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The Effect of s-genitive in the Newspapers
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0. 7

EREED SEHREZEOBERNELMD—DIT, s-genitiveDERDH %, 7z & 2,
Altenberg (1982:11) 2 & % &, "Her father’s arrival changed everything.”&” The
arrival of her father changed everything.” ®”Her father’s arrival” & "The arrival of
her father’ix. IAREZEORRICBE—OEW®KERL., MG OAEPAER I N TV,
L L., BAESEICB VT, Quark ef al. (1985:1277) @, "Ann’s car” & ”*the car of
Ann”%°. "the lady’s car” & ”*?the car of the lady” DL&FI» 5 bbb » 2 LS. HEH
I OW T, of -constructionB 2 FRE NV, FRATELVWEAKDH S b DOV
Bz Twa, TOFIBNTILTWS XS, s-genitive D {f F & PR 1% R & 312 of -
constructionD4EHKIZ F THRAWCHEARLTETWEDTH S, F7z. Biber ef al. (1999:
302) ZTid. s-genitiveSFHIEFBICB L TEICEAIN TV S Z EAEHI N TV D,

KBTI, FERECHEHA IS s-genitiveD HEEHFE L, & 5IZs-genitive’5TLED
FIOAINATEDE I KFEAENTOEIPRRIL TSI L LD, R EHHEERFECS-
genitive SEEIHFEHIN TV I00FET L L2 HET %,

s-genitiveDFECIZ DV T i, s-genitive (Biber ef al. 1999) %’s-genitive (Barber
1964) 7x ERER REIIHH 5D, KRR Tids-genitiveb E—T 5 2 LIZT b,

1, TR

P b B SR R EE LARE I s-genitive DSEEINODMEAIC H % T &1 DWW T, Barber (1964:
132-133) KBV T TEED LI ZBAINT WS,
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... there are one or two changes going on in the language of inflexions. One clear
one is the spreading of the ’s-genitive at the expense of the of-genitive at the
expense of the of ... You will easily find many more examples in books and in
newspapers. (Barber 1964:132-133)

D% Y. of-construction?’s-genitivelCE Xz S . F/ INIFFFFHEEF BV
T, SVELFEHERTHREEL TS,

Bl 3 —/3A T =2 BT 2 BERZSHTICB VL TH, Biber ef al. (1999:302) 1.
”The frequency of the s-genitive is particularly high in news, presumably because it
represents a good way of compressing information.” & L C. $FICHHEFE & v 5 EFEME
BRIz BV Cs-genitive R B ELFHEINTOIZ LI EREHLTWSE, LrL, %
DEHWDOWT, XOEMELOAETIERWr LHGHL TV 505, MIEZH#T Twi, i
DEITHFEIZ BT b Journalism D HKEEIZ s-genitive 3B W WS FRiEH 5 H5, BHHIZ
DLTREFIEER S LTV,

¥ 7z. Waterstone (1993:187) &, 4 ¥V ADOKEK The MirrorDAZANT v 7D
H1C, s-genitiveld, FEEFEICB T, ”Although it has no purpose and doesn’t save
space (Birmingham’s New Street is in fact one en longer than New Street, Birmin
gham) it is harmless enough—as is a nervous tic.”& LT\ 5%, "RICEHMIZZ (. A
—ZADETH R, L LT, WA BT 2B, ”Birmingham’s New Street” & New
Street, Birmingham” DR & DEWEFICE T CHBL T2,

DD, BITHRICBWLTIE, s-genitiveSFHEFBICZ VL WIFERIIR 5N S
B, FOHBIZOWLTIIBHRTH 2, Z 2T, FETIX. FHEHEFE BT 5 s-genitivedD
LRM, LERCXOEHLOATH2O0ERERAAZ I LT 5,

2. oth

SEEALETFA N, A F) AOHFHETEBEE» 513, The Times (LAT Times),
The Guardian (Guardian), The Daily Telegraph (Telegraph) %. Tz KFH 513,
The Daily Mail (Mail), The Express (Express), The Mirror (Mirror), The Sun (Sun)
D 7THDI999FE 8 H26H»5 9 B 5 HORLER5IH L7,

ELNTVREEIZODWVTEERITH> TR,

¥ 720 Bl A, XHIC B B Capital letter D R R ECR S H B 03, T h
. FHEEATHEAINEXFOEY KR L 727 TH 5,
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2.1 BREADFEE L s-genitiveDRIHFR

s-genitive DM EFEIF. BRI LD, R RERTIHESCID A FEDH S
. SEN. FIEEE CEA SN T S s-genitive®, Quirk ef al. (1985:324) TREN
7o ZE OG> THEERL T

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

69

(g)

PERSONAL NAMES

(4)  Dr Mowlam’s failure (30 Aug. 1999 Times)

(5)  Ms Mowlam’s decision (28 Sep. 1999 Guardian)

(6)  striker Owen’s first appearance (28 Aug. 1999 Mirror)
(7) My Blair’s next Cabinet (28 Aug. Sun)

PERSONAL NOUNS

(8)  his daughter’s decision (30 Aug. 1999 Times)

(9)  The priest’s view (30 Aug. 1999 Times)

(10) a killer’s secret (28 Sep. 1999 The Express)

(11)  The teenagers’ ordeal (30 Aug. 1999 Times)
ANIMAL NOUNS

(12)  cow’s milk (28 Aug. 1999 Mirror)

COLLECTIVE NOUNS

(13) Labour’s success (28 Sep. 1999 Times)

(14)  the Government’s flagship (28 Sep. 1999 Times)

(15)  United’s invincibility tag (28 Aug. 1999 Mirror)
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

(16) Dublin’s main post office (28 Sep. 1999 Guardian)
(17) Russia’s acting prosecutor-general (28 Aug. 1999 Guardian)
(18) Britain’s NO1 newspaper (28 Aug. 1999 Sun)
"LOCATIVE NOUNS’

(19)  the country’s livestock crisis (28 Aug. 1999 Express)
(20) the province’s police (26 Aug. 1999 Mazl)
TEMPORAL NOUNS

(21) last year’s winner Westminster (28 Aug. 1999 Express)
(22)  the previous night’s big game (28 Aug. 1999 Express)
(23)  yesterday’s agreement (30 Aug. 1999 Times)

(24) Thursday’s statement (28 Aug. 1999 Telegraph)

(25) an easy 90 minutes’ drive (28 Aug. 1999 Sun)
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(h) OTHER NOUNS "OF SPECIAL RELEVANCE TO HUMAN ACTIVITY’
(26) the poll’s result

(@ »5 OFEICB T, FHER TEAWICE WHES, (a) PERSONAL
NAMESO#EETH 5, iz, (D15 (10) DL S, s-genitive3HEATHND FH DR
HERLITHBRLEL. INERD L. BhicXOEMbE L THERAEAHEICD S
ZEREBEETERY, (b)) PERSONAL NOUNSKZOWT b, ZOHAFAANDOFEHKE L
THEET 2H610% {. —F. (d COLLECTIVE NOUNS. (¢) GEOGRAPHICAL
NAMESiz DWW T id. BIZE4E. of -constructionDFidiZ & A ¥R 6517, s-genitiveds
BRI LH01 %0,

KiZ (g) TEMPORAL NOUNSO AL b FHEE BV THEHIN TS, (hOTHER
NOUNS 'OF SPECIAL RELEVANCE TO HUMAN ACTIVITY i oW Tix, (29)®
the poll’s result® & 3 ZBIHFEYE T 22, SEIOFEHLFHE» S ZFERTEhr o7,

ZOWERICHT- D . FEESEOHIRE I s-genitiveDE WEIF & LU T, s-genitivedS[L#iFH
DEALFC  TREAZHEAL TERS I, FHEBEREOFAVEEINLIOTRLEHZ
Tz, EZBcik, (@25 (h)OFID X 512, s-genitive D HLA 7 {5 FIETEE > & iR
T35, FHEEFEORFRFERINZ» o1z, R TE D 7% 513, of-const-
ructionCHbAIRENS, (d). (e) DEHEEDKFEDH Ts-genitiveMEA XN T2 L T
b5,

Fie. OBELOERBLTAHDL E, —RiTs-genitive DA X 1 5 #ilE 2, FrEELE
WEBOWTHERARTH 5. “when, “where,” “who" WY T 2 HECHEHINTWE T
Lbh b, “where”iZH7225 b Dv5(e) DB, “when”iZ b7z 5 (g) DFI. £ L T who”
WCH725b0H (DX, BFEAANTEROKEEE % R7- T s-genitiveTH D LD &
3z, FHESE DKM L s-genitiveDEERED S £ {BABL TB Y. ZHd3, s-genitiveD%
Hizo%hioTwnb, Lrd, FEOKEED Y — FH100550 58005BRE OHIZ,
“who,”“*when,”“where” # BAFEIZECH T2 L W I FIE ORI L D, s-genitiveSFEH I
BRI LRBRDZEEVR DB, T, FHEEREIC I s-genitiveZ &L HEFRA T,
FHROBEE L L T Ds-genitiveddF L A SN T W52, Quirk ef al. (1985:322) i3
“There is a tendency for genitives to be taken as subjective, and for of -constructions
to be taken as objectives.” & L T. F&iZiks-genitivex, % L THMKIZIZof -const
ructionZ B A EAIC H 2 L8R L TV 5 A5 5 b s-genitive S EBORH L EHL T
WA I EBbirsd,

UED X 21z, HEEEICB Y Ss-genitivelZ iX. BAlRFERENH LT TIER L.
s-genitive D fH & N % &ik§ L FTRIEFORHR E VWFEELHERD 2 L w2 5,
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2.2 XhiZH T B s-genitiveDfEREK

KIZ, X BT 5 s-genitiveDFEAHEWC OV TEREHAA S, BicEKRET | WIzD
. Ny F 74 e Z2DORHL BBOEKIED TH 5 LeadsO XHWC B 5 HHTET
Hb, TLD QRN »5(29) 1k, Leadsh H5|HL 7z,

(27)  PRINCE William's school Eton ranks just 13th in a combined state and
independent school exams league table. (28 Aug. 1999 Ma:l)

(28) A PILOT’S complaint about the taste of the in-flight coffee helped smash
a major drugs and weapons smuggling operation centred on a top airline, it
emerged last night. (27 Aug. 1999 Express)

(29)  The Prime Minister’s press secretary, Alstair Campbell, apparently wrote

a pretend Queen’s Speech for his own amusement. (30 Sep. 1999 Sun)

QN5 29) DX, LeadsDEEES TH 505, Q1) TiE, ZDELBEORA bk
%Eton School® 7 > ¥ > 72 D>Ww T, "PRINCE William®D#i> T3, LI F&EC
BILDEWEZZFHEICHL THEDORL%E5]  AiZs-genitive 2 FhRANHERH L T 3
EWwz b, 2% 0, BOBELEIW THE5|L, % b b eye-catching” D Fh & T s-
genitive W MEHIN T3, 2BV THFEERIC, "A PILOT'S"BSFTHEDOE 251 &, %
2BV TYH, EAAFALD bERBERICHL THEZS W TWw S, FICERETY.
Capital letter 2L TWwa 2 b b, SBRHRIT LWL EWIEXFOERMY D
nb,

TEROD (30) > 5 (33) DFlIZ. Headline® FEFFTH %,

(30) JACK’S ATTACK ON THE NASSER FLAK (28 Aug. 1999 Mirror)
(31) Mother’s tears for Laura, 9 (27 Aug. 1999 Mirror)

(32) Trevor’s awe over shark (28 Aug. 1999 Sun)

(33)  Fugitive’s revenge (30 Aug. 1999 Mail)

Z D & > %% Headline® §HHIZ s-genitive #FEH T 2B IEZHE > %5, I Ds-genitive
HAEIE. XORMELL I BHZT TR, THZ3IK RELTHAEATHS &
WZ %,

Reah (1998:17) 3. ~v ¥ 74 » OFHHIZ DWW T, “Headline writers use a range of
language devices to make their headlines memorable and striking.” & L. ~v F 7 A >

ZEBFEOMATIE. ~y F o4& "THBOTEICES O, BENZHNRZE525 b

— 297 —



FrEZEEE I B U 5 s-genitive DEFAZIR

D) EOISBETERTAELTVS, ZOHA»S b, s-genitiveDBERENBRNCFIA &
NTWwWbZeBbh b,

Bz 2D XD RBIREFRKEL D DARK., Vv Tk, BEREZ L O—RETHELD
bAR—YEBIZE I BRIES NIz,

2.3 T2 X PRIZHET Bs-genitiveD(ERX
K. s-genitive® T 7 A MR BFAFERHERXOVWTERET S, Taed(34) & (35) D
Bl ZOBTH 5,

(34) Irwin has a painful achilles tendon and could be sidelined for two weeks
at least. Jrwin’s loss means Phil Neville will have to play left-back. (3 Sep.
Mirror)

(35) ACTOR Michae! Williams have told friends ... . Tragically, Michael’s
illness struck at a time ... . And although Michael’s own career has never
shown ... . It is believed Michael’s cancer was discovered in June ... . (26
Aug. 1999 Mirror)

(34) TiE. Irwin& W5 AMIDSHAIOXDNHETES T 5, K2, 2EHDOXUTBW T,
Irwin’s loss& 9 X 5 iZs-genitiveSMFEH I N T w3, BEDT 7 A b ThHIIX. 2&H
DX Tlthisk WHIRLATRIT 2 HFPERTHD ., XOGHILL LT HEETEZ S L2
A2THb, LipL, BlZ Ts-genitiveZF|HT B2 L2k D, IrwinTh 3 Z L 2EAREIIR
LTw3, (35) OFIXDMichael DFERED T HRIRD Z L0502 %, FEZFH LS
&, G TR OICBREAFELERE T ICEELFAEZERT 2 A, HHC. LDE
B RIED %, AL L ) ERCHECRIEA B0, REFETR L L BB LA
EHEHALTWEDTHS, ZDEIZIX. s-genitive BLBERAIRTHY ., ZDHILH b,
s-genitive S DEHMED BT T FERINTVLBEDTRRWI L8bh 5,

Fiz, TRED(36) & (3N 1x. EZBROEEDRITH 5,

(36) Have the hopes and expectations that followed Diana’s death dissipated?
Are we, bit by bit, sliding back to the cool, ... the Princess’s death? After all,
the Royal Family were ... Diana’s style. Some may say it is unrealistic to
... Diana’s memory. (28 Aug. 1999 Mail)

(37) PRINCE Edward was forced into making a humiliating apology last night

for running down Britain while he was abroad. The Prince’s comments to
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the New York Times were... . He said Edward’s remarks... . (3 Sep. 1999
Mail)

ERDOFITHODb®»S L 51, EEBEROAMC DL TIIRBARER S 2V, BicA
FUADOHFHECE VT, EEBROLFIBAR SN 20, REFA TR L. Diana’s®
Princess’s®D & 5z, BEHHFAICs-genitive#HHL T, VLS ABSFEHEINATL
5DBbirb,

Riz. TRED(38) k. £%F (Variation) OFITH 3,

(38) ROBBIE FOWLER became a father last week - now he has to prove he
is not a baby. ... They all poured pressure on Liverpool’s master striker.

(3 Sep. 1999 Sun)

ZOFITIE. ROBBIE FOWLERIZDW T, REFAEZBEHE T, Liverpool’s master
striker EEZBL TWEH, ZOERRFICBWVLTH ., s-genitive "B RGCHFEH I TL
b, ZOXIREBE, FCAR—YEECSHAIWERCH 5,

TED (BN IF. —DDOLEELEIIB T B s-genitiveDFERHEDHITH %,

(39) PRINCESS Diana’s mother appealed for her daughter to be allowed to

rest...

Yet Mr Al Fayed’s lawyers not only contested the findings of the two-
year investigation but continued to blame everybody else ....

Mr Al Fayed’s spokesman Laurie Mayer said: '"He is pleased that ... .

Diana’s brother Earl Spenser said he too believed that ... .

St James’s Palace refused to comment.

Mr Al Fayed’s French lawyers insist that if there had been no paparazzi
present ... .

The former bodyguard’s solicitors will study the judge’s report ....

Henry Paul’s parents said they will appeal. At their home ....

Prince Charles’s appearance with his son came at the inauguration ... .

Prince Charles’s appearance with his son came at the inauguration
(4 Sep. 1999 Mail)

I3, IDDEBOKREDCEEEZY vy 77 v 7UTEIALEITH 25, siELk%
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BLT, FEAEETOREOHHIZs-genitiveZERA L T3, #&idix. 2R%EHO
YetD AT, —RT5EMRBRUEZT 20, tAERKEONL, VALBEBHD, 5B
BB DSt James’s Palace I DWW TIid, BEBEFATIED 55, s-genitiveD T < BEHE &%
B SCHICEW TR—ME 2R 720 Tld kv, 2L T, BEROXHD Eton’s THED
CLKBEVIFERBZTERLLELDCLRbNE, 20L& 5 BEIZ. B Day
Mail TH% L BgEI Tz,

ZDES7%, 7TFAIMTOERS, ERLBESTIIITo TwRwy, BfLD b
AKFMTEIVERoNd, RRIEKOFTH, KELBORY — FEBID R EnS5FEZT
b, IheDFERIZ. B2 XOEMEDI:D T nwZ b b,

3. Conclusion

UED & S5, FFEETEICBIT 5 s-genitiveDFEHHHEIZ OV THRIEZAA T, T,
B FEEE C s-genitive 3 Z WHEH X, Bonz7 —FRICEHE2»HD L0, REOE
MBEEHRE LI ZEREETER Y, LirL, FARKFR2ITRLIZEB D, s-genitiveD #
Bz ERES, FHEGZBE TLERARZBEHRE) FLARLTWELHTHS I L, %
7oL 22TARLIZEBY, MHICEBIT 57 E D "H%5| < eye-catchingy ZhE. £7/:23T
MLz EBD, 7FAMNATREHALZEAY FICHR L EREICRZ 2R R EBRIES 1L
V2o E72. s-genitivedd, V¥ YNV TRAR—VEERITY v FILHE, - ABRCEL
ZEbREEs iz,

SHRIT. BEMLSI. s-genitiveD EH, B DREOHEZ EbERIZANL L
SEELI v, 51, HOSEEAR L OHBLLETHS I,

F72. The TimesDAZ ANT v 7 TH5, Austin (1999:13) BT, apostrophe
DELR T 2 BB U T3 TIE. " The Times’s style” VX, ” Times style” D & 5 127’s” DA
BOIAREE L TWwd, 2OLD W, IETIR, "s"OEBROBERINTETE Y, 16itid
PARE. BESE & HICHEINOEMIC & - 7z s-genitivedd, SHRBA OERNICBEAT T2 b F
Ao,

Burchfield (1998:60-61) iX. “apostrophe”iZ D V>T”apostrophe” & L T _—1it#dic &
J % apostrophe DFEHIC OV TEELZHL TWLEHN, ZOHIKODVLTHSEFEFEHL T
VB oTn3g,

#) ARFiE. 20004F10A28H icfTb v, HEAEXFESHENE R IHHESIMEAS W TOE
RELLZDDOO—HRIZ, ME, BEZMZIbDTH 3,
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