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長谷川 和 子

史的現在 は過去に起 こった物語 を、 目前で起ってい るかの如 く生 き生 きと描写す る為の

手法である と言われてきた。1991年 よ りの拙稿4編 で、チ ョウサーが史的現在を或 る動詞

や助動詞 に付与す る規範 を明 らか にした。それ は 「戦 う」 よ りも 「刺 す、切 る」の よう

に、 より具体性 を持 つ動的動詞 に付与 され易 く、 また、意味的 に動性 に欠 ける動詞で も、

物語の進展 に重要な鍵 とな る暗示的事件や主人公の大 きな心理的動揺 には付与 されてい

る。特 に物語中での音表現 に史的現在が多用 されている事か ら、彼の作品が基本的 に 黙読

み聞かせ文学"で あった事 との関連 に注 目した。つ まり音表現の史的現在 は、聴衆が朗読

者 の声 を通 じて物語中の音 を聞 くとい う音 の二重性、 もしくは重奏性のための工夫である

と結論づ けた。チ ョウサーの死後、1478年 にキャクス トンにより 『カンタベ リー物語』が

出版 され、1598年 にスペー トによりチ ョウサーの作品群が、そ して推定1630年 代に 『トロ

イラスとク リセイダ』の3巻 が不明の人物 によ り翻訳、改訂 された。本研究 は17世 紀初頭

の読書時代 における翻訳本で、 この史的現在 の工夫が どの ように取扱われてい るかを調べ

た。 その結果チ ョウサーでは同じ く3巻 で51の 史的現在の出現が翻訳版では13に 減少 して

いる。特 にチ ョウサーでは現在形付与 が顕著 な副詞nowと 共起す るBe動 詞 に関 しては全

て過去扱いであ り、心理的動揺 の現在形付与 も全 くない。13の 内、現在形付与 は話者の心

理が反映 され る法助動詞に多発 している。韻律上の必然 から現在形が付与 された例が3例

あ り、典型的 な史的現在の使用は2例 のみである。以上の事 などか ら読書が確立 した時代

にあっては史的現在への要求が低かった事が解 る。 この事実はチョウサーの史的現在が、

正 に読 み聞かせ文学 としての生 き生 き表現 の為 の工夫であった と再確認 した。
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AComparativeStudyofChaucer'sHistoricalPresent

inTroilusandCriseydeandIts1'lt"-CenturyModernization

HASEGAWAKazuko

Introduction

Mypreviousstudiesonthehistoricalpresent(henceforthHP)usedbyChaucerprove

thatheuseditundersomecriteria.Thestudyin1991clarifiesthevaguenessof

"immediacy"and"vividness"whichBurnleyattributestotheemploymentofHP .1

Thatis,HPisgenerallyemployedwhenaverbwiththesemanticfeatureofdynamism

orconcretenessisusedtoexpressanactionofamajorcharacterinfocus.

Evenifaverblacksthefeatureofdynamismorconcreteness,theverbisgiventhe

presenttensewhenitisusedinthedescriptionofsoundsandaninevitableeventfor

thedevelopmentofastoryorthestrongemotionaloscillationofacharacterinfocus.

EspeciallytheemploymentofHPinthedescriptionofsoundsledmetofurther

studies.IfoundinTheKnightTalethatHPinthesound-descriptiongaveakindof

tensiontoalongnarrativeandtightenedit.AndIwasconfrontedwiththenon-

employmentofHPinthesceneoftheuproariouschaseafterafoxinTheNun's

Priest'sTale.Mystudyin1994recountssomereasonsforit.2SubsequentlyIinvesti-

gatedallthesound-descriptioninTheCanterburyTalesin1995.3Thestudyconcludes

thataverbrelatedwithasoundisgenerallyexpressedinHPwhenthesoundandan

actionofacharacterinatopicaresynchronousandtheverbisfreefromthemetrical

exigencies.AnditprovesthattheeffectofHPistohighlightsoundsinanarrative

recitedbyareciter.Thatis,theuseofHPisbasedonthedualismofsoundsinthe

narrativeandthereciter'svoice.Itmusthavebeenadevicefortheaudience,notthe

readersoftheTales.

ItissafelysaidthatTroilusandCriseyde(henceforthTC)wasalsorecitedbefore

audienceasTheCanterburyTales.QnthemanuscriptofTCkeptinCambridge,there

isafrontispieceinwhichChaucerisnarratingtheworkinthecourtofRichardII,

althoughsomecriticsclaimthatthesceneisthepictorialfiction.4Apartfromthe

fidelityofthepicture,tolistentoarecitednarrativewasacommoncustomofthe
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contemporarywithChaucer,whocouldneitherreadlettersnorbuyexpensivebooks.

AfterthetimeofChaucer,WilliamCaxtonpublishedTheCanterburyTalesinc.1478

asthefirsteditionandinc.1484asthesecondone.51ntheearlyReformationperiod,

anumberofEnglishWycliffitetextswerepublished.sIn1598,ThomasSpeghtpubli-

shedhiseditionofChaucer'sworks.'Andananonymousauthorwhoisconjecturedto

beJonathanSidnampublishedthe17t"-centurymodernizationofthefirstthreebooks

ofTCinthe1630iesalthoughthedefinitedateofthecompositionisuncertain.$

Inthisstudy,IwouldliketoexaminewhetherthedeviceofHPwasacceptedinthe

dayswhenpeoplebegantoreadnarratives,inordertoconfirmthemeaningofthe

employmentofHPinChaucer.Andanotherpurposeistomakeapartialamendment

tomypreviousstudyin1993.Forthisstudy,IwillinvestigatetheoriginalTCgandthe

17th-centurymodernizationmentionedabove.AndthedefinitionofHPwillfollowthe

oneinmystudyin1991.

1.OThepresenttensegiventoverbswhichexpressGods'actionsinBookI

Inmystudyin1991,verbsinthepresenttensedepictingactionsofGodsincluding

mythologicalGodsandastronomicalbodiesareexcludedfromthedefinitionofHP

becauseitcanberegardedasthepresentofgeneraltruthbasedontheubiquityand

immutabilityofGods.

Itisanotherinteresttoseethetreatmentofsuchverbsinthe17t"-centurymoderniza-

tionalthoughtheinterestseemstobeadeviationfromChaucer'sEnglish(henceforth

themodernizationwillbeexpressedasI7t`'-TCanditsauthorbedoneasJ.S.according

tothesignatureonthefirstpageofthemodernization).Thecomparison,however,will

showacommontreatmentforGods'ubiquityifthepresenttenseisstillgiveninthe

modernization.Onthecontrary,ifnot,itwillbeclearthattheassignmentofthe

presenttenseforGods'actionsispeculiaratleasttoChaucer.

ThefirstexampleofthedescriptionofGoddess'actioninTCbyChaucerisfound

instanza20.

(1)...andthusFortuneonlofte

Andundereftganhemtowhielenbothe

Aftirhircourse,aywhilthattheiwerewrothe. {11.138-40,stz.20}

ThusFortuneplac'therfauouresheereandthere
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Sometimesonthose,andsometimesuponthese

Buteuervpothemthatdidherplease.

ThefirstquotationaboveadottedlineisfromChaucer'sTCandthesecondbelow

thelineisfromthe17t"-TC(hencefortheveryquotationwillfollowthisorder).Chaucer

usestheverbganfortheactionofFortune.Itisclarifiedinmystudyin1991thatthe

ingressivefeatureofganpreventsitfromgettingthepresenttenseandTrugott

regardsitasthe"carrierofthepasttense."10Andthetranslatorofthe17th-TCuses

theverbplac'tinthepreterit.

Instanza30,theGodofLovegetsangryandintendstobeavengedonTroilus.

(2)AtwhichtheGodofLoveganTokenrowe

Rightfordespit,andshopfortobenwroken.

HekiddeanonhisBowenasnaughtbroken;

Forsodeynlyhehittehymattefulle-

Andyetasproudapekokkanhepulle.(11 .206-10,stz.30}[ltalicsmine]

AtwchyeGodofloue,look'tangrilie

Andmeanttogiuehimanundoubtedtoken

Thatnoneofallhisarrowsyetwerebroken

Forsuddainelieheechoseonefrotherest

WchmadehimtolettfallhisPeacockscrest.

InChaucer,heusesganasinexample1(henceforthEx1),shop,kidde,nas,andhitte

andJ.S.useslook't,mean't,werebroken,chose,andmade.Bothofthemgivethe

preterittensetoallverbs.TheactionsofTroilusandFortuneinstanza20andTroilus

andLoveinstanza30areinterwoveneachother.Shortlytosay,FortuneandLove

behaveinthesametemporalframewithTroilus'.Consequentlytheiractionsare

expressedinthepreterittense.Butinthelastlineofstanza30inChaucer'sTC,the

auxiliarykanappearsinthepresenttense.ItisnotHPbecauseChaucerexpressesthe

generalabilityoftheGodofLove,nottheactionofhispulling.Especiallytheadverbial

phrase,asproudapekok,generalizesthecharacterofLove.Ontheotherhand,in

17th-TC,J.S.paraphrasestheoriginalwithoutthedirectcorrespondent,andheshows

adifferentinterpretationofapekok,leavingtheproblemwhoisapekok.Astotheuse
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oftheauxiliarykaninthepresenttense,thereisonemoreexampleinBookI.

(3)BussedbeLove,thatkanthusfolkconverte! (1.308,stz.44}

Andnowhewishetheueriehouretodie

Soedeepeherlookeshauestruckhimtoyehart

Oblestbeloue,thatcouldhimthusconuert,

Intheabovepairofquotations,thereisaninterestingreversedassignmentofthe

tenses.InChaucer'sTC,hegivesthepresenttensetotheauxiliarykanwhichstates

theuniversalabilityoftheGodofLoveasinEx2.Andtheobjectofthepredicatekan

conveyteisgeneralizedasfolk.Onthecontrary,in17t"-TC,theauxiliarycouldinthe

preterittenseisgiven.Atthesametime,thegeneralizedobjectinChauer'sTCis

specifiedtobeTroilusbyusingthepronounhim.AndJ.S.givesthepresenttenseto

theverbswishethandhaueofwhichsubjectsareTroilusandCriseyde'slooksrespec-

tively.ThepresenttenseofthosetwoverbsareHP.However,thepresenttenseofthe

disyllabicverbwishethiscompulsoryforthemetricalschemeincontrastwithits

monosyllabicpreteritwish't.Ontheotherhand,thepresenttenseoftheverbhaueis

freefromthemetricalexigenciessothatthispresenttenseisanintentionaland

outstandingadoptionin17t"-TC.

InBookI,IhaveonlythreeexamplesofGods'actionsnarratedbythenarrator

althoughthereareotherdescriptionsstatedbyacharacterinascene.Asfarasthe

firstbookisconcerned,Chaucergivesthepresenttenseofgeneraltruthtoverbsfor

Gods'actionsexceptfortheverbganandotherswhichsynchronizewiththeactions

ofTroilus.Judgingfromthreeexamples,itisnotdefinitewhethertheexclusionof

suchverbsinthepresenttensefromthesedataofHPshouldbeinevitable.ThenIwill

continuetoexamineverbsforGods'actionsinBookIIandBookIIIandwilltreat

theminanindependentitemofthedefiniteHP.

1.1HPsinBookI

ThemodernizationbyJ.S.isnotword-for-wordtranslationbutakindofparaphrase.

Inthe17t"-century,Chaucer'swordsgrewantiquatedfasterthanhisforecast:"Ye

knoweekthatinformeofspecheischaungeWithinneathousandyeer,andwordestho

Thathaddenpris,nowwondernyceandstraunge..."(ll.22-4,BookII).Someofthem

253



『トロイラス とク リセイ ダ』 と17世 紀翻訳本 における史的現在の比較研究

changedintheirmeaningsorinthephoneticsystems.EspeciallyJ.S.facedtheproblem

createdbytheshiftofstresswhichwasrelatedtothemetricalscheme.Thereforeone

maysaythatasimplecomparisonoftheoccurrencesofHPisnotsignificant.Butthe

translatoroughttohavechoseneithertensewhenachangeofthetensedidnot

influencethenumberofsyllableasseeninthepairofhadandhaueinEx3.Andwhen

thetranslatorwantedtheemploymentofHPstillevenifthechangebroughtasyllabic

disorder,heoughttohavedevisedthemetricalarrangementonthelevelofaline,not

alevelofaword.SoIbelievehischoiceofthetenseshowshistendencytowardHP.

ThefirstbookincludesnineHPsinfourstanzas.

(4)Hymdidenbotheworshipandservyce,

Intrustthathebathkonnyngehemtorede

Ineveryperilwhichthatistodrede.(11.82-4,stz.12)

AndhonourduetooneofNoblerace

Forwelltheyhop'tinallEuentestoheare

Frohimwhattopursue,andwhattofeare

InthequotationfromChaucer,theverbbathoccursintheappositiveclausewhich

explainsthecontentofthewordtrust.InModernEnglish,itshouldtakethepasttense

asTatlockandMackayetranslateitinto"inhopethathehadcunning..."(379).11fihe

presentverbisinline84shouldbeinthepasttenseinModernEnglishtoo.Forthe

prepositionalphrase"ineveryperil"whichincludestheantecedentoftherelative

pronounisapartoftheprecedingline.InChaucer,theprecedingverbbathinfluences

thefollowingverbisintherelativeclause,apartfromthefactthatthepresenttense

wasusedtoexpressthefutureeventinMiddleEnglish.TatlockandMackayecontinue

as"...tocouselthemineveryperilwhichtheyhadtofear"(379).Inthequotation

fromJ.S.,thereisnoverbsinthepresenttense.

(5)Whenhewasfrothetemplethusdeparted,

Hestreghtanonuntohispaleystorneth.

Rightwithhirelookthorugh-shotenand

thorugh-darted,

Alfeynethheinlustthathesojoyneth,
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Andalhischereandspechealsoheborneth. (11.323-7,stz.47)

AndfroyeTemple,ashedidreturne,

VntoyePaliacestraighthebenthiswale

Scorch'twthyeflameinwchhishartdidburne,

Andthoughhewellforesawhisownedecaie

Yetleastasuddainechandgeshouldhimbetraie.

BasicallyIexcludeverbsinthepresenttenseintherhymedpositionfromthesedata

ofHP.Butthethreepresentverbstorneth,sojorneth,andbornethinEx5areincluded.

Fortherhymeschemecan'tbedisorderedeveniftheyarechangedtothepreteritin

theposition.Inthisscene,Troilustriestoconcealhisfallinginlove.TheuseofHP

highlightsthepsychologicaloscillationbehindtheactionsofanimportantcharacter.

AndIfindnoverbsinthepresenttensein17t"-TC.

(6)Butargumentestohisconclusioun:

Thatsheofhimwoldehancompassioun,

Andhetobenhiremanwhilehemaydure. (11.466-8,stz.67)

Butreasonsdrawnetothisconclusion

Thatsheewouldpittiehisdistresseasone.

Thatvow'dhimselfeaSeruanttoherWill

InthefirstquotationinEx6,theauxiliarymayisusedinline468.Herethecontent

ofconclusiouninline466isdeveloped.TatolockandMackayetranslatethelinesinto

"...thatsheshouldhavecompassiononhimandhemightbehermanforlife"(385).

SimilarlyJ.S.paraphrasesthemwithneitherverbsnortheauxiliaryinthepresent

tense.

(7)NowlatusstynteofTroilusastounde,

Thatfarethlikamanthathurtissnore,

Andissomdeelofakynggeofhiswownde

Ylissedwel,butheelednodeelmoore,

And,asanesypacyent,theloore
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AbitofhymthatBoothaboutehiscure;

Andthushedryethforthhisaventure, (11.1086-92,stz.156)

AndheereweeleauetospeakeofTroilus

Whohadahartthatallhispatiencetried

YetbyyefrendliehelpeofPandarus.

Hefoundhissmartingwoundwellpacified

Thoughnotsoehealdbuthemuststillabide

Whatshouldbethoughtonfurtherforhiscure

Wchheresoludwthpatiencetoendure.

Intheabovequotation,ChaucerusestwoHPsfarethanddryeth.Behavinglikeaman

withsorehurtandasapatientabidinganadvice,Troilusendureshisfortune.These

twoverbslackthedynamismwhichisthefirstconditionforaverbtogetthepresent

tense.They,however,suggesthishiddenemotionalconflictandaresuitabletobe

expressedinHP.Moreover,theverbfayethiscompulsorybecauseitspreteritferdis

monosyllabic.WhileChaucerdevisesbyHP,J.S.adoptstheinfinitetoendureinstead

ofthefiniteverbdryeth.Theinterestingpresenttensein17th-fiCistheauxiliarymust

inthefifthlineofthequotation.Thesubjectforthepredicateincludingtheauxiliary

mustisTroilus,notthe"esypacyent."Asthispresenttenseisnotinsimile,itisHP

whichisthesecondexamplebyJ.S.Ontheotherhand,inChaucer'sTC,therearefour

verbsinthepresenttensebesidesthetwoHPsmentionedabove.Theyaretwoiss,abit,

andgooth.TheyareusedintwokindsofsimileIedbytheprepositionslikeandas.

Theyarethepresentofgeneraltruthbecausethemanwhomustabideanadviceisnot

Troilusbut"apacyent."

1.2ASummaryofBookI

TherearenineHPsinBookIbyChaucer.GenerallyJ.S.avoidsusingHPinhis

modernization.Sometimeshechangesthetenseofverbsfromthepresenttothe

preteritasseeninthefollowingcomparison:"Hestreghtanonuntohispalaystoyneth

(1.323)"and"AndfroyeTemple,aShe・didreturne."Sometimeshechangesthefinite

verbin"Andthushedryethforthhisaventure(1.1092),"intotheinfinitein"Wchhe

resoludwthpatiencetoendure."Sometimesheomitsacrucialclauseandchangesthe

origina1"Andhetobehiremanwhilehemの ・duce"(1.468>tohiscompleteparaphrase
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"Thatvow'dhimselfeaSeruanttoherWill ."HeadoptsonlythreeHPs,wisheth,haue,

andmustinEx3andEx7.Andtheverbwishethiscompulsoryforthemetrical

scheme.Theverbhaueinthepresenttensedoesnotdisorderthemeterifitisreplaced

withitspreterit.Andasitlackssemanticdynamism,thepresenttenseistoexpressthe

psychologicaloscillationofamajorcharacter.Thentherearisesaquestionwhyhe

doesn'tuseitinthesceneinEx5inwhichChaucerusesHPs.Incomparisonwiththese

twooppositetreatment,J.S.seemstohighlightthemostshockingandcrucialhappen-

ingthatCriseydelookedatTroilusandherlookingconvertedhisscornforloversinto

thesuffererforhisownlove.Andtheuseofthepresenttensetotheauxiliarymustin

Ex7isabruptintheenvironmentofmanypreteritsofotherverbsinthestanza.

2.OThepresenttensegiventoverbswhichexpressGods'ActionsinBookII

ThereisnodescriptionofGods'actionsrelatedbythenarrator.

2.1HPsinBookII

TherearetenoccurrencesofHPinfivestanzasinBookIIbyChaucer.Threeof

themarenewlycountedinthepresentdataasanamendmenttomypreviousstudyin

1993.

(8}NowlatusstynteofTroilusathrowe,

Thatridethforth,andlatustronefaste

UntoCriseyde,... (11.687-9,stz.99)

ButLettvsnowleaueTroilus,whilstthat

HeforthuntoyePallacestraightdothride

AndturneagainetoCresida,...

(9)Thisyerdwaslarge,andrayledalleth'aleyes,

Andshadewedwelwithblosmybowesgrene,

Andbenchednewe,andsondedalletheweyes,

Inwhichshewalketharminarmbitwene,(11 .820-3,stz.118)

Theplacewaslardgewt"Alleysrailedround.

Andshadow'dwellwt"goodliebloomingtrees,
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Adorn'dwt"Seates,andgraueldwastheground

Inwchsheewalkingarmeinarmethemsees

AndheavesAntigonebysweetedegrees,

Inthetwoexamplesabove,theverbsofthemovementfromoneplacetoanotherare

typicallygiventhepresenttensebyChaucer.Atthesametime,thepresenttenseofthe

verbridethcan'tbereplacedwithitspreteritgoodwhichismonosyllabic.J.S.givesthe

presenttensetotheverbrydebyaddingthedummytense-carrierdothinEx8inorder

toarrangethepentameter.UnlikethecaseofChaucer,J.S.couldhavereplacedthe

presenttensewiththetense-carrierdid,ifhehadintendedtousethepreterit.Soitmay

beHP.Butthesubordinateclausewiththepredicateinthepresentmodifiesthemain

clause.Andboththepresenttenseoftheverblettinthemainclauseandthepresent

tenseoftheverbturneinthenextsentenceafterthequestionedsubordinateclauseare

thenarrator'spresent.Judgingfromthisenvironmentofthenarrator'saddresstohis

audience,itmaybebetterthatthepresentofthepredicatedothrideinquestionis

interpretedasthenarrator'spresent.TatlockandMackayechangethecrucialverb

intotheparticiplein"NowletusforaseasonleaveTroilusridingon..."(407).

InEx9,J.S.changesthefinitewalkethinChaucertoitsparticiplewalkingasan

adverb.Insteadofit,hegivesthepresenttensetotheverbsseeandhearwhicharenot

foundinChaucer'soriginal.Thepresent-verbseesanditspreteritsawareboth

monosyllabicbutthepresentseesisrhymedwithtreesintwolinesahead.Inregardto

theverbhear,thepresenttensewiththethirdpersonmorphemeharmonizeswiththe

ヘ ノミ
iambicpentameter:AndhearesAntigonebysweetedegrees.Butwhentheverbheares

isreplacedwithitspreteritheard,themeterisdisordered.ThenJ.S.'assignmentofthe

presenttenseisfortheexigenciesofrhymeandmeter,notforthevividnessofHP.

(10)Andseide,"Hewhichthatnothingundertaketh,

Nothyngn'acheveth,behymloothordeere."

Andwithanotherthoughthirehertequaketh;

Thanslepethhope,andafterdredeawaketh;

Nowhoot,nowcold;butthus,bitwixentweye,

Shegisthireup,andwentehirefortopleye. (11.807-12,stz.116)

Andwt"anotherthoughtherhartdidquake
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Hopefellasleepe,anddreadagainedidwake

Nowhott,nowcold,andthustwixttwodistrest.

Sheerose,andforthsheewenttofindesomerest

InEx10,therearisesaproblemastowhetherthetwoverbsquakethandawaketh

shouldbecountedinmydata.Basicallyaverbinthepresenttenseputintherhymed

positionistoexcludedfrommystudies.Butwhenaverbputintherhymedposition

doesn'tdisordertherhyme-schemeifitstenseischangedfromthepresenttothe

preterit,itisincludedinthepresentdataasseeninEx5.Atthefirstglance,theverbs

inEx10seemtobethesamecaseasEx5.Buttheyarerhymedwiththeword

undeYtakethintwolinesahead,whichcan'tbechangedintothepreteritbecauseofthe

tenseinthedirectspeech.Thenthepresenttenseofthetwoverbsquakethandawaketh

iscompulsoryfortherhymescheme.However,Idaretocountthesetwointothe

HP-data,because"Thanslepethhope"and"afterdredeawaketh"aresemantically

comparativecoordinateclause.Theneachverbinthepairshouldtakethesametense.

Andmoreoverthisstanzaisverypeculiarinregardtotheconcentratedoccurrences

ofHPexceptoneverbwenteinthelastline.Sotheverbgistinthelineisassignedthe

presenttenseinspiteofthefactthatitspreteritcoosoryosisasmonosyllabicasrist.

ThedescriptioninthestanzaexclusivelyexpresstheemotionaloscillationofCriseyde.

ItisnaturalandreasonableforChaucertoadoptHPs.Forthesereasons,Iaddthem

tothepresentdataasmyamendmenttothestudyin1993.Ontheotherhand,J.S.

completelychangesChaucer'sfourverbsinthepresenttothepreteritdidquake,did

wake,fellasleepe,androse.

(11)Nowlathireslepe,andweouretalesholde

OfTroilus,thatistopaleisyiden

FrothescarmuchofthewhichItolde,

Andinhischaumbresitandhathabiden(11.932-5,stz.134)

Nowlethersleepe,andletvsthinkeaswell

HowTroilusdidtoyePallaceride

AfteryeskirmishwheteofIdidtell

Whereinhisprivatechamberhedidbide
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InEx11,J.S.changesChaucer'sis...riden,whichistheperfectofthemutative

verb,todid.rideinthepreterittensewiththedummytense-carrierdid.Ashe

avoidsusingHPevenforthemutativeverb,thisisacontrastivetense-assignmentto

thepresentpredicateBothrideinEx8.Theincongruitymaybebasedonthedifference

thatthepresent-predicatedothrideisusedintheadverbialclauseandthepreterit-

predicatedid...rideappearsintheobjectivenominalclause.

(12}Buttheronwastohevenandtodonne.

Consideredalthingitmaynatbe;

Andwhi?Forspeche;anditwereektoBoone

TograuntenhymsoBretalibertee.

Forpleynlyhireentente,asseydeshe,(11.1289-93,stz.185}

Butthiswassomewhattoperswadeherto.

Allthingsconsideredwell,itcouldnotbe.

ThepresenttenseoftheauxiliarymayinEx12embarrassesme.Ithoughtitwas

akindofthepresentofreflection.12Byaddingamainclauselikesheseydeasseenin

lines12930rhiythoughtebetween"Consideredalthing"and"itmaynatbe,"thelatter

sentencebecomestheobjectofthemainverb.Forthereason,Iexcludeditfrommy

studyin1993.Butthenextsentenceaftertheinterrogationliketheselfquestionby

Criseyde,takestheverbwereinthepreterit.Thentheauxiliaryshouldbeinthesame

tensewiththeverbwere.Therefore,IregardthispresentasHP.

2.2ASummaryofBookII

Inregardtotheverbsdescribingtheemotionaloscillationofamajorcharacter,J.

S.perfectlyrejectstheuseofthepresenttense.WhenheusesitasseeninEx9,the

employmentisfortherhyme-exigencieslikethepairofseesandtrees.WhenHPis

usedinthepositionotherthantheendofalineastheverbhearesinEx9,theuseis

fortherequirementofmeter:thewordhearesisdisyllabicwhileitspreteritheardis

monosyllabic.Themostembarrassinguseofhistense-assignmentistheinconsistency

inthedifferencelikedothrideinEx8anddid...rideinEx11.Bothpredicatesare

usedinthesubordinateclauseandtheyoccurinanewtopic-initiation.InEx8,heuses

thetensecarrierBothtoarrangethemeter.Butifitisreplacedwithitspreteritdid,
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themeterneverchanges.Onthecontrary,ifthepreteritdidinExllisreplacedwith

thepresentdoth,themeterdoesn'tchangetoo.Moreoverbothofthetense-carriers

Bothanddidarefreefromtherhyme-schemeastheydon'tappearintherhymed

position.

3.OThepresenttensegiventoverbsforGods'actionsinBookIII

Iseeaninterestingreversedtense-assignmentinthefollowingexamples.

(13)Andmosteatswichatempleallonewake,

AnsweredofApollofortobe;

Andfirsttosentheholylaurerquake,

ErthatApollospakoutofthetree,

TotellehymnextwhanGrekessholdeflee一 {11.540-4,stz.78)

AndmustallnightwthinyeTemplewake

ThatofApollohemaieanswerdbe

AndfirsttoseetheholieLaurellquake.

BeforeApollospeakeoutofyetree.

TotellwhennextyeGreekesshallfrohimflee.

(14)Hesavorhireyis,bystokkesandbystones,

Andbythegoddesthatinhevenedwelle,(11.589-90,stz.85)

Hesworetoherbothbythosestocksandstones

AndbyyeGodswchdoeinheauendwell

InEx13,ChaucerexpressesApollo'sspeakinginthepreterit,becauseApollo'saction

andTroilus'onearesynchronous.ThenApollo'sspeakingisnotgeneralizedasGods'

truth.Ontheotherhand,J.S.usestheauxiliariesmust,maie,andshallinthepresent

tensewhichareinthedescriptionoftheactionsofTroilusandGreekes.Andhe

changesthepreteritspakinChaucer'sTCintointheinfinitiveformspeake.Hemay

haveavoidedtheassignmentofthedisyllabicpresentformspeakes,althoughtheuseof

thesubjunctiveinasubordinateclauseisoftenfoundinChancer.InEx14,Chaucer

depictsthat"goddesthatinhevenedwelle"inthepresenttenseasGods'truth,
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althoughthetenseisobligatoryfortherhymewith"helle(592)"and"telle(593}."In

accordancewiththeverbdwelleinChaucer,J.S.usesthepresenttensewiththe

tense-carrierdoe.InadditiontotheGods'action,Ifindanexamplerelatedwithら
astronomicalbodiesexpressedinthepresent.

(15)Whanlightlesistheworldanyghtortweyne

Andthatthewolkenshophymfortoreyne,

Hestreghtomorweuntohisnecewente-(11.550-2,stz.79)

WhenallyeWorldisdarkeanightortwaine

AndIowringskiesbeganntothreatenraine.

HetohisNeecebeforetheeueningwent

ThetimewhentheworldwaslightlesswastheverymorningwhenPandaregotup.

ThepresenttenseisalsopreservedinJ.S.'modernizationanditcanbethoughtasHP,

notthepresentofgeneraltruthofastronomicalbodies.

AsfarasChaucer'sBookIIIisconcerned,theuseofthepresenttenseofverbs

describingGods'actionisstrictlykeptasBookIunlesstheiractionsynchronizeswith

amajorcharacter'saction.Ontheotherhand,J.S.followsChaucer'spresent-assign-

menttothepredicatedo._.dwelle,andusesthesubjunctivetoverbspeakewhileChaucer

assignsthepreterit.

3.1TheAmbiguouscases:HPortheNarrator'sPresent

Thefollowingisanexampleofthenarrator'spresentwhichexpresseshisjudgment

orsummaryinhissphere.

{16)Consideredallethyngesastheystoode,

Nowwonderis,synshedidalforgoode. (11.923-4,stz.132)

Allthingsconsideredasthentheystood.

Noewondertis,sincesheedidallforgood.

Intheabovequotations,ChaucerandJ.S.usethepresenttense,andTatlockand

Mackayeusethesametensein"itisnowondershegrantedhimsuchafavor,since
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shedidallininnocence"(441).Thiscommonuseofthepresenttensemaybeacriterion

todistinguishthenarrator'spresentfromHP.ForHPisrarelyusedinModernEnglish

andJ.S.generallyavoidsusingitasfarasBookIandBookIIareconcerned.There

aretwomoreexamplesinwhichChaucer,J.S.,andthetwomoderntranslatorsabove

usethepresenttense.

(17)Andlatheminthisheveneblissedwelle,

ThatissoNeighthatalnekanItelle!(11.1322-3,stz.189)

Letthemenjoyethishappinessethatwell

Canchuseyeplaceinwchsuchpleasuresdwe11,

(18)Butofthisthingrighttotheeffecttogo:

Whantymewas,homtilherehousshewente,

AndPandarusbathfullyhisentente.(11.1580-2,stz.226)

Butwhentheyendedhadtheirjollitie.

Andtimewascome,homtoherhousesheewent

AndPandarus・bathgotthisfullintent.

Accordingtothepresumptivecriterion,theabovetwoverbsinitalicsinChaucer's

TCshouldbethenarrator'spresent.

Inthefollowingtwoexamples,thereisnoconcordinthetense-assignmentamong

Chaucer,J.S.,andthetwomoderntranslators:Chaucerandthetwousethepresent

tensewhileonlyJ.S.usesthepreteritoromitstheverbinquestion.

(19)Andnowswetnessesemethmoreswete,

Thatbitternesseassaiedwasbyforn;

Foroutofwoinblissenowtheyflete;

Nonswichtheyfeltensithentheywereborn.

Nowisthisbetthanbothetwobelorn.(11.1219-23,stz.175)

Andsweetenessenowtothemseemsfarrmoresweete

Throughbitternessewchyetispastandgone.
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Forfreefrowoe,injoyetheyfaireliefleete

Suchjoyeasheeretoforetheynerefeltnone

Andbetterthusthentobebothundone.

IntheabovemodernizationbyJ.S.,heavoidsusingtheverbisandparaphrasesthe

originalwithoutthedirectcorrespondent.

ThemostembarrassingverbinthepresenttenseistheverbbathinEx20.

(20)Imeneithere,asforthisaventure,

Thatthorughapeynebathfoundenalhiscure. (11.1217-8,stz.174}

ThisseemesmosttruebyTroilussuccesse.

Whothroughmuchsorrowgaindthishappinesse.

Chaucer,TatolockandMackayeusethepresenttense.Theyseemtousetheverb

bathasthenarrator'spresentbecausethesentenceinline1217ishissummary.Onthe

otherhand,asJ.S.changesthetensefromthepresenttothepreterit,heregardsthe

tenseinChaucerasHP.Asforme,itseemstobethepresentofreflectionbecausethe

subordinatesentenceisthecontentofitinthemainclause,"Imeneithere."

Andthereisonemoreinterestingcaseinwhichtheformulaicphraseslike"herte

maycomprende,""hertemaybythynke,"and"hertemaydevyse"arecommonlyused.

(21)Agowaseverysorweandeveryteere;

Andbothe,ywys,theyhadde,andsotheywende,

Asmuchejoieashertemaycomprende.(11.1685-7,stz.241)

Theyfeltnoesorrow,northeyknewnoeteare.

Yettheyhadbothbefore;Butlouedidsend

Themnowmorejoyethenhartcancomprehend.

InEx21,theformulaicphraseisusedasthefoundationofcomparisonshownbythe

phrase"asmuchejoie."Thepresenttenseoftheauxiliarymayisthatofgeneral

statement.'Therefore,J.S.andthetwomoderntranslatorsadoptthepresenttenseas

inChaucer'sTC.
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{22)hisjoiemaynoughtwritenbewithinke;

Thispassethalthathertemaybythynke. (11.1693-4,stz.242)

Tosetforth,foritismorethenInke.

Canwelldecipher,ormanshartcanthinke.

InEx22,theformulaicphraseintherelativeclausemodifiestheantecedental.Ail

joyisthefoundationofcomparison.ThenarratorevaluatesthejoyofTroilusand

Criseydetobesupreme.Sothepresenttenseoftheverbpassethisthenarrator's

present.Andthepresenttenseoftheauxiliarymayisthepresentofgeneralstatement

asinEx21.ThenJ.S.andthetwomoderntranslatorsusethesametenseasChaucer's.

(23}ThisTroilus,withalth'affeccioun

Offrendeslovethathertemaydevyse,

ToPandarusonknowesfiladown,(11.1590-2,stz.228)

AndthenwthallyebestExpressio.

Offrendlielouewchcoulddeuisedbe,

InEx23,thephraseisusedintherelativeclauseasinEx22.Butinthiscase,as"al

th'affeccioun"and"frendeslove"areappositive,theantecedentisnotthegeneral

referent,butTroilus'love.ThenthepresenttenseoftheauxiliarymayshouldbeHP.

Andthedecisionaccordswiththepresumptivecriterionmentionedintheexplanation

ofEx16.J.S.translatesitintothepreteritandthemoderntranslatorsadoptthe

presenttenseasintheoriginal.AsIhavediscussedabove,thesimilaruseofthe

formulaicphraseinthesimilarenvironmentisdifferentrespectivelyaccordingtoits

semanticstructure.

Thefollowingexamplegivesmeaquestionwhetherthepresenttenseoftheverbben

inthesubordinateclauseisthenarrator'spresentorHP.

(24)Noughtnedethittoyow,syntheybenmet,

Toaxeatmeifthattheyblithewere;

Forifiterstwaswel,thowasitbet(11.1681-3,stz.241)
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Sincetheyaremette,youneedenotaskmehow

Theyspenttheirtime,oriftheyjoyefullwere.

Ifitbeforewaswell,tisbetternow.

Asfarasthecriterionthatthepresenttenseisthenarrator'spresentwhenitisused

inallofChaucer'sTC,17t"-TCandthemodernversionisconcerned,theverbbenin

Ex24isthenarrator'spresent.Moreover,theprecedingverbnedethinhisspeakingto

hisaudience,you,showsthatthefollowingsentenceishissummary.ButwhenI

comparethesentence"Noughtnedethittoyou,syntheybenmet"withthesentence

"Nowonderis
,synshedidalforgoode"inEx16whichhasthesimilarconstruction,

Idon'tknowtheinevitabilityofthepresenttenseinEx24.

3.2HPsinBookIII

InBookIIIofChaucer,thereare290ccurrencesofdefiniteHP.Andthatofthe

mutativeverbslikegoandcomeappearsintwoexamplesasbelow:

(25)AndPandarus,withafulsobrecheere,

Gothtothedoreanon,withoutenlette,

ThereastheyJaye,andsoftelyitshette. (11.747-9,stz.107)

YetPandarustobemoreoutoffeare

Asonethatallmisfortu[n]esdidforecast

Wentsoftlietoyedore,andmadeitfast

{26)Andthoughthathebencomeofbloodroial,

HymlisteofprideatnoWightfortoChace; (11.1800-1,stz.258)

Andthoughhewasderiu'dofRoyallblood.

Yethaughtiepride,andfouleaffectionsbase.

InEx26,thepredicatebencomegetsthepresenttenseinChaucerevenwhenitis

usedinthemetaphoricalmeaningofthebirth-derivation,notintheliteralmeaningof

someone'scoming.AndJ.S.avoidsusingHPforit.
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(27)Andsire,hislessoun,thathewendekonne

Topreyenhire,isthorughhiswitironne. (11.83-4,stz.12)

Andthosequaintspeeches,hehadthoughtvpo

Wereallforgottinthisconfusion.

WhenChaucergivesthepresenttensetothepredicateis...renne,J.S.changesthe

originalperfectis...ironnetowere...forgottinEx27.

(28)Butnedesdaydepartehemmostesooner

Andwhanhirespechedonwasandhirecheere,

Theytwynneanon,astheywerewonttodonne, (11.1709-11,stz.245)

Brightdaiemustneedesyetforcethesetwotopart

Wchwhentheysaw,notwthoutpleasingPaine.

Theybothembrac'tandkistwt"tenderhart

InEx28,Chaucergivesthepresenttensetotheverbtwynne.HisemploymentofHP

isforthemetricaldevicetokeepamonosyllableverb.Thisseparationbetween

TroilusandCriseydeisnotatragiconetobehighlightedbyHPbecausethey"setten

tymeofmetying"(1712)andmetmanyatimeaftertheseparation.J.S.paraphrasesthe

stanzacompletelyandembodiesthecontentof"theywerewonttodoon"(1211)with

theverbsembrac'tandkistinthepreterit.ItisnaturalforJ.S.tousethepreterit

becausethereisnoinevitabilitytohighlightTroilus'separationwhichisnothighlight-

edevenbyChaucer.

Althoughtheverbslikespende,make,yeve,andchaunge,arenotsemantically

dynamic,ChaucergivesthemthepresenttensetohighlightTroilus'delightfuldays,

whichreflecthisexaltedemotionasinthefollowingexample.

(29)Hespendeht,jousteth,makethfesteynges;

Heyevethfrelyofte,andchaungethwede, (11.1718-9,stz.246)

BraueT[r]oilusnowliud,allfreefrocare[myaddition]

Infeastes,indancing,Justs,andTourniaments.
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Heefreeliegaue,oftchandg'dtheclothesheware.

Astothoseverbsinitalicsabove,J.S.rejectstogivethepresenttensetothemby

replacingthemwiththenounphrasesandthepreterittense.

Inrelationtotheverbswithoutsemanticdynamism,theverbhaveoccursinthe

presenttenseinChaucer'sexamples30,31,and32.

(30)Foralthisworld,inswychpresentgladnesse

WasTroilus,andbathhisladyswete.{ll.1244-5,stz.178)

InsuchsweeteJoye,andsuchhappinesse

WasTroilus,whobathhisladiesweete.

(31)Withailejoieandallefrendesfare

Hireemanoninarmesbathhirenome, (11.605-6,stz.87)

Alljoyewchloue,andfrendliecourtesie,

Andhe,wthbothhisarmesgentliecombinde,

InEx30,ChaucerusesHPtohighlighttheconsummationofTroilus'love.J.S.gives

thepresenttensetothesameverbasChaucer.Iftheverbbathisreplacedwithits

preterithad,thereoccursnodisorderofmeter.Thenitcanbesaidthatthisisthe

exampleofhisintentionaluseofHP.Ontheotherhand,inEx31,thecrucialverb

whichcarriesthetenseismovedfromthemiddleofline606intheoriginaltotheend

oftheline,intherhymedposition.Theverbcombindeinthepreterittenseisinevitable

torhymewiththewordfindeintwolinesahead.InEx32,J.S.assignsthepreteritto

threepredicatesincludingtwoverbsandoneauxiliaryinthestanza.

(32)Fornowiswikketornedintoworse,

Andalthatlabourhebathdonbyforn

Hewendeitlost;... ill.1074-6,stz.154)

Fornowhisillwasturnedintoworse

Andallyehopesthatshouldhisliueadorne
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Hegaueaslost,...

Inregardtotheverbbewhichisinthemostremotepositionfromdynamism,

Chaucer'sTChaselevenoccurrencesofitsHPparadoxically.Andfourofeleven

co-occurwiththeadverbnow,andatthesametimeoneofthemoccursinthe

there-construction.

(33)Nowaliswel,foraltheworldisblynd

Inthismatere,bothefremdeandtame, (11.528-9,stz.76)

Awaietokeepeitfroeachenuiouseare.

Andmakeyejealoushudwink'tworldsoeblinde

(34)Andinhismyndeheganthetymeacrose

Thathecomthere,andthat,thathewasborn;

Fornowiswikketornedintoworse,{11.1072-4,stz.154)

Andinhismindehedidyetimeaccurse

Thateuerhecamethere,orerewasborne.

Fornowhisillwasturnedintoworse.

Astothepresenttenseinthoseexamplesabove,Ifeelthenuanceofthenarrator's

presentasthenarratorseemstofeelacontinuancefromTroilus'worldtohis.But

Chauserdoesnotalwaysgivethepresenttensetoaverbco-occurringwiththeadverb

now.Itisinstancedby"Foroutofwoinblissenowtheyflete"{1.1221,Ex19).In

additiontothejudgmentbasedonthepresumptivecriterion,thisisreasonIregardthis

presentasHP.AndJ.S.replacesChaucer'spresenttensewiththeinfinitivemakeinEx

33andthepreteritinEx34respectively.

Andtwoofelevenco-occurewiththeadverbthusasfollows.

(35)Thusaliswel;butthobiganaright

Thenewejoieandalthefesteagayn. {11.652-3,stz.94)

Thusalliswell,andeueriegentleWight
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Return'dtomirth,andjollitieagaine

(36)InjoieandsuertePandarushemtwo

Abeddebroughtwhanthathembotheleste,

Andthustheybeninquyeteandinreste. (11.1678-80,stz.240)

TherePandarusthemsafefrome[n]uiouseyes

Wthwarieprivaciebroughtbothtobed.

Andthuswerelongwishtjoyesrecouered.

[editor'semendation]

Fromthesemanticpointofview,thesentenceswiththeadverbthusseemtobethe

narrator'ssummary.Asseenintheexamplesoftheco-occurrencewithnow,Chauser

doesnotalwaysgivethepresenttensetoaverbco-occurringwiththeadverbthusas

"thusheldhymechofotherwelapayed
,"(421}.AndJ.S.'stranslationisincongruous

betweenEx35andEx36.InthecaseofEx36,ifthepreteritwereisreplacedwithits

presentben,meterdoesn'tchange.Bywayofparentheses,TatlockandMackaye

translatebothofthemintothepasttense.

AndtwoofelevenHPsoccurinthethere-construction,althoughoneofthemhas

alreadybeencountedinthegroupofHPwiththeadverbnow.

(37)Nowistherlitelmorefortodonne,

ButPandareupand,shortlyfortoseyne,

Hestreghtomorweuntohisnecewente (11.547-52,stz.79)

Thingsthusprepar'd,kindePandarusdidsoone

Appliehimselfeherfreeconsenttogaine.

HetohisNeecebeforetheeueningwent

(38)Thernysnomore,buthereaftersoone,

Thevoidedronke,andtraversdraweanon (11.673-4,stz.97)

Itwasnoesoonersaid,butitwasdone
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Forvptheyrose,andeachonedidconsent

TatolockandMackayeusethepasttenseforEx37andthepresentforEx38.There

isnocongruityintheirtranslation.Thethere-constructionintheoriginalhasno

correspondentinthe17th-modernizationabove.Andhereplacedtheverbiswiththe

verbprepar'dinthepast-participleinEx37andwithitspreteritwasinEx38.From

theseexamples,itisclearthatheintentionallyavoidstheemploymentofHP.Andhis

avoidanceofthethere-constructionitselfmaybeinfluencedbytheco-occurrencewith

HPbecausehefollowstheoriginalwhentheconstructionco-occurswiththeverbwas,

asfollows.

(39)Therewasnomoretoskippennortotraunce,

Butbodengotobedde,withmeschaunce,(11.690-1,stz.99)

Therewasnotonebelow,butwasafraide

Togiuedisturbancetotheirsleepieheade

Inconnectionwiththeverbbeinthethere-construction,theverbassignedthe

presentinotherconstructionsoccursfourtimesinChaucer'soriginal.Oneoccursin

themainclauseinEx40andtheothersareintherelativeclauseinEx41andEx42

andthelastisinthesubordinateclause,"Lestshebewroth,hymthoughtehisherte

deyde-"{1171).

(40}Mythriddeboknowendeichinthiswyse,

AndTroilusinlustandinquiete

IswithCriseyde,hisowenherteswete. {ll.1818-20,stz.260)

AndthoughtheStoriebenotendedthus

YetIwillheereleaueTroilusinrest

Wt"Cresidathefairewhomhelouesbest.

(41)Hewassonarweymaskedandyknet,

Thatitundononanymaneresyde,

Thatnylnaughtben,foraughtthatmaybitide. (11.1734-6,stz.248)
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Forallthosebondes,inWChsheetiedhimwere.

Soestronglietwisted,andsoefirmeliespunn.

Asmadethemdifficulttobeundone.

(42)Thiseilketwo,thatbeninarmeslaft (1.1338,stz.192)

Thispairewhomeachinothersarmesweeleft

InEx400fChaucer'TC,thenarrator'spresentisusedline1818:"Mythriddebok

nowendeichinthiswyse."Thispresenttenseandtheadverbnowseemtoinfluence

thefollowingverbisinHP.Inthe17th-modernization,therelativeclauseinwhichthe

presentverblouesoccursmodifiestheantecedentCresida.Andthewordisapartof

objectoftheverbleaueinthenarrator'spresent.Thentheverblouesmaybeinterpret-

edasthenarrator'spresent.ThisisverysimilartothepresentinEx8.Tatlockand

Mackayetranslatethepartinquestionintotheprepositionalphrase:"leaveTroilusin

joyandpeacewithCriseyde"(456}.

InadditiontotheauxiliarymayinEx41,Ihavethreemoreexamplesofit.

(43)AndPandarus,asfasteashemaydryve,

ToTroilusthocom,asTyneright,(11.227-8,stz.33)

ButPandaruswthallthehasthemight

CamebacktoTroilusfullofcontent

(44)Sohardehymwrongofsharpdesirthepeyne

Fortobenefttherehewasinplesaunce,

Thatitmaynevereoutofhisremembraunce. (11.1531-3,stz.219)

Soefarrdesireallbypastjoyesupprest

Wchyetsoewroughtvpδhisfantasie.

AsitwasprintedinhisMemorie.

(45)RetornedtohisrealpaleysBoone,
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Hesofteintohisbedganfortoslynke,

Toslepelonge,ashewaswonttodonne.

Butalfornought;hemaywelliggeandwynke,

Butslepnemaytherinhishertesynke,(11.1534-8,stz.220)

Returnedthustohisownehouseagaine

Wt"allyespeedehecould,hewenttobedd

Toseeifsleepecouldeasehistroubledbraine

Butallfornought,forhisdisturbedhead.

Wouldnotadmittofsleepe,...

Ihaveexcludedtheauxiliarymayinthepresenttenseinasubordinateclausewhich

worksasastandardofcomparisonlike"ashertemaycomprende"{1.1687)inEx21.

InEx43,asthesubjectofthesubordinateclauseisthesameasthatofthemainclause,

Pandarus'cominganddrivingareinthesameframeoftime.Sotheauxiliarymayis

HP.TatlockandMackayetranslatetheauxiliarymの2intothepastcould.J.S.

replacestheauxiliarymaywithitspreteritmight.AstohisreplacementinEx43,in

Ex44andEx45,hecompletelyreplacestheauxiliarymayintheoriginalwiththe

preteritverbwasandthepreteritauxiliariescouldandwould,whichareasmonosyl-

labicasmay.

Inrelationwiththeauxiliarymay,Ihaveonemoreauxiliarykaninthepresent

tense.

(46)Thegoodlihedeorbeautewhichthatkynde

Inanyotherladyhaddeyset

Kannoughtthemontanceofaknotteunbynde (11.1730-2,stz.248)

TheloueliebeautiewchkindeNaturesart

Inanieotherladiemadeappeare.

Couldnotdefaceoutofhisconstanthart

Astheauxiliarieskanandcouldarebothmonosyllabic,thereisnometricalcompul-

Sionintheirchoice.ThenthepresenttenseinChauceristhoughttobeHP.Butallthe

threetranslators,J.S.,Tatlock,andMackayeusetheauxiliarycould.
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3.3AsummaryofBookIII

Ihaveexplained290ccurrencesofHPindividually.Andtwomorepredicateshave

beendecidedtobeexpressedinHPinsection3.1whichtreatstheambiguouscasesas

towhetherthepresenttenseisHPorthenarrator'spresent.ConsequentlyIhave31

0ccurrencesofHP.

AsfarasBookIIIofChaucer'sTCisconcerned,theassignmentofthepresenttense

tothemutativeverbsrepresentedbygoandcomeislessfrequentthantoverbswithout

semanticdynamismlikeZS,bath,andtoanauxiliary〃 ¢のr.Eventotheverbsbath,and

isusedintheperfect-aspect,Chaucergivesthepresenttensewhentheyarefreefrom

theexigenciesofrhymeandmeter.ThedistributionoftheoccurrencesofHPisas

follows.

o

mutative

verb
have bee may kan others

goth

bencome
● ●

is...ironne

hath

hath...nom

hathdon

is

is...torned

nys

nyl...ben

ben

be

maybitide

maydryve

may

may...ligge

may...synke

maydevyse

kan...

unbynde

twynne

spendeth

jousteth

maketh

yeveth

chaungeth

3 3 12 6 1 6/31

Ontheotherhand,BookIIIof17t"-TChasonlyfourHPsincludingtwoambiguous

verbsastowhethertheyareinthenarrator'spresentorHP.

Conclusion

Ihave510ccurrencesofHPinthefirstthreebooksofChaucer'sTC.Againstthe

generalexpectationofmanyoccurrencesofHPofthemutativeverbs,theiroccur-

rencesareonlythreeinBookIIandthreemoreinBookIII.Theyareyedeth,walketh,

is...riden,goth,bencome,andis...ironne.Ontheotherhand,theverbbeorisandthe

auxiliarymayexclusivelytakethepresenttenseinthe51.Theco-occurrenceofthe

verbandtheadverbsnowandthusincreasesitsfrequency.Thoseadverbsconnotethe

nuanceofthenarrator'spausetobeginanewphraseortosummarizewhathappened.

Inspiteofthenuance,Iregardthepresenttenseoftheverbwithsuchanadverbas

HPbecausethereisnocongruityinChaucer'stenseassignment.Andmanyoccur-

rencesoftheauxiliarymayinthepresenttenseareprobablyinfluencedbyits
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modality.AsJespersenstates"they[threekindsofmood]expresscertainattitudesof

themindofthespeakertowardthecontentsofthesentence,"13itseemsthatthe

narrator'spsychologytowardthenarrativewhichhappenedinthepastlethimchoose

thepresenttenseinhissphere.

In17t"-TC,IhaveonlythirteenoccurrencesofHP.Andthreeofthemareobviously

assignedthepresenttensefortheexigenciesofrhymeandmeter.Theauxiliariesmust,

mai,andshalloccupyfour-13thsofthetotaloccurrences.Andthree-13thsareambigu-

ousastowhethertheirpresentisHPorthenarrator'spresent.Theverbisappears

inthepresenttensetwice.OneisanobviousHP,andanotherisaccompaniedwiththe

adverbthus.Butinanotherexampleinwhichthesameverbandthesameadverb

co-occur,J.S.translatestheoriginalintothepreterit"thuswere."ThenIcan'tseeany

congruityinhistranslationofthisco-occurrence.Inregardtoanotherco-occurrence

ofthesameverbandtheadverbnow,J.S.givesthepreterittensetoallofit.Judging

fromonlytwooccurrencesofobviousHP,itseemsthathedidn'tfeeltheexigencies

ofHPbywhichhecouldhavehighlightedanactionorasituationinthenarrative.His

generalavoidanceofHPwhichChaucerlovessuggeststhenon-requirementof"vivid-

ness"and"immediacy"producedbythevoiceofareciterwhenanarrativecameto

beread.Thisfactfoilstheeffectof"vividness"and"immediacy"ofHPinChaucer's

literaturewhichwasexpectedtoberecited.
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