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Introduction

MypreviousstudiesofChaucer'shistoricalpresentin1991,1993,andl994

clarifyatendencythatthehistoricalpresentisgenerallyusedinthedescription

ofasoundsynchronizedwiththecourseofastoryiftheverbmakingasound

isfreefromthemetricalcompulsionorthelexicalfavortotakethepreterite

form.

Thepurposeofthisinvestigationistoexaminemoreprecisecriteriawhich

assignthepresenttenseinthedescriptionofasoundwhichwasmadeinthe

physicalpast.Thededucedcriteriawillmakeclearthemeaningofthehistorical

presentinthesound-description.

Forthispurpose,allthetalesin7'〃6Cα%'6γ わz碇 ソ ハz16slexcept71ぬ6τ α160ゾ

バグ6〃 わ侃sand71加Pα750パ ∫7'α16willbescrutinized.Thedefinitionofthe

historicalpresentfollowstheoneinmyinvestigationin1991,whichexcludes

anyelementoftherealpresenttimeinthenarrator'ssphere.Concerningwith

verbsmakingsounds,Idon'tdealwithverbsputattherhymedpositionand

theverbω の θwhichoftengetsthepresenttenseastheverbof"strong

emotion,"althoughitentailsacertainsound.Alsotheverboπ6isnotdealt

withbecauseitshistoricalpresentisveryrare.

(1)Hewepeth,wayleth,c7ゴ8漉pitously;(KnT,1221)

Thisisarareexampleofthepresenttenseoftheverb6溜inmycorpus.The

verboftenappearsintheformofg侃'oε 万6,ω014667∫o,16θ!6万6,and166'.
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..400πoη θη.Atthesametime,

themythologicalworldasbelow.

Iexcludethepresentverbsmakingsoundsin

(2)FuloftetymehePlutoandhisqueene,

Proserpina,andalhirefayerye,

Disportenhemand祝 α々 θηmelodye (MehT,2038-40)

IhaveregardedthepresentverbdescribinganeventoranactionofGod,

mythologicalgodsandastronomicalbodiesasthepresentof"generaltruth."2

1nT加Cα 剛 θ7伽7夕 丁 α1θs,therearemanydescriptionsofsoundswiththe

infiniteverbsasin(3)and(4),andwiththenounphrasesasin(5).

(3)

(4)

(5)

Anddauncedwel,hewoldenatcomeayeyn-

Andgaderedhymameyneeofhissort

710勿 ヵヵ6α%4ε 翅g8andmakenswichdisport;

Andω α〃4翅g6althenyght,翅 α細 πg6hismone;

Thriesridenalthefyraboute

Uponthelefthand,魏 〃zα10磁 ∫加 π砂ηgθ,

Andthriesω ∫〃zlz〃sヵ6γ6sc♂ α≠醐 翅g6∫

Itisnaturaltosay,theyareirrelevanttothisinvestigation.

phrase,whenanounoranounphraseofa

subject,thesemanticsubject,thecomplement,

complement,theverb加iscountedinmydata.

(6)

(7)

(CkT,4380-2)

(KnT,1366)

(KnT,2952-4)

Astothenoun

soundisusedasthegrammatical

oraninevitablepartofthe

Ofhorsandharneysη ρツsθ απ4c1α'θ7ツ η96

Therzoαsinhostelryesalabout,

Alfulofjoyeandblisseゴs〃z81)α1θ ッ∫,

Andア%10ゾ 碗 ∫か%〃26窺zandofvitaille,

Henceforthwhenthewords

theverbわ θ.

(KnT,2492-3)

(MehT,1712-3)

'ん6z/67δs761α ≠θ4zoπ ぬ αsoz6π4areused,theyinclude

ChapterI

1.OTheSoundDescriptioninThePreterite

Inmycorpus,therearel13verbsrelatedwiththesounddescriptions .47

0fthemareexpressedinthehistoricalpresentand66areinthepreterite.

Althoughthelatteroutnumberstheformer,310fthemexpresssoundswithout
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immediacy.

T

thepresent
verbs

十

thepreteriteverbs

1

⊥

31 withoutimmediacy

47 66 18 metriCalCOmpulSiOn
T

十

6 theverbδ θ

11 satisfactionof
immediacy

__」.

Eachverbiscountedonlyonceevenif
itsatisfiestwoitems.

tablel

1.1Non-ImmediacyinAbilityorHabit

Aswrittenintheintroductionofthispaper,whenaverbdescribinga

soundgetsthepresenttense,itclaimstheimmediacywhichmeansthatthe

soundandthecourseofastoryaresynchronized.In7物6Gθ7z67α1Pγ010gz紹,I

don'tfindthehistoricalpresentintheintroductionofeachpilgrim'sabilityor

his/herhabittosingortoplayinstruments.

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

Syngyngehewas,orfloytynge,altheday;

Fulweelshesoongtheservicedyvyne,

Welkoudehesyngeandpleyenonarote;

Abaggepipewelkoudehebloweandsowne,

(GP,91)

(GP,122)

(GP,236)

(GP,565)

Thesquire,theprioress,thefriar,andthemillerdonotbegintoactyetin

examples(8,9,10,and11)respectively.Thesoundsmadebythemlackimmediacy

inthenarrator'sintroduction.

Correspondingwithηz6Gθ 喫7α1P70!ogπ θ,theintroductionofacharacter

ineachtaleisexpressedinthepreteritetoo.

(12)

(13)

Andalabovetherlayagaysautrie,

Onwhichhemadea-nyghtesmelodie

Soswetelythatallthechambrerong;

And∠4ηgθ1πs磁 加 πg初6〃2hesong;

AndafterthathesongtheKyngesNoote.

Intwentymanerekoudehetrippeanddaunce

Andpleyensongesonasmalrubible;
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Thertohesongsomtymealoudquynyble;
Andaswelkoudehepleyeonagiterne.

(14)Pipenhekoudeand...

(15)Ateverybridalewoldehesyngeandhoppe;

(MilT,3328-33)

(RvT,3927)

(CkT,4375)

TheaboveexamplesexpresstheabilityorthehabitofNicholas,Absolon
,

Symkyn,andPerkynwhoaremajorcharactersinT加 ルfゴ〃6〆 ∫'α!6 ,丁 肋R6ω ピ ∫

71α16,andTlz6Coo々's7〕 α1θ.

Thereisaninterestingexampleexpressingman'sabilityinthepresent

tenseinspiteofthelackofimmediacy.3

(16)Orwhichofhemkandauncenbestandsynge,
Newhomootfelynglyspekethoflove;

OfalthismakeInownomencioun, (KnT,2202-6)

Thisistheonlyexampleinwhichtheauxiliaryε αηisexpressedinthepresent

tense.Thesentence"whichofhemkandauncenbestandsynge"isdislocated

totheleftof``ofalthis."Thecontentof``althis"ishighlightedbythe

structureofthe``leftdislocation."Thefunctionofthehistoricalpresentto

highlightsomeverbsaccordswiththatoftheleftdislocation .

1.2TheMetricalCompulsion

AsTablelshows,among66preteriteverbs,180fthemgetthepreterite

becauseofthemetricalcompulsion .Themonosyllabicpreteritessoηgand70ηg

arerepresentativeofthem.Theirpresentformss夕 ηg6魏and7吻g6醗are

disyllabicwhichmaybringthemetricaldisorderwhentheyarealternated .

1.3TheGrammaticalTendencytoFavorThePreterite

Sixamong66preteritesaretheverbsω αss .Oneisintheprogressive

form,twointhepassivevoice,oneinthe"there"construction4andthelast

twoareinthefollowingexamples.

(17)

(18)

Hewas...

Andfulofjargonasaflekkedpye.

Sohydouswasthenoyse...
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Theverbう6isgenerallyexpressedinthepreteritebecauseithastheexpository

featurewithoutimmediacyanddynamism.Theaboveexamples,howeveroccur

inthecircumstancestobediscussed.Example(17)isapartofexample(19).

Delightfulactionsofthebridegroomcontinuetillthenextmorningofhis

wedding.Inspiteofthefrequentoccurrencesofthepresenttense,theverbsin

Italicsareinharmoniouslyexpressedinthepreteriteasfollows.

(19) Thuslabourethhetilthatthedaygandawe;
Andthannehetakethasopinfynclarree,

Anduprightinhisbedthannesittethhe,

Andafterthathe∫ απgfullloudeandcleere,

And々 ∫∫≠θhiswyf,and〃2α4θwantowncheere.

Heω αsalcoltisshe,fulofragerye,

Andfulofjargonasaflekkedpye.

Theslakkeskynaboutehisnekkeshaketh

Whilthathe∫ αηg,sochauntethheandcraketh.(MehT,1842-50)

Theverbs∫ απg,々 ∫∫'θ,andη2α46arecompelledtobeinthepreteritebecauseof

themetricalscheme.Theverbω α∫isundertheinfluenceoftheminadditionto

itsexpositoryfeaturetogetthepreteriteoriginally.Itassimilateswithits

narrOwClrCumStanCeS.

Example(18)isfromthefamouschasingafterthefoxinthe1▽ 瑚'5

P7ゼ θs♂'∫ τα1θ.Thesceneissodynamicandriotousthattheuseofthehistorical

presentisnaturallyexpected.Thescene,however,isneverexpressedinthe

presenttense.Ihavealreadyconcludedthenon-useofthehistoricalpresent

fromtheviewpointoftheinstructivequalityofthetale.5

Astothepassivevoice,theverb∂6tendstogetthepreterite.The

followingsentencesfromT加 ハ4θ7c勿 痂'sTα1θdescribeaweddingnightinthe

historicalpresentperfectlyexcepttheverbsinthepasslvevolce.

(20)Andtheyhandoonrightashewoldevyse.

Mendrynkenandtraversdraweanon.

Thebrydezoαsδ709履abeddeasstilleasstoon;

Andwhanthebedω αswiththepreestψ16∬ α!,

Outofthechambrehatheverywighthymdressed,

AndJanuariehathfasteinarmstake

HisfressheMay,hisparadys,hismake.

Helullethhire;hekissethhirefulofte,

Withthikkebrustlesofhisberdunsofte,

Lyktotheskynofhoundfyssh,sharpasbrere-

Forhe磁ss肋 η6alneweinhismanere-

Herubbethhireaboutehirtenderface,(MehT,1816-27)
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Theaboveexamplepresentstheconcentrateduseofthepresentverbs加 π4∂oη ,

47ッ 多z ε々η,47α 卿 θ,ぬ α漉..,ご!7θ εsθゴ,乃 α劾...'α 々θ,1z6〃6漉,々 ゴsso漉,and7%66θ 漉 .They

allhighlightthedelightofthebridegroom,Januarieinthefirstnightofhis

wedding.Theexampleshowshowthepassivevoiceisdifficulttogetthe

preSenttenSe.

1.4TheI」exicalTendency

AmongelevenpreteriteverbssatisfyingimmediacyinTable1 ,thereare

twousesoftheverb々%o々 々α1。

(21)Hecriedandknokkedasthathewerewood,(MilT,3436)

(22)Heknokkedfaste,andaythemoorehecried(MkT,2531)

Paralleledwiththeabove,therearetwousesofthesameverbinthepresent .

(23)ThisAbsolonknokkethalesily,(MilT,3764)

(24)Hecoghethfirst,andknokkeththerwithal(Mi1T,3788)

Interestinglyenough,whentheverb々 ηo々々θisassignedthepreterite
,italways

accompanieswiththeverbc万 ε4asfarasmydataconcern .AsIexcludethe

verbfromthisinvestigation,itslexicalfavortotakethepreteritemay

influenceanotherverbcomingneartoit.Iftheinfluencethattheverb

preventsonemoreverbfromgettingthepresenttenseisrecognized,the

preteriteoftheverbsinthefollowingexamples,whichsatisfyimmediacy

perfectly,isexplainabletoo.

(25)Thevoysofpepleホozκ ぬε4thehevene,

Soloudec万64they...(KnT ,2561)

(26)Thatwithapitousvoyssogα 箆`ocリ ノ6

Thatallthewode76sα 脱 θ40fhirecry .(SqT,412-3)

Theinfluenceinexample(26)maybesupportedincontrastwiththefollowing .

(27)Swichsorwehe〃zα 々θ漉thatthegretetour

Rθso襯6漉ofhisyoulyngandclamour.(KnT,1277-8)

Thepresentoftheverbo7ゴ6inexample(1)isexceptional .Itoccurswithan
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emphaticrepetitionofthealliteratedsynonymousω θρ6翫and"α ッ1θ翫.Anditis

alsosemanticallysynonymouswiththem.Threepresentsasawholeexpressthe

exaggeratedsorrowofacharactersothatthispresentisoutoftheinfluence

mentionedabove.

1.5TheContextualChoice

Thedifferenttensesseeninthefollowingpairhavebeendiscussedinmy

previousinvestigation.6

(28)Andwiththatword,thearwesinthecass

Ofthegoddessec1α'676πfasteandrynge,(KnT,2358-9)

(29)Theryngesonthetempledorethathonge,

Andeekthedoresc1認87召46ηfulfaste,(KnT,2422-3)

Thedifferenttensesreinforcethepsychologicaldifferencesoftwocharacters

facinganomen.Inthiscase,theassignmentofthetensereflectsthecontrasted

context.

1.6ThePreteritewithImmediacy

AmongelevenpreteriteverbsinTable1,fiveofthem,two肋o々 々αお,

`o%cん θ4,紹so観 α1,anddα'67α1侃arealreadymentionedintheprecedingsections

fromthelexicalandcontextualviewpoints.Allthesixthatremaintobe

discussedsatisfyimmediacyandarefreefromthemetricalcompulsion.

Especiallywhenasubjectisplural,theverbslikes伽g6ηand吻 α4θηhavethe

parisyllabicpresentss翅gθ ηand祝 α々θη.Thentheyshouldhavethemost

adequateconditiontoacceptthepresenttense.Thequestionwhetherthe

pluralsubjectpreventsitsverbfromgettingthepresenttenseiseasilydenied

becausetenpresentverbswithpluralsubjectsexistamong47verbsinthe

presenttense.

(30-a)Thebriddessynge...(Th,766)

Ontheotherhand,thenextexampleisexpressedinthepreteriteinspiteof

thesimilarmeaningwiththepluralsubjectandthesameverbastheabove.
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(31-a)Forwhich'加 」醍)ω616s,agaynthesonnesheene,

Whatforthesesounandtheyongegrene,

Fulloudsongenhireaffecciouns. (SqT,53-5)

NomatterhowmuchIcompareexample(30-a)withexample(31-a),thecited

linesdonotgiveanyclueforthedifferenttenses.Buttheircircumstancesin

whichtheyoccursuggesttheirdifferenttenseassignments.Theverbinexample

(30-a)satisfiesimmediacyandappearsinthecircumstancesasbelow.

(30-b)Andsobifeluponaday

SireThopaswoldeoutride.

Heω07〃zuponhissteedegray,

Andinhishandalauncegay,

Alongswerdbyhisside.

Heヵ π 々6翫thurghafairforest,

Therinneismanyawildebest,

Andashe1)7ガ 々θ〃znorthandest,

...hymhaddealmest

Bitidasorycare.

Therψ7遡g例herbesgreteandsmale,

Thelycorysandthecetewale,

Andmanyaclowe-gylofre;

Andnotemugetoputteinale,

Wheitheritbemoysteorstale,

Orfortoleyeincofre.

Thebriddesミ ソηgθ,itisnonay,

Thesparhaukandthepapejay,

Thatjoyeitwastoheere;

Thethrustelcokmadeeekhirlay,

Thewodedowveuponthespray

Shesangfulloudeandcleere.

SireThopasfilinlove-longynge,

(Th,748-72)

Inthefirstandsecondstanzas,theactionsofSirThopasaredescribedinthe

present.Thethirdandforthstanzasdescribetheforestwhereherides.The

herbss1)7翅g侃andthebirds∫ 翅g召there.Theycan'tbemerebackground

becausetheforestfulloflifeisinfocusasanimportantfactorofhislove

longing.Thelastphraseαso7ツcα プθinthesecondstanzaiscataphoric.Its

contentisdevelopedinthefifthstanza.Asitisanoppositetreatmentofthe

"l
eftdislocation"seeninexample(16),Thopas'actionsinthefifthstanza

can'tbeexpressedinthepresentinadditiontothemetricalcompulsion.
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Ontheotherhand,thesentencesofexample(31-a)appearinthemiddle

ofthedescriptionofMarchwhenthesunismerryandbright,theweatheris

mildandlusty,andbirdssingloudly,whichareallexpressedinthepreterite.

ThedescriptionofMarchissandwichedbetweentwoconsecutiveactionsofa

majorcharacter,Cambyuskanin7乃 θSg%〃 θ'∫Tα16.Thatis,thedescription

interruptshistwoactionsasbelow.

(31-b)AndsobifelthatwhanthisCambyuskan

施 漉twentywynterδ07ηhisdiademe,

Ashewaswontfroyeertoyeer,Ideme,

Heleetthefeesteofhisnativitee

DooncryenthurghoutSarrayhiscitee, (SqT,42-6)

Thedescriptionoftheseasonincludingtheexample(31-a)isdevelopedhere

andtheconsequentactionsafterCambyuskan'sproclamationfollowasbelow.

(31-c)ThisCambyuskan,ofwhichIhaveyowtoold,

Inroialvestimentsゴ'onhisdeys,

Withdiameme,fulheigheinhispaleys,

Andhalthisfeestesosolempneandsoryche (SqT,58-61)

Theconventionalphrase∫o∂ げ6」 漉 α'whichsuggestsanindispensablehappening

inthetaledevelopshisactualbehaviorfromtheline45.Naturallytheyshould

behighlightedandassignedthepresenttense.Theverb乃 α漉...δ07πinthe

subordinateclauseputbeforethemainclausegetsthepresentt6nseinthe

descriptionofhisfirstaction.Theverbinthemainclausecan'ttakethe

presentbecauseofthemetricaldifferencebetween1観and1伽 漉.Withregard

tohissecondaction,theverb5πgetsthepresentbutthefollowingaction肱 〃

isnotexpressedinthepresentforthemetricaldifferencebetweenん α〃and

乃0146漉.Toputitshortly,Cambyuskan'sactionsarehighlightedbythe

historicalpresentasoftenastheycan.Ontheotherhand,theinserted

descriptionoftheseasonshouldbeabackgroundtoneexpressedinthepreterite

becausethereisnonecessitybetweenMarchandhisfeastofthetwentieth

anniversary.Itcouldbeinanotherseason.Therefore,theverbsoπ9ωzin

example(31-a)isreasonablyassignedthepreteriteasoneofpreteriteverbsin

thedescriptionoftheseason.

InTん θ1V襯'sPγ ∫θ∫ポ57α1θ,thefamouschasingscenehastwoverbs∂1伽 θ
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and∫ 々7魏 θ4whichsatisfyimmediacy.Theygetthepreteritetenseowingtothe

instructivefeatureofthetaleasinexample(18).τ 加S6coπ41V槻'sTα16

presentsthephrase〃zα46〃z610ご1ゴ 召.Everyverbinthetaleisexpressedinthe

preteriteandthequestionedverbistreatedassameasothers.

AmongelevenpreteriteverbsinTable1,0nlytwoofthemareunexplainable.

(32)

(33)

WhanthatArcitehadderomedalhisfille,
Andsongenaltheroundellustily,

WhanthatArcitehadsonge,hegantosike

(KnT,1528-9)

(KnT,1540)

Eachpredicateinthepluperfectoccursinthesubordinateclauseledbythe

conjunctionω 加 ηwhichspecifiesapointoftime.Itseemstobeinaccordwith

Benson'sexplanationthatanactionexpressedinthehistoricalpresentis

unspecificinitstemporalsequence.7Butthepresentperfectinexample(31-b)

andexample(35)makesthevalidityofhisexplanationuncertain.

Nowthattheproblematicelevenarereducedtoonlytwo,Icansaythat

averbrelatedwithasoundsometimesgetsthepreteriteintentionallyinspite

ofitssatisfactionofimmediacyforacontextualandcomparativedevicein

additiontothemetricalandlexicalcompulsion.

ChapterII

2.OTheSoundDescriptioninThePresent

Intheprecedingchapterdealingwiththesounddescriptioninthepreterite,

Ican'tbutincludeexamples(28and30-a)expressedinthepresenttensefrom

thecomparativeviewpoint.Theirpresenttenseisattributedtotheirimportance

whichshouldbehighlightedineachcontext.Butthemostimportantfactortc

getthepresenttenseforaverbisitsimmediacy.

2.11mmediacy

Itismostevidentinthefollowingpairwhetherthedescriptionofasound

cangetapresentverbdependingonimmediacy.

(34)Alitelaftercokkeshaddeycrowe, (MilT,3357)
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(35)Whanthatthefirstecokhathcrowe,anon(MilT,3687)

Inexample(34),thereisatime-gapbetweenacharacter'sactionandthe

cocks'crowing.Inthelatterexample,thereisnogapbetweenthemasthe

conlunctionω 加 πpointsaspecificmomentoftime.

2.2ThePresentVerbwithAdverbs%oz〃,加 〃,and〃zπs

AsIhavementionedthepreteriteoftheverbδ θinSection1.3,itis

generallyexpressedinthepreterite.Theverb,however,getsthepresenttense

inthefollowingtwoexamples.

(7)Alfulofjoyeandblisse∫s漉 θ ρα1の2∫,

And捌o∫ 燃 伽 膨 液...(MehT,1712-3)

(36)Heereガstherevelandthejolitee(SqT,278)

Thepresenttenseinexample(36)isreasonablebecauseaverbwiththeadverb

likeπo躍and加67easilygetsthepresenttense,whichbringakindofnarrator's

psychologicalconfusionintohisnarrativedealingwithpastevents.Example(7)

followsthefirstcoっperatesentencesofanewtopicinitiation,includingtwo

verbs.Theyareinitiatedwiththeword∫ 伽s,whichevidentlyfavorthepresent

tenseofverbsasfrequentlyasアzoωand乃 θθγ.Ihaverecognizedthispresentas

themiddletypebetweenthenarrator'spresentandthehistoricalone.8Therefore

thepresentinexample(7)assimilateswithitscircumstancesofthenewtopic

ofaweddingpartydescribedwiththepresentverbsandthefollowingtopicof

mythologicalgods,whichisalsodescribedinthepresent.

Asfarasmydataareconcerned,whentheverbδ θwiththesubject

relatedwithasoundisexpressedinthepresent,itisalwaysaccompaniedby

theadverblike多zoω,h6召70risinfluencedby'乃z6sinaprecedingsentence.

2.3TheIndependentChoiceofTheTense

Among47preteriteverbsofthesounddescription,130fthemgetthe

presenttenseindependentlyinthecircumstancesofthepreterite.Ontheother

hand,340fthemareincludedinthedescriptionofaviolentbattle(KnT,
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2600-34),thejoyofavictory(KnT,2671-83),aseriesoffoolishactions

(KilT,3640-7),vulgarsleepingafterdrinking(RvT,4149-67),ajoyfulfeastof

wedding(MLT,7006-7,MehT,1709-12)andahappynightofwedding(MehT,

1842-50).Theyareexpressedintheconcentrateduseofthehistoricalpresent

becausetheyareimportantscenesineachtale,whichshouldbehighlighted.

Theindependentuseofthehistoricalpresentof13verbsseemstobe

relatedwiththecharacterof7加Cα 剛67伽 り1Tα16sitself.Itwasaliteratureof

narrative.NotthereadersbuttheaudienceofChaucer'scontemporaryheard

thenarrator'svoicebasically,andatthesametimetheyshouldimagine

varioussoundsinthetalethroughhisvoice.Chaucerseemstorecognizethis

dualism.Hedevisedtomarksoundsinthetalebythehistoricalpresent.

Consequentlyitgavevividsounds'imagestotheaudienceandakindof

tensioninthestreamoftimeinthenarrative,andmadeittight.

Inthe47presentverbsrelatedwithsounds,thereareonomatopoeicverbs

like61z〃 々6(chirrup)and碗 嬬 々6(cluck).Althoughverbslike々 ηo々 舵(knock),

∫η07'θ(snort),70zo≠6(snore),夕6κ θ(hiccup),60z69ん,and670z〃6arenotdirectly

onomatopoeic,theaudiencecanimaginespecificsoundsratherthantheactions

themselves,assoonastheyhearthem.Differentfromverbslikes翅g6,

碗 α槻'θ,and挽 α々 θmelodia,thesemarkedverbsinthehistoricalpresentamplify

theonomatopoeiceffect.

ChapterIII

3.OANewTopicInitiationandASound

Concerningthehistoricalpresent,Burnleypointsoutitsfrequentcoincidence

withtheinitiationofanewtopic.9Myinvestigationin1991doesnotprovethe

validityofhisstatementexceptthatanewtopicbeginswithwordsrelated

withtimelikeッ687,30吻67and吻yasfaras7'乃6κ 痂g配's71α16isconcerned .As

thepreviouschapterprovesthatthedescriptionofasoundisgenerallymarked

exceptforanintentionallynormarkedsound,therelationshipbetweenanew

topicinitiationandthesounddescriptionshouldbeexamined .
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3.11mmediacy

Mydatainclude16examplesofthesounddescriptionputinanewtopic

initiation.Elevenofthemsatisfyingimmediacyareexpressedinthepresent.

Whenthenarratordeclarestheshiftfromonetopictoanother,theinitiation

ofanewtopicisclearasinthefollowing.

(37)

(38)

NowlatusturneagayntoJanuarie,

ThatinthegardynwithhisfaireMay

勘 πgθ 漉fulmurierthanthepapeJay,

But,sires,nowwolItelleforthmytale.

ThiseriotouresthreofwhicheItelle,

Longeersterprime70ηgofanybelle,

Wereset。..

(MehT,2320-2)

(PardT,660-3)

Inexample(37),thefirstverbdescribingacharacter'sactiongetsthepresent

tensewhileitdoesn'tinexample(38).Inthelatter,whenthreeriotershad

seatedthemselvesinataverntodrink,thebelldidn'tringyet.Thebell's

soundlacksinimmediacysothattheverb70ηgcan'tbealternatedwith7初g6翫

inadditiontothemetricalcompulsion.Iftheimmediacyissatisfied,thesame

verbgetsthepresenttenseintheinitiationofanewtopic.

(39)Theheraudesleftehirprikyngupanddoun;

Nowリ ノηgθ%trompesloudeandclarioun. (KnT,2599-600)

Sometimeswhileatopiccontinues,itdevelopsadifferentphaseinthe

courseoftime.Suchacaseisoftenaccompaniedwithamarkerlikethecock's

crowingortherisingsun,tellingthechangeoftime.

(35)

(40)

Whanthat伽 〃s'θco々 加 飾c70膨,anon

UpristthisjolylovereAbsolon,

Andhymarraiethgay,atpoynt-devys.

、肋o%'6彿 ツ4剛g玩wentetheytoreste.

Welhaththismillerevernysshedhisheed;

Fulpalehewasfordronken,andnatreed.

Heyexeth,andhespekeththurghthenose

(MilT,3687-9)

(RvT,4148-51)

Judgingfromtheuseofthehistoricalpresentintheexamplesabove,sucha

differentphasecanberegardedasanewtopicinthenarrowmeaning.Butit

can'tbeassignedthepresentifthesounddescriptionisexpressedinthe

"th
ere"constructionasbelow.
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(6)Andoπ 漉 θ 〃zo7z〃 θ,whenthatdaygansprynge,

Ofhorsandharneysnoyseandclaterynge

Therwasinhostelryesalaboute, (KnT,2491-3)

Asoftenastheshiftoftime,thechangeofplace,whichmeansthe

changeofscene,canbeanewtopicevenifabasictopicisnarratedcontinuously.

Inthefollowingexample,Absolon,acharacterin7'初M〃 θプs7'α16,insulted

atacarpenter'shouse,wenttoasmith.

(41)Asoftepaashewenteoverthestrete
Untilasmythmen...

ThisAbsolonknokkethalesily, (Mi1T,3760-4)

Thenhewentbacktothecarpenter'shouseagain。

(42)Fulsofteoutatthedorehegantostele,
Andwentuntothecarpenteriswal.
Hecoghethfirst,andknokkeththerwithal (MilT,3786-8)

Astheaboveexamplesshow,anewsceneinthesametopicistreatedasa

newtopic.Andasoundinitisexpressedinthehistoricalpresenttoo.

Among16examplesofthesounddescriptionputinanewtopicinitiation,

fiveofthemincludingexamples(6and38)areexpressedinthepreterite.

(43)

(44)

(45)

TheSondaynyght,erdaybigantosprynge,

WhanPalomonthelarkeherdesynge

(Althoughitnerenatdaybyhourestwo,

Yetεoπgthelarke)andPalamonrighttho

ThegreteTheseus,thatofhissleepawaked

Withmynstralcieandnoysethat醐s〃zα 々θ4

Heeldyetthechambreofhispaleysriche

...andChauntecleersofree

Sooηgmurierthanthemermaydeinthesee

(KnT,2209-2)

(KnT,2523-5)

(NPT,3269-70)

Inexample(43),thesentenceparenthesizedbytheeditor,Bensonisevidently

anadditionalexplanationofthenarrator.Withoutdoubt,itlacksinimmediacy.

Example(44)can'tgetthepresentbecauseofthepassivevoicewhichis

alreadydiscussedinthesection1.3.Example(45)getsthepreteriteforthe

metricalcompulsion.Fiveofallarereasonablyassignedthepreterite.Allthe

exampleseitherinthepresentorthepreteritetellthatwhenthesound
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descriptionisputinanewtopicinitiation,theverbmakingasoundgetsthe

presenttenseperfectlyifitsatisfiesimmediacy.Butthesounddescriptionin

the``there"constructioncan'tbeexpressedinthepresentevenifitisputina

newtOPIClnltlatlOn.

Conclusion

InthedescriptionofsoundsinTん6Cα 痂 θ7δ蹴yTα1θs,verbsrelatedwithsounds

areassignedeitherthepresentorthepreteriteataratioof47to113.(The

verbsincludetheverb∂ θwiththesubjectrelatedwithasound.)Superficially

theproportionofthepreteriteoutnumbersthatofthepresent.Mostofthe

verbsinthepreterite,however,arereasonablyassignedthepreterite,thatis,

theylacksomeconditionstogetthepresent.

Someofthemlackintheimmediacythatasoundandanactionofa

characterinatopicarenotsynchronous.Thenon-synchronismisoften

recognizedintheintroductivedescriptionofacharacter'sabilityorhabitto

singorplayaninstrument.Forthisreason,thehistoricalpresentrarely

apPearsin7フ 露θGωz67α1P701α9錫 θortheprologueofeachtale.

Someofthemhavetogetthepreteriteinspiteoftheirsatisfactionof

immediacybecausethecompulsorymetricalchoiceasseeninapairlike∫ 吻g6漉

andsoπg.

Whenasubjectisanounrelatedwithasoundlikeηoッsθor"oヅs,theverb

加isgenerallyassignedthepreteritebecauseofthelackofimmediacy,based

onitsexpositoryfeature.Especiallywhentheverbう60ccursinthepassive

voiceandthe``there"construction,thesounddescriptionisgenerallyexpressed

inthepreterite,evenifthecircumstancesinwhichitappearsarefullof

presentverbsoritappearsinanewtopicinitiation.Ontheotherhand,when

itoccurswiththeadverblikeηoω,加 θ7,and'伽s,itisexpressedinthe

preSenttenSe.

Theconditionsmentionedaboveareratherindependentfactorstogetthe

preterite.Onthecontrary,thefollowingaredependentontheclrcumstancesln

whichthesounddescriptionappears.InTん6Tα160アS〃7'加1り α∫andT加
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Sσ 伽7〆 ε7物16,therearedescriptionsofthespringseasonfulloflifesandwiched

betweenaseriesofactionsofacharacter.Ifitisanimportantfactorto

causethenextactionofacharacter,itcanbeexpressedinthepresentas

equallyashisactions.Andifithasnonecessityforhisfollowingaction,itis

reducedtoamerebackgroundexpressedinthepreteriteincontrastwiththe

assignmentofthepresettensetoverbsofhisactions.Thesearecontextual

devices.

Withregardtothegrammaticaldevice,thepresentusedinthe"left

dislocation"isnotable.Themarkedwordsdislocatedtotheleftofanordinal

sentenceandthehistoricalpresentarecompatiblefortheircommoneffectto

highlightsomething.

Fromthelexicalviewpoint,thereisaninterestingphenomenon .Theverb

c7ゴ6israretogetthepresenttense.Whenitisusedwithanotherverbeither

inacoordinateorsubordinateclause,itseemstopreventthecounterpartfrom

gettingthepresenttenseexceptforanemphaticrepetition.

Fromtheparagraphicdevice,theuseofthehistoricalpresentandanew

topicinitiationaretightlyrelatedinthesounddescription.Theverbexceptthe

verb∂6,relatedwithasoundisperfectlyassignedthepresentinanewtopic

initiationifitsatisfiesimmediacy.Althoughonetopiciscontinuouslynarrated,

whenaplaceortimewhere/whenanewphaseappearsisshifted,theverb

relatedwithasoundgetsthepresenttenseinitsinitiationjustasinan

entirelynewtOpicinitiatiOn.

Itisevidentthatthesounddescriptionisexpressedinthehistorical

presentexceptfortheintentionalnon-assignmentofthepresenttensebased

onthecontextual,comparative,metrica1,andlexicalcompulsion.Theverb

relatedwithasoundishighlightedinthenarrativerelatedbythenarrator .By

thegrammaticalmarker,theaudiencecanimagineasoundeasily,sometimes

withanonomatopoeiceffect.Theuseofthehistoricalpresentinthesound

descriptionisbasedonthedualismofasoundthroughthenarrator'svoice .
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Notes

1)Thisinvestigationisbasedonthetext,η28」 肋2繊16C勿%667(Boston:HoughtonMifflin

Company,1987).AbbreviatedtitlesareincompliancewithMLAandItalicsinexamples

exceptexample(12)aremine.
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