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Introduction

WeoftenfindtheremarkablechoiceofthepresenttenseinChaucer'snarrativepoetry

dealingwitheventssituatedinthepast.Itisseenontheoccasionwhenthenarratoraskshis

audiencesomequestionstoattracttheirattentionortobringthemintoapsychologicalbond

withhischaracters,insertshisshort,temporarysummary,presentshispersonaljudgmentor

quotationsfromauthorities,orreferstogeneraltruthsortimelessobservations.Thepresent

usedinthesecasesincludesanelementoftherealpresenttimelnthenarrator'ssphere.Be-

sidesthepresenttenseusedinthem,thereisanotheruseofthepresenttensewhichrefersto

eventsorstateinthenarrativepreterit.Nowwedefinethisuseofthepresentasthehistoric

presentfollowingBurnley'sdistinction。1)Hepointsoutthepresentasaneffectivedevicetoin-

creaseasenseofimmediacyandthevividnessofnarrativeortoarrangetherhymescheme.

Healsorecognizesitsfrequentcoincidencewiththeinitiationofanewtopicanditsroleto

linkverbswhicharesemanticallyrelatedortworelatedscenes.2)

Hisstatementofimmediacyandvividness.istenableenoughwhentheyareattainedby

thepresenttensegiventoalmostallverbsinsentencesdescribingacertainsceneoracertain

event.Actually,however,thepresentisgiventoafewamongmanyverbsusedinapara-

graphiccluster.1ηotherwords,weonlyfindthesporadicuseofthepresenttense.Hedoes

notdiscussbywhatcriteriasomeverbsaregiventhepresenttensewhileothersareusedin

thepreterit.Andforthestatementofcoincidencewiththeinitiationofanewtopic,hecitesa

sentencewithoutasubordinateclause,andhedoesnotexaminewhetherthefirstverbina

newtopicisgiventhepresent,evenifitoccursinasubordinateclause.

ThepurposeofthisinvestigationistoclarifythesevaguepointswhichBurnleyleaves:

wewilltrytofindsomecriteria,bywhichChaucerchoseaverbtobegiventhepresent

tense,bythecontextualapProachinthefirstchapterandbythestructuralapProachinthe

secondchapter.Andthecoincidencewiththeinitiationofanewtopicwillbediscussedinthe
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thirdchapter.7加 κ 痂8配'εTαZ召,lnwhichBurnleypointsoutChaucer'srefineduseofthehls-

toricpresent.isinvestigatedforthesepurposes.

Althoughwedifferentiatethehistoricpresentfromthenarrator'spresent,thereare

ambiguouscasesinしhetaleasfollows:

(1>Butswichacryandswichawotheymake
Thatinthisworldnyscreaturelyvynge
Thatherdeswichanotherwaymentynge;

〈U,900-2)3)

ThisisadescriptioninthesceneofTheseus'encounterwit1、cryingladiesinblack.Both

Theseus7andtheladies'actjonsareexpressedinthepreteritexceptthetwounder董illedverbs.

Thefirstonemakefacllitatestherhyme.Thesecondonenysshoωdbethenarrativepreter五t。

Butthephrasethisworldcausesthenarrator'sconfusionbasedonhispsychologicalcontinul-

tythathebelongstothisworldtoo,Thesenseofcontinuityisnothingbuttheimmediacyas

aneffectofthehistoricpresent.Butatthesametime,thepresentcanbeinterpretedasthe

!沿rrator'spresentv～ ・hichshowshisjudgment,Besidessuchambiguouscasesasexample(1),

weexcludefromourdiscussionthepresentusedintherhymepositionandthetwousesofit

whichhavebeenconfusedwlththehistoricpresent.Thefirstisthepresentusedinsubordi-

nateclausesafterverbsofsaylng,thinking,knowing,andseelng,asfollows.

(2)DucTheseus,wi由alhisbisycure,

Castenowwherthatthesepulture

OfgoodeArcltemaybestymakedbe,

Isaughhowthathishoundeshavehymcaught

Andfreetenhyln_

(U.2853-5)

(U.2067-89)

ThepreseRtintheexamplesaboveiscalledthe"presentofreflection"byGrimm.4)The!1ext

exa搬plesshowthepresenttenseusedinsimileorcomparison.

(3)Thatlenehaewexanddryeasisashaft;(1.1362)

AsisdepeyntedinthesterresaboveG.2037)

Asfaynasfowe1圭 §ofthebrightesonlleσ.2437)

Weregardthepresentinsuchcasesasthepresentofgeneraltruths,Inthiscategory ,state-

mentsaboutGod,mythologicalgods,andastronomicalbodiesareincluded .

(4)Godwoothewddehavetroweditfunite.

TherVenushathhirprincipaldweUynge,

TherasMarshathhissovereynmansioun .

TherPlutohathhisderkeregioun ,

-UO一
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ChapterI

1.LO.ImmediacyandVividnessbyDynamism

DividingthewholestoryofTん6κ 痂gん ガsTα16into63scenes,wefindonly4scenesin

whichalmostallverbsaregiventhepresent.Thefirstandsecondarethedescriptionsof

Theseus'banner(ll.975-80)andhishabitofhunting(11.1673-82).Thethirdisthedescription

ofthemass-fightbetweenPalamonandArcite(11.・2599-635>andthelastisthatofArcite'sse-

riousinjury(11.2743-61>.Theother59scenesaredepictedgenerallyinthepreteritandspo-

radicallyinthepresent.Thelasttwosceneshavethemostdramaticimportance.Andthemost

conspicuouscommoncharacteristicamongthese4scenesisactivityordynamism.

Wehave1340ccurrencesofthehistoricpresentexcepttheconcentratedoccurrencein

the4scenesmentionedabove.480fthemarefoundinthecaseswhereverbswiththefeature

ofdynamismgetthepresenttense.Itisnecessarytoseewhetherthecharacteristiccanbea

factortogetthepresenteasily.Accordingtoourintuitiveinferencethatbattlescenesshould

bedynamic,wepresentthefollowing.

(5)Andafterthat,withsharpesperesstrongeTh
eyfoynenechatootherwonderlonge.

ThoumyghtestwenethatthisPalamon
Inhisfightyngwereawoodleon,
AndasacrueeltigrewasArcite;
Aswildeboresgonnetheytosmyte.
Thatfrothenwhltasfoomforirewood
Uptotheanclefoghtetheyinhirblood.

(11.1653-60)

ThisisasceneofthefirstfightbetweenPalamonandArcite.Inthispassagewefindamix-

tureoftenses.Althoughtheunderlinedverbsaresemanticallydynamic,theydonottakethe

present.Theverbgonneispreventedfromtakingitforitsingressivefeature.Ontheother

hand,foynengetsthepresent.(Frothenisoutofourdiscussionbecauseitstatesageneral

truthofwildboars.)Afactortochooseeitherthepresentorthepreteritbetweentheverbs

foynenandfoghteseemstobethedegreeofconcreteness.Thefollowingexampleshowsthe

choiceofthepreterit,becauseofthelackofconcretenessoftheverbsfighteandslee,inspite

oftheirsemanticdynamlsm.

(6)hefaught,andsloughhym (1.987)

ThesceneofPalamon'sescapefromaprisonaftertheconfinementfor7yearsisvery

dramaticanddynamic.

(7)Itfelthat... (11.1462-79)
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ThatsoorleafterthemydnyghtPalamoun,

Byhelpyngofafreend,brakhisprisoun

Andfleeththeciteefasteashemaygo

For㎜deyevehisgay韮erdfy五1ξ 蕊0

0faclarreemaadofacerteynwyn,

WithnercotikesandopieofThebesfyn,

Thatalthatnyght,thoghthatmenwoldehim

shake,

Thegaylersleephemyghtenatawake.

Andthushefleethasfasteaseverehemay

Thenyghtw獅Ebrtandfastebytheday

Thatnedescosthemoothymselvenhyde,

Andωagrovefast翫rbisyde

WithdredefulfootthannestalkethPalamon.

Amongallthepredicatesusedinthisscene,twolleeths,里aygo,moot_hydeandstal些ethare

inthepresent,whi豆efe},brak,haddeyeve,wolde_shake,sleep,myght_awakeandwasarein

thepreterlt.Inthelattergroup,therearetwopredicatesbrakandwolde_shakewiththefea一

tureofdynamism.Coml)arlngthesetwowiththethreekindsofpredicateslnthepresent,ex一

ceptmoot_hyde,whichwillbediscussedonpages6and7,wefindthatthedynamismillthe

verbsgivenもhepresenttellsecormotesthemovementfromoneplacetoanother.王nthisscene,

thesubjectsliketheimpersonalit,men,gayler,andnyght,otherthanPalamonhimselfarenot

giventhepresentatal1.Here3criteriacanbepresupPosed,

1

2

3

Averbcangetthehistoricpresentea.silyincaseswhen

averbexpressestheactiollofacharacterfocusedinascene.

averbcontainsthefeatureofactivityordynamisnl.

itsactivityordynamismconnotesthemovementfromoneplacetoanother,orcon一

tainsmuchmoreconcretenessthanotherverbsinthepassage.

.Herewemustexaminewhetherthese3suppositionsdeducedfromafewscenescanbe

genera豆rulesthroughout7'海 ε 、醜 歪81密ガ3Tα 」6.

(8)AndArcita,thatinthecourtroial

WitbTheseusissquierprincipa},

Isrisenand]oδkethonthemyrieday.

A五d　 翫 噌todδ δ面 §observaullcetoMay,

Remembryngeonthepoyntofhisdesir,

Heonacourser,start丑yngeasthefir,

Isridenintothefeeldeshymtopleye,

て㎜hecourt,wereitamyleortweye

AndtothegroveofwhichthatIyowtolde

Byaventurehisweyhegantoholde

Tomakenhymagerlan(f蔽greves,

Wereitofwodebyndeorhawethornleves ,A
ndloudehesongayeynthesonneshene:

Andfromhiscourser,withalustyherte ,

Intothegrovefulhastilyhesterte,

Andinpathhero搬ethupanτdδ 正n

(1!.ユ497-5ユ5>
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ThisisasceneoftheridingofArcitewhoisinfocus.Thefirstthreeunderlinedverbsinthe

presenttensewillbediscussedinthepartconcerningthe"leftdislocation"inthesecond

chapter.Hisrealactionsarestated:heisriden,gantoholdhisway,song,sterteintoa

grave,andromethupanddown.Thepredicatesisridenandromethwhichcontainthefeature

ofmovement,areinthepresent.Theyareinaccordwiththesuppositions1,2and3(hereaf-

tertheyareabbreviatedS1,2,3).

Wefindaninterestingdistinctionbetweengantoholdehiswayinline1506andthe

streightweyhathholdinline1690.Toholdone'swayconnotestheconsequentialmovement

fromoneplacetoanother.Inthelatterexpression,Chaucergivesthepresenttenseaccording

toS3.Butintheformeruse,theingressivefeatureofganpreventsitfromgettingthepres-

enttense.Wehavenoexampleoftheverbginneusedinthepresenttenseaccompaniedwith

theinfinitive,asseeninexample(5)andthefollowing.

(9)ThisArciteandthisPalamonbenmet
Tochaungenganthecolourinhirface;
RightasthehuntersintheregneofTrace,
Thatstondethatthegappewithaspere,
Whanhuntedistheleonorthebere,
Andherethhymcomerusshynginthegreves,
Andbrekethbothebowesandtheleves,
Andthynketh"Heerecomethmymortal

enemy!
Wilhoutefaille,hemootbedeed,orI,

(ll.1636-44>

Inthedescriptionabove,allverbsexceptganareinthepresent.Theverbstertewhichhas

theingressivefeatureisalsointhepreteritinotherscenesasfollows.

(10)Hestirtehymupoutofthebuskesthikke (L1579)

ElizabethTraugottregardsthewordganasthecarrierofthepasttenseandassertsthatthe

useofitwasasyntacticdeviceratherthanasemanticone。5)Butwhenweseesterteused

inthepreterit,wecannotcutofftheirsemanticfeaturefromafactortogetthe

tense.

WealsofindthevalidityofS1,2,3,inthefollowingscenewhichismorestaticthan

theexample(8>.

(11)Shewasarisenandalredydight,

ForMaywolehavenoslogardieanyght.

Thesesounpriketheverygentilherte,

Andmakethltoutofhissleptosterte,

And面 砺 一πArys,anddothynobservaunce"

This蕪dEmelyehaveremembraunce

TodoonhonourtoMay,andfortoryse.

Yclothedwasshefressh,fortodevyse:

Hiryelowheerwasbroydedinatresse

Bihyndehirbak,ayerdelong,Igesse,
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Andinthegardyn,atthesonneupriste,

Shewalkethupanddoun,andashireliste

She蚕 Σd薦 τhfloures,partywhiteandrede,

Tomakeasubtilgerlandforhirehede;

Andasanaungelhevenysshlyshesoong.

Thisisthedescriptio互 、ofEmlly.Thefirst3presentverbsunderhl}edareα1tofourdlscus-

sion,becasuetheyarethep聖 ゜esentofagelleralt1'uthofthesprlngseason,OnlyElnily'sactive

behaviorslil《ewalkethandgaderethareexpressedIIIthepresent.(Theverbsoon暮isoutof

ourdiscussionforltsrhymeposition.>Theverbwalkethhasthefeatureofmovementwhich

provesthevalidityofS2,3andtheverbgaderethwithoutthefeatllreofS2,3w川bedls-

cussedintぬesecondsectionofthischapter.

WiththevlewofSユ,wecansafelygiveitsvalidltytothisscene.Theverbsforsuぴ

jectsThis,Hiryelowheer,andtherecipientpro夏 儀ouninthepassivevoice,asseeninYclo幽ed

wasshe,arenotexpressedinpresel覚.Whenweexamillethewholeoccurrenceofthehlst面c

present,Slisgenerallyacceptable.

Thefolbwlng,however,seemstodeviatefromS1..

(12)FullitelwootArciteofhlsfe玉awe

Thatwassonytoherknenalhissawe,

Forlnthebusshhesittethnowfulstille.

でll、1525-7曝、'

ThefocusedcharacヒerinthissceneisArciteandhewhositsisPalamo11.ButPalamon?sac-

tion
.鋭圭堕塁callnottakethepreteritsatforthemetricaldisorder.Asshowlllntheexample

above,sonlecaseswhereSlsee童nstobedeviatedareoftellcontrolledbythefo重 ℃eofmeter,

RegardillgtoS2,3,wehave14caseswhereverbsbelongingtothetyl)esspecl∫ledinS

玉,2,3arenotgiventhepresent.Theratioofthose14verbsinthepreterittoallverbs

whichspecifiedlnSユ,2,3,is22percent.Wecannotalwaysexplaillthereasonwhy22pres-

entverbsarenot 、glventhepresent.Thepercentage,however,allowsustosaythatwhena

verbwiththefeatureofactlvltyormovementfromoneplacetoanotherisusedtoexpressan

ac之iollofacharacもer三nfocus,thehistoricpresentisgenerallyg三vento孟t .

1.2.αVerbswithouttheFeatureofDynamism

三.2.茎..ANecessaryEvent

Inthel340ccurrencesofthehistoricpresentmentionedonpage3
,860f出emarenot

compatiblewithS2,3.五nthepreviousexarnple(7) ,wefindthepredicatemoot_hydeinthe

present.Themovementfeatureoftheverbhydeseemstobeweak、Butasthewordsnedes

g～≧蓮(L1477)suggest,hishidingislnevitablenotonlyforhissafetybutforthedevelopment
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ofthisstory.Wlthoutthlsbehavior,hecouldnothaveheardArcite'ssoliloquy.Thennode-

velopmentofthestorycouldbeexpected.Thatis,averbwhlchmakesthedevelopmentofthe

storypossible,inotherwords,whichllnksonescenetoanotherisgiventhepresent,evenif

ithasnofeatureofmovement.

Herewewillseethegeneralityofthis.BothPalamonandArcite,whowereconfinedin

aprison,sawEmily.

(13)HecasthiseyeuponEmelya,〔He=Palamon〕(1.1077)

(14)AndwiththatwordArciteganespye(1.1112)

Theiractionsareexpressedinthepreterit.Buttheirsubsequentreactionsareexpressed

eitherinthepreteritorinthepresent.

(15)Andtherwithalhebleynteandcride,"A"〔he=Palamon〕(1.1078)

(16)Arciteishurtasmucheashe,ormoore.(1.1116)

Theevidentdifferenceofthetensesuggeststhebeginningoftheavoidabletragedy,namely,

thedeathofArcite,causedbyhisimpertinentlovetoEmily,withwhomPalamonfellinlove。

InthesceneimmediatelyafterArcite'svictory,aninfernalgustblewout,Howhishorse

wassurprisedandhowhewasinluredareexpressedinthepreteritexceptthefollowing.

(17)AnderthatArcitemaytakenkeep,(1.2688)

IfArcitehadpaidattention,theaccidentwouldnothavehappened.Thenthepromiseof

SaturnustoVenus,that"Palamon_shallhavehislady"(11.2471-2),couldnothavebeenrea1-

ized。Naturallythedevelopmentofthestoryshouldbeshutout.Thekeywordforthede-

velopmentisobviouslyexpressedinthepresenttense.Fromtheforegoingexamples,wecan

seethevalidityofthepresenttenseinanecessaryevent.

1.2.2.RespectableAttribution

Thesecondcasewhereverbswithoutdynamismgetthepresenttenseistoemphasize

therespectableattributionofacharacterinfocus.

(18)Andhemconfortethinfulgoodentente,(ll.958-9)

AndswoolF下 雨 五,ashewastreweknyght,

Forwhichthisnobleducashewelkan,(11.2715-6)

Confortethandhonouretheveryman,

Intheaboveexamples,the nobilityofTheseusisemphasized.Buttheworthyactlonlike

-115一

N工 工一ElectrOnicLibrarySe-vice



OtemaeUnlverSlty

チ ョーサにおける史的現在についての一考察

swoonhisoothinline959tocharacterizehisnobilitydoesnotgetthepresent,becausethe

changefromthernonosyllabicpreteritswoontothedisyllabicpresentswerethwoulddisorder

themetricalscheme.Theseus'braveryisemphasizednotonlybydirectdescriptionsbutby

thesvmbollikeabanner.

(19)TheredestatueofMars,wlthspereand(ll.975-80>

targe

Soshynethinhiswhitebanerlarge

Thatallethefeeldesglytξrenupanddoun;

Andbyhisbanerbomishispenoun

Ofgoldfulriche,inwhichtherwasybete

TheMynotaur,...

Burnleycallsthedescriptionas"theevocationofthesplendourofTheseus."6)Thedescrip.

tionsofTheseus幣bannerandpennonshowthedestinctionbetweentherespectablefigureand

thenegativeone.IncontrastwiththeredstatueofMarsdescribedbythepresentverbs,

embroideredMynotaurisexpressedinthepreterit.

AswellasTheseusマcharacter,Emi1ゾsattributionisemphasizedbyasymbo1,Inexam-

ple(ユ 、1),Chaucergivesthehlstoricpresenttotheverbgaderen,Inthepreviouslinestoexam-

ple(11),Emilylscomparedtoalilyasaconventionalwaytocharacterizethepurit》 ・ofa

maiden.Heractiontogatherflowerstomakeasubtilgerlandisasuitablerealizationofher

character.Thepresentverbgaderethresonateswiththepreviouscomparison.Shortlytosay,

itlinksthebeginningpartofonepassagewithitsendingpartandatthesametimethepres-

entemphasizeshercharacter.

Re豊atedwlthone'scharacter,thepresenttenseisusedtoshowanimportantpsycho-

logicalchange.WhenTheseusknewthattwomenwhowereduellingwerehisfoes,Palamon

andArcite,hecondemnedthemtodeath,Butbyhisqueen'sandwomellラspleading,he

changedhismlnd:

(20)Tilattbelasteaslakedwashismood,

Forpiteerennethsooneingentilherte.

Andthou縣stforirequookandsterte,

Hehathconsideredshortly,inaclause,

Thetrespas砺bothe,andeekthecause,

Andalthoughthathislrehirgiltaccused,

Yetinhisresounhehembotheexcused,

(韮韮.1760-6)

Beforeandafterthekeywordhathconsidered,allhisstateandactionsareexpressedinthe

preterit,excepttheverbrennethwhichsatisfiesS2,3.Andhlsconclusioncausedbythis

psychologicalchallgeisgiventhepresenttensetoo.

(21)Andhehemgrauntethgrace,andthushe (玉。1828>
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Andwhenagreatemotionalchangeoccurs,his/heremotionitselfcanbe

inthepresent,ifhe/sheisfocusedinascene.

(22)Forpiteerennethsooneingentilherte.

Andshortly,whanhisireisthusagoon,

asubjectforaverb

(1.1761>

(1.1782)

1.2.3.ASuggestiveOccurrenceinFuture

Thewaytofocusamaincharacter'sactionbygivingthepresenttenseisexpandedto

theskillfuldistinctionbetweenfactswhichhadoccurredandasuggestiveoccurrenceinfu-

ture.WehavethedescriptionofthewallofthetempleofMars(11.1967-2050).Onthewall,

allkindsoffearandmisfortunebroughtbyMarsarepainted.Allofthemareexpressedin

th,pret6・it・xceptth,f・ll。wi・g.

(23)Thebarbour,andthebocher,andthesmyth'(ll.2025-6)

Thatforgethsharpeswerdesonhisstyth.

Inthedark,ghostlypictures,onlytheactionofasmithisfocusedbythepresenttenseandit

suggestsvariouskindsofmisfortunewhichwillbebroughtbytheswordsforgedbyhim.

1.2.4.0,TheDeviationfromSuppositionl

Afewcaseswheresubjectsoutoffocusgetthepresentverbsareclasifiedinto4

groups.Thefirstisnon-humansubjectswiththeirpredicatesinthepassivevoice,whichwill

bediscussedinthesecondchapter.Thesecondissubjectsconcerningtimelikeday,somer

andyeer,whichwillbediscussedinthethirdchapter.Thethirdandthelastaresubjects

concerningsounds,andthemassorminorcharactersrespectively.

1.2.4.1.Sounds

(24-1)Swichsorwehemakeththatthegretetour(ll.1277-8)

Resounethofhisyoulyngandclamour.

(24-2)Upgoonthetrompesandthemelodye,(L2565)

(24-3>Nowryngentrompesloudeandclarioun.(L2600)

(24-4)Anontherlsanoyseofpeplebigonne(1.2660)

(24-5>Thatrorethofthecriyngandthesoun.(L2881)

Thespeci・ldealingwith・ ・undssh・w・th・diff・ ・ence・fth・n・r・at・ ・'・percepti・nbe-

tweenthesenseofsightandtheauditoryone,whenhetoldthestoryasifhehadseenthe

veryscenesdirectly.Andthepresenttensegivestheauditorytensioninthestreamoftime
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andmakesthenarrativetight.

1.2.4.2.ACommonEmotionSharedbvAU

Whenwefindthepresentverbsdescribingnottheactionsofafocusedcharacterbut

thoseofcommonpeople,weknowtheshiftofthefocusfromaspecifiedpersontothemass.

Inthiscase,anemotlollcausedbygreatloyordeepsorrowissharedbya11.

(25)Infinitebeehthesorwesandtheteeres

Ofoldefo】kandfo韮koftendreyeeres

InalthetounfordeethofthisTheban.

Forhymtherwepethbothechildandman;

(H.2827-30)

ThisisadescriptionofdeepsorrowafterthedeathofArcite.Notbyfocusingononeperson,

butbygivingthepresenttensetoactionsofallmenandchildren,Chaucerachlevestheam・

plificationofstrongemotionsharedbyall。Ontheotherhand,thestatementofEgeuswho

consoledTheseuswiththethoughtoftransmutationofthisworldisexpressedlnthepreterit

(叢.2837-50),becauseadetachedoldman'spreachingneedsnoemotionalstirring.

Thefollowingexampleisadescriptionofpeopleinvolved{nexcitementcausedbythe

victoryofArcite.

(26)Thetrompours,withtheloudemynstralcie
Theheraudes,thatfulloudeyelleandcrie,
BeeninhireweleforloyeofdaunArcite.

(U.2671-3)

Thepresenttenseattheveryendofthlsstoryisusedtoextendasharedemotionnot

onlytoaHcharacterslnthenarrativebutalsotoitsaudience.

(27)HathPalamonyweddedEmelye.(ll.3097407>

AndGod,thatalthiswydeworldhathwroght,

Sendehymhislovethathathitdeereaboght;

FornowisPalamoninallewele ア
Lyvyngeinblisse,inrichesse,andinheele,

AndEmelyehymlovethsotendrely,

Andhehireservethsogentilly

Thatneverewasthernowordhembitwene

Ofjalousieoranyootherteene.

ThusendethPa董amonandEmelye;

Thlssharedfeelingofhappinesslsnothingbuttheachievementof"immediacジ ,thepurpose

ofthehistoricpresent.

L2、4.3.AReversedSocialPosition

WefindanotherinterestingdeviceofthedeviationfromSl
。Rdeasedandexpelled

Arcitebegantoworkasaservant ,Hereailofhisactionsareexpressedinthepreterltand

thoseofothersuperiorservantsareinthepresent .
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(28)Forhewaswysandkoudesooneespye,

Ofeveryservaunt,whichthatservethhere.

Welkoudehehewenwode,an(r而Fbere,

Forhewasyongandmyghtyforthenones,

Andthertohehewaslongandbigofbones

Todoonthatanywightkanhymdevyse.

(11.1420。25)

ThisreversedfocussuggeststhereversedsocialpositionofArcite.Thistreatmentharmo-

nizeswithhiminobscurity,named"Philostrate"whichmeans"overthrownbylove."

ChapterII

2ユ.0。TheHistoricPresentandtheStructure

2.1ユ,BalanceinParallelDescriptions

Inthepreviouschapter,wehaveseenhowtheuseofthehistoricpresentsupportsthe

developmentofthestoryandclarifiestheattributionofafocusedcharacterinascene.Now

weseehowtheuseofitharmonizeswiththestructure.

AsCharlesMuscatinepointsout,Tん ε 、κ而8'配'sTα16isdesignedinasymmetricalorgan-

ization。BothPalomonandArcitekeepequalworth,whileintheoriginalT6s6歪 伽,Arciteisa

protagonistandPalamonisasecondaryperson.7)Tokeeptheequalitybetweenthem,Chaucer

givesthehistoricpresenttotwoverbsinparallelepisodes.ThesorrowwhichbothArcite

whowasexpelledandPalomanwhoknewArcite'sliberationfeltisexpressedinthepresent.

(29)Thedeethhefeeleththurghhishertesmyte;
Hewepethwaylethcriethpitously;

(24-1)Swichsorwehemakeththatthegretetour
Resounethofhisyoulyngandclamour.

(ll.1220-1)

[He=arcite]

(ll。1277-8)[

he=Palamon]

Thepresenttensesuggeststheequaldepthoftheirsorrow.AndthegateswhichTheseus

built(example30),theentranceofArciteandPalamontothegates(example31),bothKing

Lygurge'sandKlngEmetreus'fights(example32)areallexpressedinthepresentequally.

(30)Heestwardhath,uponthegateabove,

OfMars,hemakedhathrightswichanother,

(31)Arcite,andeekthehondredofhisparte,Wi
thbanerreedisentredrightanon;

AndinthatselvemomentPalamon
IsunderVenus,estwardintheplace,

(32)ThestrongekyngLygurgeisbornadoun,
alhisstrengthe,AndkyngEmetreus,for

Isbornoutofhissadelaswerdeslengthe,

(1.1903>

(1.1907)

(ll.2582-5)

(ll,2644-6)
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Asfarasthesymmetricalstructureisconcerned,theequaluseofthepreteritinparallelepi-

sodescankeepthestructuretoo.Butitfailstohighlightsomeconspicuouseventsorstate。In

examp盈es(29>and(244),theuseofthepresenttenseaccordswithArcite'ssorrowexagger.

atedbythealiiteratedsynonymousrepetitionwepethandwaylethandwithPalamon'sso

muchexaggeratedsorrowasatourresoundedwithhishowlandclamor,Thatis,thepresent

tensereinforcestheiremotionexaggeratedlexically.

2.1.2.ARoletolink2re塗atedScenes

Verycarefω1yChaucergivesthepresenttenseequallytoverbswhicharerelated

semanticaUy,evenifacounterparttobeglvenisconsiderablyfarapartfromtheprevious

one.Inthemomingofthemass-fight,yeomenandsoldierswenttoalist。

(33)Yemenonfoote,andcommllnesmanyoon(ll,2509-12)

Withshortestaves,thikkeastheymaygoon;

Pypes,trompes,nakers,clariounes,

Thatinthebatailleblowenblodysounes;

Whetherthepresentblowenisusedforthegenericstatementorthefuturetimelnthenarra-

tivepreterit,nowindlnstrumentssoundedatthemomentwhenyeornenandsoldiersmarched.

Andthenthetimewhenthesetrtlmpetsactuallysoundedhadcome.

(24-2)Upgoonthetrompesandthemelodye,G.2565>

Thesetworespondingpresentverbsare互inkedandthescenebetweenthesetwobecomes

verytightasmentionedonpage9.

Thesimilaruseoftworespondingverbsinthepresentisseeninthedescriptionof

Theseus'banner.AssoonasheheardthecrueldeedsofCreon,hestartedforThebestokill

him.Thenthefirstverbinthepresentappears:

(34)Hisbarlerhedesp韮ayethandforthrood(}.966)

Afterthat,heneitherwenttoAthensnortookrest .HesenthisqueenandEmelytoAthens

androodforth.Thenthedescriptionofexample(19)begins .Theseus'actionsbeingputbe-

tweenthefirstverbdisplayethandtheverbsinexample(19> ,thedescriptめnbeconlesso

tightthatthea.udiencecanimagehowpromptlyTheseusacte(i .

2.2.0.IntentionalUnba蓋ance

Chauceピsgen沁sisshownotonlyinthegoodbalancementionedabovebutalsoinhis

intentiona量breakofthebalance .Thebreakisanimportantpointtoevolvethestory
,asseenin
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examples(15&16).Sometimesthebreaksavestheflatnessofalongsymmetricaldescription.

(35)Andinthiswisethiselordes,alleandsome,(ll.2187-9)
BeenontheSondaytotheciteecome

㎜tepryme.andinthetounalight

TheselinesappearafteralongdescriptionofKingsEmetreusandLygurege(IL2128-89)ex-

pressedinthepreterit.Theactionnotofthemajorkingsbutofminorlords,isexpressedin

thepresentBeen...come.Thepresenttenseclosesthetopicof2kingstightly,whichisex-

pressedverboselyinthesymmetricalpattern.

Anotherskillfulbreakofthebalanceisseeninthefollowing.

(36)Thefiresbrenneupontheautercleere,

Andwlththatword,thearweslnthecaas
Ofthegoddesseclaterenrasteandrynge

(1.2331)

(ll.2358-9)

Beforethemass-fight,EmelyandArcitewenttothetemplesofDianaandMarsrespectively.

Emely'sactionsandstateareexpressedinthepreterit,andtheresponseofDianais'donein

thepresent.Thepresentfocusesonthemostdramatichappening.Theemotionalreactionof

Emelytothemysteriousomentakesthepresenttense.

(37)Butoonlyforthefeerethushathshecried,
Andweepthatitwaspiteefortoheere.

(ll,2344-5)

Thesecondverbweepshouldtakethedisyllabicpresentwepethifitwouldnotdisorderthe

meter.

ParallelingDiana'sresponsetoEmely,MarsgavehisrevelationtoArcite.

(38)Theryngesonthetempledorethathonge,(11.2422-3)A
ndeekthedores,clateredenfulfaste,

Comparingthispreteritverbclateredenwiththepresentverbclatereninexample(36),we

canfindanevidentdifferenceoftheimportanceofDiana'sandMars'revelation.Inthecase

ofDiana,theclatterofarrowsistheclimaxbeforeshevanished.Ontheotherhand,inthe

caseofMars,theclatterofdoorsandringsisonlyoneofforegoingomensbeforethestatueof

Marscried"Victory,"whichistheclimax.Chaucer'sdifferenttreatmentforthesameverb

usedintheparallelscenesharmonizeswiththedifferentreactionsbetweenEmelyandArcite:

shewasupsetextremelybyfearandastonishedverymuch,whilehewasafraid"somwhat"(L

2424),Bybreakingthebalancekeptbythehistoricpresentgivenequallyinparallelscenes,

Chaucerreinforcesthep§ychologicaldifferencebetweencharacters.
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2,3.0.TheHistoricPresentandtheLeftDislocation

Oneofthepurposesofthehistoricpresentistofocusonsomeactionsorstate.Thereis

astruc之urecalledthe"leftdislocation"tofocusonwordsbyputtingthemattheleftsldeof

thesubject.Herewemustexaminewhetherthese2devicestofocusonsomewordsarecoln,

bined,Wehave7examplesoftheleftdislocation.Twoofthemarejrrelevanttoourdiscus-

sionbecausetheirleftdislocatedpartsconsistofthenounphrases.Twoexamplesdonottake

thepresentverbsinthedislocatedpartsandtheothersdo.Twoofthemareambiguousasto

whether重heytakethepresentofreflectlonorthehistoricpresentasfollows.

(39>Newhosatfirstnelastuponthedeys,

Whatladyesfairestbeenorbestdaunsynge,

Orwhichofhemkandauncenbestandsynge,

Newhomoostfelynglyspekethoflove;

、Vhathaukessiltenofthepercheabove,

V㌧zhathoundesliggenoIltheflooradoun-

OfalthismakeInownomenciotm,

ORlythelastonetakesthepresentverbinthepart.

〈8)AndArcita,thatinthecourtroial

WithTheseusissquierprincipa1,

IsrisenandloδRethonthemyrieday.

A面todδ 面 一H鳶observauncetoMay,

Remembryngeonthepoyntofhisdesir,

Heonacourser,startlyngeasthefir,

Isridenintothefee監deshymtopleye,

(n.2200-6)

(11.1497-502>

Asfarasthiseampleisconcerned,2devicesarecombined.Asthe3underlinedverbsjnthe

presenttensehavenofeatureofmoveme煎,thetenseseemtobegivenforitsstructure.Asa

whole,h◎wever,wecannotfindtheharmoniouscombinationofthem.

2.4.0.TheHistoricPresentandthePassiveVoice

Thepassivevoiceisamarkedstructureinwhicharecipientisfocused.Thereare2

statementsthatArciteinfocusiscarriedfromoneplacetoanother.Naturallytheyareex.

pressedinthepassivevoiceasfoUows:

(40)Anonhewasybomoutoftheplace(1.2694)

Thowashe._ybrought._(IL2696-7)

ThoughboththepredicatesintheexamplesabovesatisfyS1
,2,3,theydonottakethepres-

enttense,becauseoftheirpassivity .

Ontheotherhand,thereare8examplesofthepassivevoiceexpressedinthepresent
.

S・m・ ・fthemlikeex・mpl・(41)9・tth・p・esent・tth・i・iti・ti・n・f…wt・pi・
,and・thersg,t

itforthesemanticdynamismofthestateofacharacterinfocusasseeninexample(32)
.
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(41)Depeyntedbeenthewallesupanddoun

NowbeenthiselystesmandandTheseus,

(32)ThestrongekyngLygurgeisbornadoun
AndkyngEmetreus...
Isbornoutofhissadel...

(1.2054)

(1.2089)

(ll-2644-6>

The8examplesseemtogetthepresenttensebecauseofthecontextualandsemanticreasons

ratherthallthesyntacticreasonthatthefocusedrecipientinthepassivevoiceisharmonious-

1y:combinedwiththehistoricpresent,althoughthepresentinthefollowingcannotbeex-

plained.

(42)...isthestreteywrye (1.2904)

2.5。0.TheHistoricPresentintheDoubleFrame

Chaucer'sintentionalnon-useofthepresenttenseaccordswiththedoubleframestructure.

(43)Underthesonnehelookethandanon

HewaswarofArcit菰 「Palamon,

Thatfoughtenbremeasitwereborestwo.

Thebrighteswerdeswententoandfro

Sohldouslythatwiththeleestestrook

Itsemedasitwoldefelleanook.

(ll.1697-702)

ThisisascenewhereTheseussawthefightbetweenPalamonandArcite.Betraylngourex-

pectation,nohistoricpresentappearsinthedescriptionofthefightitselfwhichmakesusfeel

dynamic,whiletheactionofTheseusgetsthepresentlooketh.Herethenarratortellsthefight

throughtheeyesofTheseus.Thatis,itisdescribedthroughadoubleframe.Theeventinthe

doubleframeisremote,whichneedsnoimmediacy.Thenon-useofthepresenttenseharmo-

nizeswiththeframestructure.Thisremotenessisshownclearlyinthedescriptionofthe

wallofthetempleofMarsmentionedonpage9.Alltheverbstσdepicttheeventsandstate

inthepictureareinthepreteritexceptfortheverbforgethinexample(23)andtheverb

dwellethusedattheinitiationofthetopic.

2.6.0.TheHistoricPresentinComplexSentences

Toseethefrequencyoftheoccurrenceofthehistoricpresentinthemainclauseand

thesubordinateone,weexcludesentencesinwhichverbsinthemainandthesubordinate

cfausesareexpressedinthesametense.Thefollowingtableshowsthedistributionofthe

presenttenseinthemainandthesubordinateclauses.
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presentmmam presentinsub.

adverbial

clause

adjective

Clause

noun

clause

14

5

1

10

10

1

∫udgingfromit,wecansafeiysaythattheh{storicpresentisapttooccurintheadlective

clause.Bymodifyingthepreviousnoun,itsattrlbutionmaybefocused.Withregardtothe

adverbialclause,anyconspicuoustendencycannotbepointedout.Concerningthenoun

ciauses,mostofthemareregardedasthepresentofreflection,whichisexcludedfromthis

dlscussion.Therefore,wecannotsayanythingbecauseofourscantydata,

ChapterIII

3.]、.0.TheHistoricPresentandANewTopic

Aswehaveintroduced,Burnleypolntsoutthecoincidenceofthehistoricpresentwith

theinitiationofanewtopic.Weexaminehowthefirstsentenceof63scenesbegins.

Thenarrator'saddressing

Adirectnarrationofacharacter

Verbinthepreterit

Verbinthepresent

14

1

26

22

14scenesbeginw1ththenarrator'saddressing,including2statementsofgeneraltruth
,and

onewithadirectnarrationofTheseus.These15scenesareirrelevanttoourdlscussion 、26

scenesbeginwithasentencewithaverbexpressedinthepreteritand22inthepresent
.In

these22,6complexssentencesareincluded.Butasshownintheprevioussection
,thereisno

outstandillgdlfferenceofthefrequencyofthehistoricpresentlnthemainciauseandthesub-

ordinateone,Judgingfromtheratioof26to22
,wecannotsupportBurnle}・'sstatement.
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Addingtothese22scenes,14scenesofnarrator'saddressingwithverbsorauxiliariesinthe

presentseemtogivehimsuchimpression.

3.2。0.TheHistoricPresentandNon-HumanSubject

Themostnotablethingabouttheinitiationofanewtopicisthesubjectconcerningtime

likeyeer,somerandday.Theynevertakeverbsinthepresenttenseunlesstheyoccuratthe

initiationofanewtopic,becausetheycannotbeinfocus.Asshowninexample(41),non-hu-

mansubjectcantakeapresentverbinthepassivevoicegenerallywhen藍tisputattheinitia-

tionofanewtopic,

Conclusion

WehavetriedtofindsomecriteriabywhichChaucergavethepresenttensetosome

verbsinTん8κ 癖gん ガsTαZ6.Althoughwecannotalwaysexplainmotivationforalloccurrences

ofthehistoricpresent,wecansayatleastthatthehistoricpresentisgenerallyemployed

whenaverbwiththefeatureofdynamism,whichoftenmeansthemovementfromoneplace

toanother,lsusedtoexpressanactionofacharacterinfocus.Inthefeatureofdynamism,

theingressivefeatureispreventedfromgettingthepresenttenseandonthecontrary,thefea・

tureofconcretenessfavorsthetense.

Ontheotherhand,thepresenttenseofverbswithoutthefeatureofdynamismisem-

Ployedforsuggestive,explanatory,descriptiveorstylisticpurposes.

Whenanivevitableeventforthedevelopmentofthestory,likethebeginningofdiscord

betweenthemaincharactersandthecauseofahero'sdeath,happens,thepresenttenseisal-

waysusedtosuggestthesignificanceoftheevent.Anditisalsousedtosuggestsomehap-

peningsinfuture・inthenarrative,incontrastwitheventswhichhadhappened,expressedin

thepreterit.

Andthemostrespectableattributionofacharacterinfocusandsounds,bothofwhich

thenarratorcannotperceivebyhissenseofsight,areexpressedinthetensetoo.

Aswellasthevividnessproducedbytheverbswiththefeatureofdynamism,thepres-

enttensegiventoactionsofthemassofpeoplevividlyamplifiesacommonemotionofjoy,ex-

citement,andsorrowsharedbyall.

Seeingthehistoricpresentinrelationwiththesymmetricalstructure,thereare3kinds

ofdevices.Oneistheequaluseofthepresenttenseinapairofsymmetricaldescriptions.

Whenaverbisexpressedinthepresentinthepreviousdescription,thesameverboraverb
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relatedsemanticallyinthelatteronetakesthesametensetoo.Bytwoverbsgiverlthe正)resent

tenseequaHy,eqllaldepthofsorrow,equalstrengthandcourage,andequalsplendorareex-

pressed,beingfoiledasaconsplcuouseventorstate.Sometimestheuseofthispresent

accordswithexaggeratedexpressionslexically.

Thesecondisthenon-useofthepresenttensebothinparalleldescrjptlonsexceptfor

itsuseattheendofthemasat重ghtconclusion.Thisusecanavoidtheflatnessofdescrlp-

tions.

Thethlrdlsthelmbalanceduseofthepresenttenseinparalleldescriptiolls.Different

degreec)femotionanddifferentreactionstosimilareventsaresuggestedbybreaklngthesym-

metrlcalbalanceintentionally:bytheuseandnon-useofthepresenttense,asubtiepsycho-

logic菰10rcircumstantlaldifferenceissuggested,WefindChaucer'sgeniusnotonlyinthe

goodbaianceinthesymmetricalsturcture,butalsoinhisintentlonalunbalance.

Besidesthisullbalance,hedeviatesintentionallyfromhiscriteriatogivethepresent

tensetoaverb.Thedeviationthattheactionsofmillorservantsareexpressedinthepresent,

whl垂ethoseofthemaincl〕aracterareinthepreterit,accordswiththereversedsocialposition

thathemustservethem.

Inregardtothefra!nestructure,thechoiceofthepresenttensedependsonit.V㌧1henthe

narratortellsascenethroughtheeyesofacharacterandscenespaintedonawall,theevents

throughthecharacter'seyesandinthepictureshappenwithintheinnerframeofthedo慧ble

structure,Namely,theykeepremotenessfromthenarrator,whichneedno"lmmediacy."In

thesecases,thepresenttenseisnotgenerallyemployed.Onthecontrary,theactionofthe

characterintheouterframe,wholooksatthescenedlrectly,isexpressedlnthepreserlt.

Concerningthecoincidenceofthehlstorlcpresentwiththeinitiationofanewtepic
,the

validityofthestatementofBurnleyisnotprovedinT加 κ 癖 ぎ配'37'αZ6.Thefirstverblna

rlewtoplccallgeteitherthepresentorthepreteritinanapproximateproportion
,whetherlt

occursinthemainclauseortheadverb{alone.Subjectsconcernillgtlmearethemostnotable

thingandgetthepresentverbonlywbentheyareputattheinitiationofanew宅opic.

WhatwehavefoundasChaucer'scriteriatogivethehistoricpresenttosomeverbsis

deducedorlly∫romoneworkofhissothatinfutureweshoωdextendourinvestigatlontohis

otherworkstoseewhetherthlsconclus{oncanbegeneralizedcriteria .
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