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It was just at this time, in the mid-1930’s, that a handful of folklorists were
attempting to widen the audience for traditional Anglo-American music :
Robert Gordon, Ben Botkin, John and Alan Lomax, and Charles Seeger. The
period of the Popular Front led to Communist Left and its intellectuals uniting
behind President Frank Roosevelt and turning to traditional music and song
as an expression of patriotism.
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Folklore exists not only through the actions and utterances of individual
persons, but also within collective bodies of people frequently reffered to as
Jfolk groups. Folk groups are those people who share traditions passed on
orally or by example. They are generally isolated, homogeneous, and cohe-
sive, at geographic, economic, ethnic, religious, or familiar deliminations, or
factors of age, social group, occupation, and so forth.
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Folklorists have had considerable difficulty deciding who “folk” are. . .
Students of music have also used many difinitions of “foik” and folk music.
For Béla Bartok, folk music was simply peasant music, or rural music. For
some scholars it has meant the characteristic music of a country or ethnic
group, whether rural or urban. Who the folks are is constantly changing.
Today with the proliferation of mass media, modern technology, and easy
mobility, the isolated rural peasant enclaves have largely vanished, especially
in the United States. Most modern researchers tend to believe that folk
music exists today and has existed in the past in the towns and cities as well
as in rural areas.
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