasedonthoseaffiliations.That'swhy

thequestionsthattheycomeupwithbecomesoimportanttotheirowndevelopment.Andthey

starttothinkofhowsocialissuesrelatetotheirdailylivesastheytranscribetheirquestionsintheir

portfolios.TheyneverfathomedthattheycouldachievesuchafeatinEnglish!Evensomeofthe

morecompetentstudentssay,"Teacher,1'veneverdonethisbefore.1'veneverhadtocomeupwith

ideaslikethis,andit'shard!"Yetit'sverygratifyingtoreadthestudent'sevaluationsattheendofthe

courseandseethateverysingleoneofthemhascomeupwithnewideasandnewbeliefsasaresult

oftakingtheclass.

Kathryn:Freshideasandnewapproachesis,infact,theultimategoalofC-PLATS.Itgives

studentsnewwaystoapproachmaterial,newwaystothinkaboutmaterial,andhopefully,itteaches

themthattherearedifferentwaysofincludingnewideas.

Gordon:Inaddition,they'redoingitinanotherlanguage,whichblowstheirminds.
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Kathryn:There'safreedomthatcomeswithteachingcontentinEnglishinJapan,Ithink.

Certainly,articulatingyourthoughtsinaforeignlanguagerequiresanextrastepoflogicalthinking,

butyouarealsofreefromsomeoftheassociationsthatnativespeskershave.

Gordon:Couldyouelaborateonthat?Ithinkthatsometimeswhenyouspeakinyournative

language,withinyourownculture,there'ssomekindofwallorbarrierthatkindofpreventsyoufrom

sayingorexpressingcertainthings.Butyou'resayingthatwhenthey'redoingitinasecondlanguage,

somehow,someofthesebarriersareremoved?

Kathryn:Well,languageisconstitutiveofculture,andviceversa.Withculturecomessocial

norms,socialhierarchies,andthingslikethat.Sometimespeoplefeelalittlebitconstrained,especially

inalanguagelikeJapanesewheregendernormsandsocialhierarchiesareverymuchpartofthe

language(lnoue,2006).Infact,somestudentsaredrawntothestudyofEnglishspecificallybecause

theyassociatethelanguagewithgreaterfreedom(Takahashi,2012).Forsomestudents,there'sa

freedomthatcomeswithlearningasecondlanguage,andthere'sanability,sometimes,toexpress

yourselfandsaythingsyouwouldn'tnecessarilysayinyournativelanguage.Thisisn'tonly

becauseofgreaterlinguisticfreedom,butalsobecausepartoflearninganewlanguageislearning

tothinkmorebroadly.Inshort,ifyou'relearningasecondlanguage,you'relearningtothinkmore

deeplyabouttheworldingeneral.Youseethatnoteverysocietyisthesame,noteverycultureis

thesame,andyoulearntothinkaboutthingsyouhaven'tnecessarilythoughtaboutbefore.

Gordon:Ithinkthatitisanimportantpointtomake,andIreallywanttohighlightitbecauseI

don'thearanyoneelsetalkingaboutitverymuch.Iwouldliketoaddthatcommunicatinginsecond

languagescanalsoallowpeopletobemoredirect.Astheystarttomasterthenuancesofvoabulary,

theytendtocomeacrossasalotmorehonestbecausetheymaynothavedevelopedtheskillsto

cloakwordsormeanings.Theytrulyarenotverballyabletoskirtaroundasubject,sotheylearnto

speakmoredirectlybecauseofit.There'sanhonestyinlanguagelearningaswell,whichtomeis

refreshing,becauseinJapaneseculture,therecanbealinguisticvaguenessorindeterminacy,where

itcanbedifficulttoreadculturalsubtexts.Ultimately,mypointisthatsomeofthoseculturalbarriers

starttocrumbleasstudentsexpressthemselvesinalanguagedifferentfromtheirown.Usinglogical

thinking,studentsareabletothinkthroughthematerialandmakeittheirown.Theyfeelasenseof

ownershipthatempowersthemtoexpresstheiropinions.Intheclassroom,wesolidifytheskillsthey

needtoknowhowtodiscussandvoicetheiropinions.Logicalthinkingoccurswhenstudentstakethe

materialwe'vegiventhemandthenrelateittotheirownlives.

Kathryn:Indeed,withthissystem,studentslearnhowtocriticallyengagewiththecontent.

They'renotpassivereadersanymore.Theybecomeactivereaders,formulatingtheirownopinions,

activelyengagingwiththetext.Althoughtheseareallthinkingsteps,theyareinfactinherentlyactive

stepsaswell.Studentsnotonlylearntoaskquestionsandshareopinions,buttheyalsolearntofilter,

summarize,andfindkeypoints.
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Gordon:Right.Andthroughdoingitoverandovertheybecomebetteratit.Now,it'salittlebit

tedious,tobehonest,inthebeginningwhentheydon'treallyhavethefeelforit.Butthecomplaining

aboutthehomeworkrecedesastheygetthehangofit.Andthroughdoingitafewtimes,theybecome

alotfasteratit,andtheystartinvestinglesstimeinit.Why?Becausetheyquicklydeveloptheskillto

filterandtosummarize,andtheydidn'trealizeit'seasierthantheythoughtitwas.

Kathryn:Excellentpoint‐thethinkingplatforminthissystembecomesasubconsciousskill.

Theydon'tevenrealizethey'relearninganewwaytothink.Butthat'swhat'ssovaluableaboutit.

Itbecomesanactivestepthattheycanthenuseoutsidetheclassroomaswell.C-PLATSisanon-

goingdialoguethatisinherentlyactiveasstudentsre-engagewithnotonlytheskillsthey'reusingand

learningbutwiththematerialsaswell.

ACTIONBASE

Communication,Presentation,andLeadership

Kathryn:Let'smoveontothesecondplatformofC-PLATS,whichisAction.Thefirststep

inActionthatwe'dliketotalkaboutiscommunication.Onthefaceofit,thewaysinwhichthis

systemfosterscommunicationseemself-explanatory.Thestudentslearnconcretediscussionskills,

andthey'regettingcommunicationtoolstoworkwith,whichtheymakethemtheirown.Weshould

notethatwiththissystem,bothwrittenandverbalcommunicationarefostered.Theydothewriting

preparationbeforetheycometoclass,andthenthisisverballyreinforcedinclass.Thus,theyget

verbalreinforcementofwhattheypreparedontheirown.

Gordon:Andintheclassroom,whethertheybesharingkeypointsorkeywords,there'ssome

overlap.Thatrepetitionisreallyessentialforthemtoabsolutelyabsorbandrememberit.Thatisto

say,iftheyonlyreadthetextonce,theyarenotgoingtorememberit.Theymightwritesomethings

down,butthat'snotquiteenoughrepetitiontoreinforcenewvocabulary.

It'salsoimportanttonotethattheoverlapisaprocess.Initially,studentsallcomeupwith

differentideasofwhattheythinkisrelevantinthetext.Whentheycometogetherinclassandreview

thesepointswithapartnerorgroup,theystarttoconsolidatethosepoints.Additionally,theyfindthat

onestudentmightfindanitemthatsomebodyelsemissed.Astheydeveloptheskillsofabstracting

themainpointsandsummarizing,theystarttoconsumelesstimetryingtocomprehendtheessential

partsofthepassages.Furthermore,theyareabletorepeat,recall,andstrengthenwhattheyreadand

wrotewiththeircounterpartswhentheymeetinclass.

Kathryn:Weusuallydothemainpointsandgooverthemasaclassratherthaninpairsorwith

apartner,becauseIthinkthatreallybringsoutthediversityinhowyoucanreadindifferentways.

Goingoverthemainpointsinclass,asyousay,isaninvaluabletechniqueforteachingthemtoread

forcontentandpickupwhat'simportantinabasetext.Itisalsoanessentialreinforcementofthe
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vocabularyandconversationskillsembeddedintheassignment.

Gordon:Andwhentheycometogetheranddothisasaclassorsmallgroup,whattheydois

havequickreviewandrecollectionofwhattheyread.Thathelpsintwoways.Firstofall,theycan

recallwhattheyreadfromuptoaweekago,andtheycaninstantlycomebacktothetopic.Thatway

wedon'thavetotediouslygothroughtheentiretextagainwiththewholeclass.Itsavesalotoftime

fortheteacherandtakesuplessclasstime.Sometimesonoccasion,however,youmighthavestudents

whohaven'tdonetheirhomeworkforonereasonoranother.Perhapstheywereabsentorlazy.So

mysecondpointisthatwhenthatoccurs,suchpeoplearequicklybroughtuptodatewithwhat'

shappeningastheygothroughthemainpointsthattheirclassmatescreated.Theyarethenableto

comprehendthediscussioninsteadofbeinglostinafog.Itmakesabigdifference.Itgetsthemcaught

up,andtheyarestillabletoparticipateandlearn.

Kathryn:Thesearekeypoints.Ithinkthemainwayscommunicationskillsarefosteredin

theactionbaseisthroughconcretediscussion.But,thissystemengagesbothverbalandwritten

communication,andbotharereinforcedthroughtheworksheetsandtheiruseinclass.

Thenextplatformofactionthatwe'dliketotalkaboutisPresentation.Ofcourse,students

presenttheiropinionsandtheirquestions.Thispresentationencouragesdialogue.Throughthis,

studentslearntoconsiderthesameissuefromavarietyofviewpointsthatdon'tnaturallyoccurto

them.ThisisaparticularstrengthofsmalluniversitieswithdiversestudentbodieslikeOtemae;you

havestudentsfromsomanydifferentbackgroundscometogetherandlearntolistentoeachother.

Theylearnthatyoudon'tnecessarilyhavetoagreewitheveryone.Youhavetounderstandwhy

someonehasanopinionthat'sdifferentthanyoursandwhythatisimportant.Thisissomethingthat

doesn'tcomenaturallytoalotofpeople.Butbecausestudentsmustpresenttheiropinions,they

alsolearntocreateadialoguebasedonthepresentationofthoseopinions.

Gordon:Itis.Andbecauseeveryoneparticipatesandpresentstheiropinions,communityis

developedintheclassroom.Somepeoplestartsharingsomepersonalthingswhichareprettyamazing,

andthisallowstheirpeerstoseeatotallydifferentperspective.They'rehearingapointofviewfrom

somebodywho,forexample,comesfromanabusivehomesituation,andtheygetawholenewtake

onlife.Sometimestheycancometoaconsensusoncertainthings,buttheydon'thaveto.Theyreally

don't;itisoftenenoughjusttoheareachother.

Kathryn:Learningtounderstandthatnoteveryonehastoagreeallthetimeisanincredibly

importantskill.Youlearntounderstandthatasmuchasyoutalkortrytoargueyouwillneveragree

witheveryone.Manytimesthebestthingyoucancomeupwithisacompromise.Butthrough

presentationoftheirideasandtheiropinionsallstudentsdoparticipateinclass.

Gordon:Asthisprocesshappens,aspresentationsarehappening,andstudentsaregetting

moreandmoreinvolved,1'venoticedthatboththeclassattendanceandstudentretentionarehigh,

especiallyincomparisontomorebook-oriented,teacher-centeredclassesthatIteach.Textand
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teacher-selectedvocabularyandquestionshavevalue,butdonotcreatethesamelevelofstudent

involvementaswhenstudentspreparetheirownvocabulary,questions,opinions,andanswers.

Ibelieveabigreasonisbecausetheyeachbecomeavaluablememberofacommunity,andare

thereforemotivatedtocomeandcontributewiththeirportfolios.

Kathryn:Throughsharingopinions,anddiscussingthematerial,communityiscreatedthrough

everyone'sinvolvement.Allstudentslearnthattheyhaveastakeintheclassroomandofthedirection

ofthediscussionandwhatwillbedoneinclasstoday.Asateacher,Imaycomeintoclassfully

expectingthatthearticleIassignedwasaboutculturalappropriation,andImayhaveadiscussionplan,

butthenthestudentswilltaketheclassinanentirelydifferentdirection.That'sexcitingforme.Ilearnas

muchfrommystudentsastheylearnfromme.We'realllearning,andtheylearnfromteachersandfrom

theirpeers,whichisthebasisofproblemandpeer-basedlearningsystem.

Gordon:Yes.Peer-basedlearningisinseparablefromtheportfoliosystemandproblem-based

education.

Kathryn.Agreed!Butwemustmoveon:thelastplatformofactionisleadership,andthisagain

seemsfairlystraightforward,becauseofcourseyouhavenaturalleadersemergingintheclassroom.

Butthissystemisdesignedsothatquietmembersstillhavetoparticipatetothebestoftheirability,

andtheirvoicesarealsoheard.Welearntotaketheiropinionsandvoicesintoaccount.Thisinturn

encouragesstudentstothinkinclusively.AsIsaidbefore,youdon'thavetoagree,butthatdoesn't

meansomeone'sopiniondoesn'tcount.

Gordon:Yes.Iwouldsaythatmostteachersstruggletoincorporatethemoreawkward,silent

membersinclasseswhosevoicesarerarely,ifeverheard.Suchpeoplearedifficulttoinclude,butit

canbedone.Irecallhavingastudentwithseveraldisabilities.Inadditiontosomephysicalhandicaps,

hewassilentandstuttered.Hewasgenerallypooratcommunicatingonanylevel.Bytheendofthe

course,however,hebecamethemost-likedmemberoftheclass.Throughtotalinvolvementwiththe

portfoliosystem,theotherstudentsgottoknowwhathewasreallylikeontheinside.Thatmaderoom

forhimtobecomealeaderintheclass.Moreover,hewasalsoincludedinothersocialactivities,suchas

dinnerandkaraoke,withpeoplewhomhenormallywouldn'thaveassociatedwith.

Kathryn:Ultimately,studentslearnthateveryonehassomethingtocontribute,andthatprejudice

canblindthemtorealcontributionsastudenthastomake.Theylearntothinkinclusively.

Gordon:Andthey'relearningandcommunicatinginEnglishatthesametime.That'sthebeauty

ofit.

SOCIETYBASE

TeamworkandSocialResponsibility

Kathryn:OurfinalC-PLATSplatformisSociety.Wehavetwopointsthatwewanttodiscuss
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intermsofsociety,oneofwhichisteamwork.Inawaythisisacontinuationofthepointswejust

made,buttheportfoliosystemallowsstudentstolearnhowtolistenandincludevoicesoftheentire

communityintheirdiscussion.Thus,evenvoicesofstudentswhoareshyorquietarestillheard

andcounted.Studentsalsolearntovalueopinionsfromdiverseperspectiveseveniftheydisagree.

Theylearnyoudon'thavetoagreeallthetime,andthattheredoesn'thavetobeclassconsensus.

Thenotebooksystemallowsroomfordisagreementandforopen-endedconclusions,whichispartof

workingasateam.

Gordon:They'reworkingwithpeopletheyneverwouldhaveimaginedworkingwith,andit's

amazingtoseewhattheycanactuallycomeupwithtogether,eventhoughtheynaturallydon'tlike

eachother.

Sometimestherearepersonalityconflicts.Toillustrate,1'vegottenemailsfromtimetotime

saying,"Dearsensei,Ican'tworkwithsoandso.Idon'tlikehim."or"He'stoodifficulttodealwith."

Inonecaseagirlwasgoingtodroptheclass,butIwasabletoconveytoherthatifshecouldn't

handlesuchissuesintheclassroom,shewouldhavemoredifficultyintherealworld.Iemphasized

thatweneedtolearntodealwithpeopleandaccepteachotherforourweaknessesandstrengths,and

theclassroomexperienceprovidestheperfectopportunitytodoit.AndtheresponseIhavegottenfrom

studentslikeherhasbeenpositive,basicallysaying,"You'reright.1'mgoingtostickwithit."1'veseen

somebeautifuloutcomesemergeasaresult.

Kathryn:It'sinterestingtoseehowstudentsbringoutelementsineachotherthataren'talways

readilyapparent.

Gordon:Well,they'relearningtodealwithotherpeople.

Kathryn:Theyalsolearnthateveniftheydodisagree,theycancomeupwithcollective

conclusions,evenifthoseconclusionsarereallybasic.Maybewecan'tagreehowtosavethe

environment,butwecanallagreethereisaproblemthatneedsmorediscussion.

Gordon:That'sanimportantskilltolearn,andIsometimesforcestudentstothinkoutsidetheir

ownideasandconvictions.Iliketosplittheclassintwogroupsandtellthem,"Youaregoingtotake

acertainsideofanissue.Whetheryouarefororagainstit,itdoesn'tmatter.Youhavetoargueyour

point."Socollectivelytheyhavetodefineanddefendtheirpositions.Infollowing,theyhavetostand

ontheirviewpointanddebate.It'swonderful.ThroughthisprocessIhaveseenpeopleeitherreaffirm

theirbeliefsorchangethem.

Kathryn:Thefinalaspectofsocietythatwe'dliketotalkaboutisSocialResponsibility.Ifeel

verystronglythatthissystemgivesstudentsastakeinsociety,andyou'vemadethepointthatit

becomespersonalwhentheyaskthequestionsandrelatethematerialbacktotheirownlife.Students

learntoseehowsocialissuesrelatetotheirpersonallives,andthisgivesthemanotherlevelof

engagementwiththematerialinsideclassroomandoutsideoftheclassroom.

Gordon:OnethingI'dliketoaddontosocialresponsibilityisthatpeoplestartapplyingwhat
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wediscussinclasstolifetheoutsidetheclassroom.Onmanyoccasions,Ihaveseenstudentschange

theirlifestylesorbecomesociallyactiveasaresultofanissuethatwecoveredinthecourse.To

illustrate,oneofmyclasseswasrecentlyconsideringenvironmentalissues.Asaresult,boththe

studentsandImadeconsciouseffortstorecycle,includingasmallprojecttorecycleplasticbottles.A

moreextremeexamplewouldbewhenmyclassdiscussedtheissueofrolemodelsandtheinfluence

thatvariouspeoplehaveuponourlives.Oneyoungwoman,whilecontemplatingthisissueand

workingonherportfolio,resolvedtodedicateherlifetohelpingunderprivilegedchildren.At

thismoment,she'sworkingasavolunteerinanothercountry.Ideaslikehersareconceivedinthe

classroom,developedintheportfolios,andthenspilledoutintotherealworld.

Kathryn:Ultimately,thegoalofC-PLATSistogofromtheclassroomtothebroadersociety

andgivestudentsasenseofsocialresponsibility.

Gordon:Additionally,thissystemrequiresstudentstoworkwithdifferentgroups.Studentsdo

notalwaysworkwiththesamepeopleallthetime.Naturally,therewillbestrongergroupsandweaker

groups.Oftentheweakergroupwillhavetorelyonsomebodytogettheballrolling.Thatsomebody

willhavetostepupandlead,althoughheorshenormallywouldn'tdoso.Iloveitwhentheysurprise

themselvesbybeingabletoinitiateadiscussion.Astheirconfidencegrows,theydiscovernew

abilitiesinthemselves.

Kathryn:Itendsupbeinganempoweringexperience.

Gordon:That'stheaim.Andthoselong-termresultsarethegoaloftheC-PLATSsystemas

awhole.Butbyusingthisportfoliosystemontheverysmallscaleoftheclassroom,Icanhonestly

saythattheworkstudentsdoonlyimprovesoverthecourseofthesemester.Itdoesn'tdigress,it

progresses,andthatisareal,immediate,andmeasurablebenefit.

Kathryn:Thatisanexcellentpoint.Thesystemworksbecauseitallowsstudentstocontinue

tochallengethemselves,becausenoteveryoneisdoingthesamework;they'renotallansweringthe

samequestionsinthesameway.Theonlypersonthestudentreallyhastochallengeisherself,and

thatcanbeincrediblyfreeing.It'sanimportantlesson,tolearntomeasureyourselfonlybyyourown

standard.

Gordon:Andtheydoexactlythat.Infact,someofthebestandmostbeautifulportfoliosare

madebythosewiththelowestcompetencylevels.Someofthemarejustamazing.Thesestudents

mightnotbethemosteloquentspeakers,butthey'reengagingwiththematerialandthey'recompiling

beautiful,delightfulnotebooks.Ontheotherhand,theremightbesomemorecompetentstudents

whodonotcompilegoodportfolios,believinginthebeginningthattheycansimplycoastthroughthe

course.Whenhigherexpectationsareplacedonthem,however,theyaremorethanabletodeliverand

dowhatisexpected.

Kathryn:TheportfoliosystemiseffectivenotonlybecauseitengageseachlevelofC-PLATS

competencies,butalsobecauseitdoesworksowellforstudentsonsomanylevels,fromindividualto
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social.

Gordon:Moreover,studentsrealizetheirowncapacitiestolearnthroughindependentlearning.

Suchrealizationresultsinhighermotivationandgreatereffortintotheirassignments.Throughclass

discussionbasedontheirportfolioentries,learnersareabletoputtheirownstudiesintoeffect,

resultinginstudentswhoarefullyengagedinthelearningexperience.Italsohasotherdesirable

attributessuchascommunicationskills,teamwork,problemsolving,responsibilityforlearning,

self-relianceandrespectforothers(Wood,2003;Carlson2015).Tome,thesearetheelementsthat

C-PLATScontributestoastudent-centeredclassthatisengagedwithboththematerialandeachother.

Kathryn:1'dliketoconcludewithawordaboutevaluations.Wenotedinthebeginningthat

studentself-assessmentisanimportantpartoftheprocess.Equallyimportant,however,isconstant

feedbackfromtheinstructor.WhenIuseaworksheetsystem,Iwillreturnthesheetswithdetailed

commentsinthenextclassperiod.Whenweusenotebooks,Icollectthenotebooksonceeverythree

weeks.Myfeedbackisalwaysdetailed,andwhilegradingissubjective,Idohavea5-pointrubricthat

evaluatescreativity,articulationofopinions,engagementwiththebasetext,andthelevelofdetailin

thestudents'work.Attheendofthesemester,studentsarerequiredtodoaself-assessment.Thishelps

makemyexpectationsclear,andagain,Imakesuremyfeedbackontheirhomeworkisasdetailed

aspossible.Thatway,thedialoguecontinuesbeyondtheclassroom.Ithinkyouhandlegradingina

similarway?

Gordon:Imightnotfollowthesamerubricasyou,butIwillwritetwoorthreepagesof

feedbackeachtimeIchecktheirnotebooks.Ibelievethatdetailedassessmentisoneofthebestways

toinstillmotivationinmystudents.There'sabigdifferencebetweenwhattheywritebeforetheyget

myevaluationsandwhattheysubmitaftermyfeedback.WhentheyseetheamountofworkthatIput

intothemindividually,theynolongerviewmeassomeonewhoissettingthebartoohighforthem.

Theyknowthatmyclassinnotajoke.Ishouldbeclear,however,thatI'mnotpromotingmerepraise

inordertoboosttheirconfidenceandself-esteem.Abovethat,Pmadvocatingtheneedforletting

studentsknowhowtodotheirworkmoreeffectively.Mycommentsandsuggestionscontainedwithin

myfeedbackneedtobefocused,practical,andbasedonanefficientassessmentofwhatthestudent

iscapableofachieving.Statementssuchas"youcandobetter,""gethelpwithyourgrammar,""good

job!"or"didyouGoogle-translatethis?"areunhelpful.Myassessmentofstudentworkneedstobe

clearandpersonalizedfeedback.Thisgivessomethingstudentstobuildon.Inturn,itresultsinbetter

workdoneontheirportfolios,whichultimatelytranslatesintobetterclassparticipation.Obviously,

thestudentscomebetterequippedtotakepart.Ihaveneverseenaclassexertmucheffortwhenthey

knowthattheteachernevercheckshomeworkortrulyassessestheirwork.Conversely,studentstend

tostepuptheirworkwhentheyknowthattheirinstructorinvestsconsiderabletimeintohisorher

students.It'salotofwork,butitismorethanworthitwhenmystudentsrespondbygivingbetter

output.
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Kathryn:Soinconclusion,forus,C-PLATSisadialogue,andthisportfoliosystemisauseful

pedagogicaltoolforengagingandactivatingthisdialogue.Itstartsasadialoguewithyourself

beforeyoucometoclassasyougothroughthematerialandyoudoyourhomework,butitforms

itstruefoundationintheclassroom.ManyofthevisualdesignsofC-PLATSdepictitasatriangle,

butwewouldratherimagineitasaspiralthatmovestoencompasslargercommunities,asstudents

transfertheirskillsfromtheclassroomtosociety.C-PLATSandthisportfoliosystemdon'tjustcreate

conscientiousstudents.Theycreatestudentswithpersonalstakesinacommunity,andthisleadsto

questionsofsocialresponsibilityandaction,whichleadstofurtherquestions.Thentheprocessbegins

againandagainonadifferentscaleeachtime.Yousaidyouhadastudentwhostartedthinkingabout

issuesintheclassroom,andthendidNGOworkinanothercountry.1'msureshehasmorequestions

nowandiscomingupwithnewwaystochangetheworld!Sothesystemreallybeginsinthe

classroom,thenitgoesontosocialresponsibilityandaction.Andthenultimately,hopefully,global

responsibilityandglobalaction.
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