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ROUSSEAD’S CONFESSIONS.

PERIOD FIRST.

BOOK L
1712 —1719.

¢ Tpisgose an- undertaking that never had an example
andlvhoseiexesution never will hove an imitator. L would
exlibit to my fellows a man in all the trath of nature, and
that anan — myself.

Myself alone. I know my own heart and I amn acquaint-
ed with men, I am made unlike any one I have ever seen
I dare believe unlike any living being.  1f no better than, I
am at least different from othen Whether nature did well
or ill in breaking chu would wherein [ was cast can be de-
termined only aftor having read me.

© Let the last trampet sound when it will, T will come
with this book in my hand, and present mys(]f before the
sovereign judge. I will bol(lly proclaim : Thus have I
acted, thus have I thonght, such was L. With equal frauk-
ness have 1 disclosed the good and the evil. I have omitted
nothing bad, added nothing good ; andif I have ha wppened
to make use of some unimpor tant ornament, it has in
every casc been simply for the purpose of filling up &
void occasioned by my lack of memory. I may have taken
for granted us true what I kuew to be possible, never what
I kuew to be false.. Such as I was I have exhibited my-
self, despicable and vile when so ; virtuous, generous, sub-
lime when so. T have unveiled my interior being, such as
Thou, eternal Existeuce, hast beheld it. A“Lmhln around
e the numberless Ll)r&ng of my fellow-mortals ; let them

5 Rousseau’s Confessions, Blanchard, New York. 1857.
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