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A Call for “Mother” : The Collapse and Healing in The Bell Jar
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New York was bad enough. By nine in the morning the fake country-wet freshness
that somehow seeped in overnight evaporated like the tail end of a sweet dream.
Mirage-gray at the bottom of their granite canyons, the hot streets wavered in the
sun, the car tops sizzled and glittered, and the dry, cindery dust blew into my eyes
and down my throat. (1)
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I was born in Kansas, I was bred in Kansas,

And when I marry I1l be wed in Kansas . ..

... to a true-blue gal who promised she would wait —

She’s the sunflower of the Sunflower State. (15)
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Then the chisel struck again, and the light leapt into my head, and through the thick,
warm, furry dark, a voice cried, “Mother!” (171)
ELTEN Thbsb LMl BIBELAFEDAA—VTHY, 2IITEFELT
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My mother came smiling round the foot of the bed. She was wearing a dress with
purple cartwheels on it and she looked awful. . ..
“They said you wanted to see me.”
My mother perched on the edge of the bed and laid a hand on my leg. She looked
loving and reproachful, and I wanted her to go away.
“I didn't think I said anything.”
“They said you called for me.” She seemed ready to cry. Her face puckered up
and quivered like a pale jelly. (172)
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What is missing from the world is the grandmother... Oh, there are plenty of
grandmothers, little g, but Grandmother, big G, is impossible,.. to find. That is the
absence that makes us afraid... (107)
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122w TidLlinda Wagner-MartinA$#5#% L TV 538 Y. “The novel does not show any
positive means of Esther’s learning to sustain her own mental and physical health. It,
rather, shows the reader that returning home is dangerous, that continuing to be in
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