
Talkingwithmyhands

NamieTsuji

Iamverypleasedtobeherewithyou.Iwouldliketospeaktoyouaboutsignlanguage.BeforeIstartIhavea

questionforyou.Haveyoueverheardoftheword"deaf'and"signlanguage"?Idon'tliketheword"deaf'.It

indicatespeoplewhocannothearorlistentosoundorvoice.SoIwanttosaythattheyaren'tdeaf.Theyjustfindit

"difficulttohear"voices.Idon'twantyoutorejectthembecauseofthedifficultytheyhave.Butinthisspeech,I

willuse"deaf'becauseIhaven'tfoundthebestwordtodescribethemyet.Isaythisbecauseofmypersonal

experienceswithdeafpeople,whichIwanttotalkaboutnow.

First,letmedescribemyexperiencewithfriendswhoaredeaffromelementaryschool.Ourschoolhadaclass

fordeafchildren.Allstudentshadtostudysignlanguagetocommunicatewiththem.Thisaffectedmylife.By

knowingsignlanguage,IcouldhelpinswimmingraceswhenIwasamiddleschoolstudent.Icouldalsohelp

customersatmypart-timejob.Inbothcases,Iwasatranslatorbetweenpeoplewhoaredeafandhearingpeople.I

thinkIdidagreatjobandIfeltthatmyexperienceinelementaryschoolimprovedmywholelife.Pdnowliketo

talkaboutbarriers.

Whatdoyouthinkarethebarrierswithdeafpeople?Actually,Ican'tseeanybarriersbetweendeafpeople

andme.Itdoesn'tmatterifyoudon'tknowsignlanguage.Somedeafpeoplecantalkwithoutsignlanguage

becausetheycanreadourlipsandtheycanpracticepronunciationofletters.Wecanalsocommunicateusingpen

andpaper.Therefore,ifyouhaveanybarriers,youcanbreakthebarriers,right?Mydeaffriendsaidthatifpeople

hadmotivationtoacceptthem,socialrelationsbetweendeafpeopleandhearingpeoplewillbenicerthannow.So

weneedtounderstandthemmoreandhelpeachother.

Finally,Iwanttosharewithyouthejoyoflearningsignlanguage.Signlanguageisn'tdifficult.Itreallyisn't!

BecauseyouknowEnglishandyoucanwrite,read,listenandspeak,right?Signlanguageisonlyspeakingwith

yourhands.Itmeansthatlearningsignlanguageiseasierthanlearningotherlanguages.Youdon'tneedtoprepare

penandpaper.Justhavemotivation.Onlyknowingalittlebitcanhelpyoutocommunicateandfeelconfident.If

youcompleteJapanesesignlanguage,youcanstartKoreansignlanguage,Americanone,Frenchoneandsoon.

Inconclusion,Ihopeyouwillbeinterestedinsignlanguage.Signlanguagewillbrightenyourlifeandaffect

peoplearoundyou.Youcanexpandyourworld,acquirenewskillsandmakenewfriends.Inaddition,ifyouand

yourfriendsknowsignlanguage,youcanhavesecretconversationshiddenfromadultsandotherswhodon'tknow

thelanguage!Thankyouverymuch.
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