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Goodafternoon,everyone.

First,Ihaveaquestionforyou.Doyouhaveanymottoinyourlife?

Mineistoalwaystrytochallengeeverything.Today,1'dliketotalkaboutthethreemainthingsthatIchallengedin

thesefouryearsandwhatIlearnedfromthoseexperiences.IamaseniornowandIdohopethatmyexperiencescan

helpyourcampuslifeandfuture.

1'vebeenstudyingEnglishandinternationalcommunicationinOtemae.IliketostudyEnglishsinceIwas

child,soLEOandGJSclasseswerefunforme.Inthoseclasses,Imetmanypeopleandbecamegoodfriends.Some

areolderandsomeareyounger.Tobecomeafriendwiththem,Icouldknowsomedifferentknowledgeorcultures,

especiallyoneofmyfriendschangedmealot.HewasanexchangestudentfromAmerica.Heshowedmehow

interestingitistostudyabroad,andhowimportantitistochallengeeverything.WhenheleftJapan,Ipromised

himthatIwillstudyinAmerica.However,1'veneverstudyabroadbefore,soIwasafraidalotaboutmyEnglish

andbealoneinaforeigncountry,butIchallengedit.First,IwenttoashortstudyprograminNewZealand.Inthe

firstweekIbecameahomesick,andIcouldn'tuseEnglishwell,somyheartwasbroken.However,Iremembered

abouthim--healwaystriedtotalktoanyJapanesestudentswithhisJapanese.So,fromthesecondweek,Itriedto

talktomyclassmateswithanot-goodEnglishandjoinedsomeschoolprograms.Imademanyfriends,andIcould

knowhowinterestingstudyabroadwas.Thentwoyearsago,inthisspeechcontest,IsaidIwouldchallengetogoto

America.

Lastyear,Ididit!IwenttoAmericaandstudiedfortwotermsorfor6months!Duringthefirstterm,Iwasin

thesecondclassfromthetopofESL,theclassfornon-nativespeakers.ButIwantedtopassESLclassesandstudy

withnativespeakers.Iaskedteachersandsomecoordinators,buttheysaid,"lt'stoohardforyou.Ifyoucanget

reallyhighscoreintwoexams,youcantakeit,butthat'salmostimpossible."However,Ididn'tgiveup.Itriedto

studyreallyhard.Iwenttothelibrarytostudy,madealotoffriendsandpracticedlisteningandspeaking.What's

happened?Igot100scoreinoneoftheexam,andIgothighscoreonanotherexam.WhenIpassedESL,Iwas

proudofmyself.Notonlystudying,butIworkedhardtoletpeopleknowaboutJapanesecultureaswell.WhenI

trysomenewthings,Iamalwaysnervous,butthechallengemakesmestrong.

Second,IbelongtotheAcousticSoundClub.Toperformsomething,youneedtopracticehard.We're

supposedtopracticeeverydayforthreehours.Inthefreshmanyear,theclub'satmospherewasnotgoodbecauseof

therelationshipandhardpractice.SomemembersleftandactuallyIwantedtoleavetoo.However,Idon'tliketo

runaway,sowhenIbecameasophomore,Itriedtochangetheatmosphere.Ibecamealeaderandtriedtotalkevery

memberandhadmeetingsometimes.Theclubchanged!Nowwehavegoodrelationship.Itwashardatfirstbut

fromthisexperience,IlearnedcommunicationskillandIcansingandplaybetter.

Now,Iamchallengingnewclasses.Asasenior,Idon'thavetotakemanyclassesbutIwanttolearnmany

newthings.1'mstudyingtourismandbookkeepingnowandthey'reexcitingbecausethey'renewtome!
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Ialwayschosedifficultoptions.Ididn'tneedtogotoforeigncountrytostudy,butIdid.WhenIwastoldthat

aclassistoohardforme,Ichallengedtheideaandpassedtheexam.Whentheclubwasbad,Icouldleavebut

insteadIchangedtheclub.Underthesemysituations,Ichosethehardway.Ibelievewhatsomeonesaid,"When

lifegetsharder,challengeyourselftobestronger."Iwillchallengeeverythingforever.Lastly,Iappreciatethis

universitytoletmehavethoseexperiences.Thankyouverymuch.
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