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Prospects of Global Nursing Education in a Global Society

Abstract

In the 21st century, the Japanese government’s global strategy is to secure a labor force to cope with a
very low birthrate and aging society, and to increase foreign tourists for economic growth. As a result, the
number of foreign workers and travelers in Japan has increased dramatically, so Japanese society has
become a global society with a diverse population. However, because of the rapid formation of a society in
which diverse cultures coexist, medical services for people with social, historical, and cultural backgrounds
different from those of the Japanese are still inadequate. In addition, Japanese are not proficient in the use of
foreign languages and do not fully understand the struggles that foreigners feel when living in a foreign
country, and the culture and social systems of foreigners, resulting that many foreign patients experience
great stress at medical institutions. To solve these problems, it is important to foster nurses as global
human resources who can understand these situations of foreigners in nursing education. By facilitating
smooth communication between medical professionals and foreign patients by these nurses, we believe
that foreign patients will receive appropriate medical care.

This paper provides an overview of global society in Japan and the health issues inherent in it. In
addition, the status of international nursing education at nursing colleges for the development of global
human resources will be reviewed, and the prospects of global nursing education required will be
discussed.
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