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...... But forty-five years ago, I was a horrid little boy who lived in Upper Leeson Street, Dublin ; and I had a Connaught nurse who

told me fairy-tales and ghost-stories. So I ought to love Irish Things, and I do.
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“Ah, here is Yukiko !...I am so pleased to see you, Yukiko !...Come a little closer.... Yukiko, I am going to die. I hope that you
will be faithful in all things to our dear lord ; —for I want you to take my place when I am gone.... I hope that you will always be
loved by him—yes, even a hundred times more than I have been—and that you will very soon be promoted to a higher rank, and
become his honored wife.... And I beg of you always to cherish our lord : never allow another woman to rob you of his affection....
This is what I wanted to say to you, dear Yukiko.... Have you been able to understand ?”

“Oh, my dear Lady,” protested Yukiko, “do not, I entreat you, say such strange things to me !.... how could I ever dare to aspire

to become the wife of our lord !”
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“Why, this way !” —responded the dying woman lifting herself with an almost superhuman effort by clinging to Yukiko's shoulders.
But as she stood erect, she quickly slipped her thin hands down over the shoulders, under the robe, and clutched the breasts of the

girl, and burst into a wicked laugh.

“I have my wish !” she cried—"I have my wish for the cherry-blossom.”
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...Mrs. Prosser, quite alone, was sitting in the twilight at the back parlour window, which was open, looking out into the orchard,
and plainly saw a hand stealthily placed upon the stone window-sill outside, as if by some one beneath the window, at her right side,
intending to climb up. There was nothing but the hand, which was rather short, but handsomely formed, and white and plump, laid

on the edge of the window-sill ; ...She uttered a loud scream and an ejaculation of terror, and at the same moment the hand was quietly

withdrawn.
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There was a candle burning on a small table at the foot of the bed, besides the one he held in one hand, a heavy ledger connected
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with his father-in-law’s business being under his arm. He drew the curtain at the side of the bed, and saw Mrs. Prosser lying, as for a
few seconds he mortally feared, dead, her face being motionless, white, and covered with a cold dew ; and on the pillow, close beside
her head, and just within the curtains, was the same white, fattish hand, the wrist resting on the pillow, and the fingers extended
towards her temple with a slow, wavy motion.

Mr. Prosser, with a horrified jerk, pitched the ledger right at the curtains behind which the owner of the hand might be supposed
to stand. The hand was instantaneously and smoothly snatched away, the curtains made a great wave, and Mr. Prosser got round
the bed in time to see the closet-door, which was at the other side, drawn close by the same white, puffy hand, as he believed.

He drew the door open with a fling, and stared in ; but the closet was empty, except for the clothes hanging from the pegs on the

wall, and the dressing-table and looking-glass facing the windows...
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Withered and bloodless though they seemed, those hands were not dead. At intervals they would stir—stealthily, like great spiders.

And nightly thereafter—beginning always at the Hour of the Ox—they would clutch and compress and torture. Only at the Hour of
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the Tiger the pain would cease.
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...] had a hideous nightmare... I saw the Hand, —the horrible Hand, —running like a scorpion or a spider along the curtains and

up and down the walls of my room... using its fingers like so many legs.
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...j'eus un affreux cauchemar. Il me sembla que je voyais la main, 'horrible main, courir comme un scorpion ou comme une

araignée le long de mes rideaux et de mes murs... en remuant les doigts comme des pattes.
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But the fleshless right hand, though parted from the wrist, still writhed ; ——and its fingers still gripped at the bleeding head——

and tore, and mangled——as the claws of the yellow crab cling fast to a fallen fruit...
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