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Abstract:Althoughitishardlyanewconcept,DarkTourism-thepracticeofpeoplevisitingplacesassociated

withdeath,disaster,misery,sufferinganddestructionhasgrowninpopularityparticularlysincethemid

twentiethcenturyasmoreandmoreplaceshavebecomeaccessible.Thereasonsforthispopularityhaveyetto

becategoricallydefined,ashasthemotivationofthevisitors.Tarlow(2005)definesdarktourismassuch:"those

eventswhicharemorethanjusttragediesinhistory,butrathertouchourlivesnotmerelyfromtheemotional

perspective,butalsoimpactourpoliticsandsocialpolicies."

Thispaperaimstoexaminethemotivesforvisitingdarktourismsitesandinvestigateandpresentthe

benefitsgainedethically,morallyandemotionallythroughstudyingandultimately,gaininganunderstandingof

visitors'personalconnectionsthroughtheirexperiences.
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要約

ダークツー リズム～これはもはや新 しい概念ではない。死、大災害、苦痛、破壊等の生 じた場所を

訪ねること～は、それ らの場所へのアクセスが容易になるにつれ、20世 紀の半ば以降、人気が上昇

している。その理由はまだ十分に明らか とはなっていないがこれはそこを訪れる人たちの動機につい

ても言えることである。 ター ローはダークツー リズムを以下のよ うに定義 している:「歴史上の悲劇

といえるもの以上の出来事で、単に感情面に影響を与えるだけでなく、政治 ・社会政策にも衝撃を与

えるもの。」

この論文の目的はダークツー リズムの現場を訪れる目的を考察すること、そ してこれまでの研究に

より倫理的 ・道徳的 ・感情的に得 られた成果を調査 ・発表することであ り、さらにはそこを訪れる人々

の経験を通 じてダークツー リズムの現場 とのつなが りを理解することにある。

キー ワー ド ダー クツー リズ ム、追悼の旅 、史跡 ・教 育 ・文化

DefinitionofDarkTourism

DarkTourisminvolvestheactofvisitingortravelingspecificallytositesofdeathortowhere

eventsofamacabrenaturehavetakenplace.Thetermdarktourismwasfirstintroducedtomainstream

academicscrutinyinaneditorialbyMalcolmFoleyandJohnLennonfortheInternationalJournalof

HeritageStudiesin1996andwasfurtherpublicizedandelaboratedonin2000intheirwell-received

book,DarkTourism:TheAttractionofDeathandDisaster(LennonandFoley,2000).

Amongthenumerousstudiesofthisfield,manyresearchershavesoughttogainanunderstanding

ofthetypeofindividualswhoengageinthesevisits,thepoliticalandsocialimpactsandtheattraction

ofthedarkersideoftourismsites(Ashworth&Hartmann,2005;Beech,2009;Lennon&Foley,
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2000;Sharpley,2009;Sharpley&Stone,2009;Walter,2009).Thesestudieshavealsofocusedonthe

importanceofdevelopingamoreideologicalapproachtothephenomenonofdarktourisminorderto

furtherourunderstandingofitsconceptanditsriseinpopularity.

SeatonandLennon(2004)maintaintherearemorequestionsthananswersinregardtodark

tourism.Similarly,Reader(2003,p.2)suggests"thedynamicsthroughwhichpeoplearedrawnto

sitesredolentwithimagesofdeath...andthemannerinwhichtheyareinducedtobehavethere...

[means]thatthetopiccallsoutfordiscussion".

Perhapsthemostdistinctiveandcollectiveaspectsofengagingindarktourismarethatthe

locationsandsitesofferextremelyemotionalexperiencesforvisitors(Shackley,2001).IndeedMiles

(2002)alsocontendsthatinordertobesuccessful,attractionspromotingdarktourismarerequired

toprovidehighlyemotionalexperiencesthatengenderastrongsenseofempathyamongvisitors.

Generally,experiencesatdarktourismsitestendtoevokeasenseofemotionalnegativitywithin

visitors,includingfeelingsofhorror,sadness,fear,depression,sympathy,andoften,aneedforjustice

orvengeance.

DarkTourismcouldalsobedescribedasamannerof"place-specifictourism"(Ashworth

&Hartman,2005,p.4),wherebytheexperiencesofindividualsdependgreatlyonthespecific

characteristicsofasiteandtheassociationstheysuggest.Severalresearchershavetherefore

categorizeddarktourismsitesinrelationtothecharacteristicsthatdefinethem.Smith(1998)placed

thesecharacteristicsintotwofundamentalcategories:primarysites(forexample,sitesofcelebrity

deaths,massacres,formerprisonsandholocaustcamps);andsecondarysites(forexample,locations

andsitesthatcommemoratedeath,disasterortragedy).Furthermore,Miles(2002)suggesteda

"darker-lighter"paradigmexistswhichservesasadistinctionbetweentheformsof"dark"and"darker"

tourismaccordingtothelesserorgreaterextentofthemoroseormacabreassociatedwiththesite.

Forthisreasonitmaybesaidthatdarktourismsitesrepresent"sitesassociatedwithdeath,disaster

anddepravity"whereasdarkertourismsitesareessentially"thesitesofdeath,disasteranddepravity"

(Miles,2002,p.1175).UsingthisparadigmwecouldcontendthattheJewishMuseuminBerlincould

becategorizedasadarktourismsitebecauseitisassociatedwiththedeathsofthousandsofJews

intheholocaust,whereastheDachausiteinsouthernGermany,aformerconcentrationcampand

geographicallyauthenticlocationwouldthereforecomeunderthecategoryofadarkertourismsite.

UsingtheparadigmcreatedbyMiles(2002),Stone(2006)expandeditbyproposingaspectrumthat

classifieddarktourismsitesaccordingtotheirperceivedcharacteristics(seeFigure1).Usingascale

ofdifferentdegreesor"shadesofdarkness"beginningfromdarkesttolightest,Stoneillustratedseven

categoriesof"darktourismsuppliers,"rangingfrom"DarkCampsofGenocide"asthedarkestto"Dark

FunFactories"asthelightestonthescale.Aspecificexampleofthedarkestsupplierswouldpoint

togenocidesitesincludingthoseinCambodia,RwandaorEastTimor.Incontrast,examplesofthe

lightestsuppliersincludesitessuchastheNewLondonDungeonattractioninEnglandortheSoviet
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Figure1:AdarktourismspectrumproposedbyStone(2006)

Despitethedistinctivecharacteristicsthatdarktourismsitespossess,ithasalsobeenrecognized

thatsimilaritiesinindividual'smotivationexistinvisitorexperiencesregardlessofthetypeofsite.

Thefollowingsectionaimstoexaminethequalitiesindarktourismthattouristsfindattractiveand

seekstofindacommonbasisofinterestandmotivationinvisitation.

Whatistheattractionofdarktourismsites?

The"horrorexperience"isregardedasoneofthekeyreasonsforthevisitationofdarktourism

locations,particularlythosesitesdirectlyrelatedtoatrocityorbarbarity.AshworthandHartmann

(2005)maintainthatbecauseoftheconsiderableamountoftelevisionandmoviedepictionsinvoking

fearandhorrorinconsumers,relatingatrocityashistoryatagivensiteisequallyasentertainingas
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anymediaportrayal‐forpreciselythesamereasonsandmoralovertones.Infact,pollsandsurveys

haveindicatedthatinmanycases,astrongsenseofmoralorpersonaldutywasadrivingfactorinthe

visitationofthesesites.Anotherkeyreasonwastheemotionalexperiencethatvisitorsgainedfrom

theseencountersandconsequentlybenefited丘om.

NotableexamplesareGallipoliinTurkeyandthebattlegroundofGettysburgintheUSA,which

constitutesoneofthebloodiestandmostbrutalcampaignsintheAmericanCivilWar.Thompson(2004,

p.xii)providesanextensivetravelguidetothe"25BestWorldWarIISites"andnotes"abattlefieldwhere

thousandsdiedisn'tnecessarilyagoodplacebutit'softenanimportantone."Slade(2003,p.782)further

reflectsonthisimportanceandsuggeststhatGallipoli,thebattlefieldwhereAustraliaandNewZealand

sufferedmassivecasualtiesduringWorldWarI,waswherebothcountries,respectively,havetheir"de

factopsychologicalandculturalorigins."Chronis(2005)alsoobservesthatsiteslikeGettysburgare

capableofbeingembracedbybothtouristsandfacilitatorsalike,tomorallywrestlewith,defineand

strengthennationalidentityandembraceasenseofpatriotism.

Ontheotherhand,therearenumerouslocationsthatholdacertainfascinationwhichonecould

argueisneithermorallynorethicallybeneficialbutrathermorbidlyentertaining.Theseincludethe

assassinationsiteofJohnF.Kennedyandsitesofcelebritydeaths,suchasthoseofJamesDean,

MarilynMonroe,BuddyHolly,JimMorrison,andinmorerecenttimes,ElvisPresley,JohnLennon

andPrincessDiana.Birthplacesofpeoplethataresynonymouswithdeatharealsofrequentlyvisited

andincludethoseofAdolphHitler,IdiAminand"VladTheImpaler"(Dracula).Thehometowns

and/orformerresidencesofmassmurderers,dictatorsorotherorganizersandperpetratorsofgenocide

arealsoheavilyvisitedsites.Thesetypesoftourismlocationshavealsobeenlabeledassitesof

MorbidTourism,BlackSpotTourismorGriefTourism.Morespecifically,BristowandNewman

(2004)proposethelabel"FrightTourism,"for"amannerofdarktourisminwhichindividuals

receiveatangibleshockoranenormousthrillfromviewingorparticipatinginanexperience."Is

thisformofmorbidattractionbeneficialinanyway?PerhapsthisobservationfromDann(1998,

p.61,)bestsummarizesourdesiretoengageintheseparticular"negative"typesofdarktourism.

Hestatesthat"dicingwithdeath"‐thatis,seekingexperiencesor"holidaysinhell"thatchallenge

touristsorheightentheirownsenseofmortality‐maybeconsideredonereasonforparticipating

indarktourism.InanOctober2013interviewwithWillColdwellforthenewspaperTheGuardian,

MarkWatson,executivedirectorofethicaltraveleducationgroup,TourismConcern,statedthereis

nodefinitiveanswerorconclusionastowhetherdarktourismisethicallyormorallyrightorwrong.

"Peoplegoforahugevarietyofreasons
,soit'sdifficulttoaccuratelyorcategoricallyassesstheir

motivations,"heexplains."AtplaceslikeAuschwitzandtheRwandanGenocideMemorial,people

gotofullyunderstandwhathappenedandaregenuinelyaffectedbyit."Inadditiontotheselocations,

popularsitesprovidingsimilarmotivationsandemotionaloutcomesincludetheTuolSlengGenocide

MuseuminCambodia;aformerhighschoolusedbytheKhmerRougetomercilesslytortureand
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murderover20,000prisoners,andthevillageofHoiAninVietnam,whereU.S.soldiersmassacred

hundredsofwomenandchildrenduringtheVietnamWar.RobbenIslandPrisonMuseumjustoff

thecoastofCapetown,SouthAfricawasformerlyanotoriousprisonhousingpoliticalprisoners‐

mostnotablyNelsonMandela.ItwasherethatMandelaserved180fthe27yearsofwhichhewas

sentenced.Despitethebrutalityanddespairofitspasthistory,thissitenowrepresentsapowerful

symboloftriumphoveradversity,racismandrepression.

SitesthatarecurrentlycompletedornearcompletionincludeonelocatedinThailand'sKhao

LokNationalParkcommemoratingthedevastatingIndianOceantsunamiofDecember2004,0ne

fortheHaitiearthquakeofearly2010andanotherintheChinesecityofChengduinremembrance

ofthemassive2008Chinaearthquake.Ofthethreepreviouslymentionedsites,itisworthnoting

thatnonewerecreatedwiththesoleintentionofgeneratingrevenuethroughtourism.Theydo(and

will)however,mostcertainlyattractvisitorspurelyonthepremiseofbeingwidelypromotedand

publicizedbythemedia(Seaton,2009).

Followingdisasteroradversity,asurgeintourismhasalwaysbeenvitalinthesuccessful

rebuildingofanysite(Daams,2007).Priortothedevastatingearthquakeandconsequenttsunami

inMarch2011,thecityofRikuzentakainnortheasternJapanwasawell-visitedtouristsitedueto

itspristinebeachesandabundantpineforests.Followingtheearthquake,morethan18,000people

perishedandwholecommunitiesweredestroyedbytheensuingtidalwave.

Twelvemonthsafterthiscatastrophe,touroperatorsandtravelagenciesbeganpromotingtourism

totheimmediateareatostimulatetraveltothislocationandothersthroughoutJapanaspartofa

rebuildingstrategytoaidthenationbothfinanciallyandemotionally.Furthermore,Travcoa,amajor

worldwidetravelagencyformedapartnershipwiththeJapanNationalTourismOrganizationinan

efforttosuccessfullypromoteandmarketthiscampaign.

InthecaseofRikuzentakaandotherlocationsaffectedbycalamitysuchasthehurricane

damagedcityofNewOrleansandtheWorldTradeCentersiteofNewYork,itcouldbearguedthat

darktourismisprovidingemotionalbenefitstoboththetouristandthecommunity.Thisformof

tourismisbeingusedtoeducateaswellasraiseawareness,provideencouragementandincrease

revenueforre-building.Bybecomingmoreawareofthehorrificeventsinourpast,darktourismisin

fact,guidingustoadeeper,moresoberingawarenessoftheworldwea111ivein(Daams,2007).

Conclusion

Asstatedearlierinthispaper,thestudyoftheambiguousnatureofdarktourismcallsoutfor

discussion.Itforcesthescholartoconsidermultiplefacetsandaskmanyquestions.Anumberofthese

questionsformthebasisofthispaper:whatfactorscouldpossiblymotivateustospendourtimeand

moneyvisitingthelocationsofmisery,deathanddestructionandarethesemotivationsandintentions

honorable?Areweseekingthetragicasaformoftherapyorasaninstrumentofoursuperiorityover
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thelessfortunate?Isparticipatingindarktourismatypeofcounterbalancetoourmoralcharacteror

doesitpacifyoursenseofguilt?Whatarethefundamentalpurposesofdarktourismsites?

Itistheopinionoftheauthorthatwithcertainexceptions,thelargemajorityofdarktourism

sitesand/orattractionsthroughouttheworldareestablishedpurelytoeducate,commemorateor

promotereconciliationthroughoutpeoplesandcommunities.Indeedthisneedforcommemoration

orremembrancewouldappeartobeavitalactivitythathumansneedtoconnectustoourpast.The

desiretoreflectonthepastdefinesusinthepresent(Young,1993).Remembrancehelpsusformulate

anidentity,leam丘omourmistakesandproceedintothefUturewithaclearervision.Theauthoralso

maintainsthatitisofutmostimportancethatdarktourismsitesareabletodemonstrateandconfirm

thattheintentionsandobjectivesfortheircreationhavebeenrealizedandjustifiedthroughthe

outcomeofvisitationfromthetourists'perspective.

AsquotedbyJean-PierredeCaussade,*`Sowefollowourwanderingpaths,andthevery

dayノ ヒnEヲSSactsasourguidEヲanddoubts・5・ θrレetoreassureus.'

*JeanPierredeCaussade(7March1675‐8December1751)wasaFrenchJesuitpriestandwriterknownforhis

workAbandonmenttoDivineProvidence.
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