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Goodafternoon.

Likemanyfirstyearstudents,IenteredcollegetofindwhatIwanttodoinlife.Onethingforsure,Iwantto

goabroadandseetheworld.Now,withtheexperienceIhadthissummer,Ifoundapurposeanditchangedme.

ThissummerIwenttothePhilippinestostudyEnglish.WhenIgotoutfromtheManilaairport,Iwasvery

excitedandmyheartwasbeatingsohard.Everythingwasnewtome--people,language,food,andculture.

Likeanydevelopingcountries,thePhilippineshasvariousproblems.TheroadisNOTbasicallypavedlikea

gravelroad--whichwasevenfuntodrive,waterandelectricitysupplyarenotstable,andfrogscomeintothe

bathroom!

Themostsurprisingthingwasthestreetchildren.Oneday,somestreetchildrenweretryingtosellmeflowers.The

flowerswerehandmadeandverycheap.Iaskedoneofthemwhyhewassellingflowers.Hesaidthathisfamilyis

poorandhewantstohelpthem.Aftertalkingwithhim,IcouldnotsaynoandIboughtsomeflowersfromthem.

Ifeltthatthisisaveryserious,soIsearchedthereasonsofthisproblem.40%ofthepopulationinthe

Philippinesispoor.So,that'sthemainreasonchildrenhavetoworktohelptheirfamilies.Becauseofthis,children

cannotgotoschool.Moreimportantly,thereareabout14millionelementaryschoolchildrenandabout30percentof

themdropout.Only50%ofthemgoontohighschoolafter.Whenitcomestocollege,onlyabout10percentcan

go.

Clearly,thisisabigproblem.Oneoftheotherreasonsisthattheelementaryschoolisfaraway;thereisno

transportationtotheschool,sostudentscannotgotoschool.Moreover,studentscannotunderstandthedialectthat

isusedinclass.Forthosewhohavebeenworkingsincetheywerelittle,theyhavenotreceivedanyeducation.

Therefore,theycannotfindagoodjobwhentheybecomeadultsandtheystaypoor.Thisisthepovertycycleinthe

Philippines.

Ifelttheneedtostopthiscycleofpovertyforthesestreetchildrentogeteducationforabetterfuture.Inorder

tostopthiscycle,Ithoughttoprovidejobsfortheirparentswouldbethekey.Ifparentshavejobsandreceive

enoughsalary,theirchildrendonothavetoworkandcangotoschool.Atthismoment,Iamshortageofbusiness

knowledge.Therefore,duringmyuniversityyear,IwouldliketoacquiresomebusinessknowledgeandalsoIwould

liketounderstanddeeplyaboutthissituationtogetbetterideasforthem.Somydreamistomakesurethatstreet

childrengetaneducationandletthemhaveadream.ItisnoteasybutIbelievethatIcandoit.Thankyou.
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