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Introduction

Publicspeakingconsistentlyranksinthetopthreepersonalfearsforusl.Furthermore,thesearefearsfrompeople

thinkingaboutmakingaspeechintheirnativelanguage.Thus,whyyoucannothelpbutadmireeveryparticipantin

theInstituteofInternationalEducation's2016annualspeechcontest.IntheEnglishcategory,eachofthe12

participantswroteandmemorizedfive-minutespeeches.Itwascommendableandimpressive,consideringthiswas

anextracurricularactivity.Giventhehighoveralllevelofallspeeches,itwasdifficulttopickthetopthreewinners.

Intheend,NamikoN.Ookawarawonfirstprizeforherspeech,"WhatIWanttoGivePeopleThroughArt."Ms

Ookawaraspokeaboutacherishedartteacherandsharedherpersonalaccountofthetransformativepowerofart.

NamieTsujiwonsecondprizewithherspeech,"TalkingWithMyHands."MsTsujispokeabouttheuseofsign

languageanditsabilitytoovercomebarriers.KumikoSugimoto'sspeech"Challenge,"wonthirdprize.Shespoke

abouttheimportanceofalwayschallengingyourself.

Asawhole,thesespeechesdemonstratethecommitmentofOtemaeUniversitystudentstosocialserviceand

makingtheworldabetterplace.Eachstudenthasfoundtheirownway,andthejourneystheysharedabout

discoveringwhatmadeadifferencetothemandtheworldaroundthemwasprofoundlymovingfortheaudience.In

particular,itwasespeciallyimpressivethattherewasahighnumberoffreshmenstudentswhojoinedsophomores,

juniors,andseniorsinsharingtheirdreamsandtheirexperiences.Listenerswereimpressedwiththestudents'poise

andpolishedspeechperformances,nomatterwhattheiryearinuniversityortheirpreviouspublicspeaking

experience.

OtemaeUniversityispleasedtopresentasmallbutimpressivecollectionoforiginalstudentspeechesfrom

our2016speechcontest.Transcriptsofselectedspeechesfollow.

'AsseenintheChapmanUniversitySurveyofAmericanFears
,mostrecentlypublishedonOctober11,2016.RetrievedFebruary

2,2017,fromhttps://blogs.chapman.edu/wilkinson/2016/10/--/americas-top-fears-2016/
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WhatIWantToGivePeopleThroughArt

NamikoNicoleOokawara

Goodmorning.

Thankyouforallowingmetosharemythoughtswithyou.Today,IwouldliketotalkwhatIwanttodointhe

futureandhowitbecameclearthroughsomeexperiencesrelatedtoArt.

Withoutmeetingmyartteacher,1,asanartistwouldn'tbehere.WhenIwasahighschoolstudent,Istarted

togotoanartschool.Theschoolwasalittlebitdifferentfromthe"commonartschool."Theteacheraccepted

ANYONEwholovedtodoart.Weuseddifferentmaterialstocreateart.Shedidn'tteachushowtodrawandeven

NEVERforcedustodraw!

Wecouldexpressourselvesfreelybecausesheneverevaluatedwhetheranartworkisgoodorbad.Ididn't

havetocareaboutwhatpeoplesaidaboutmyart.Whatshetaughtmewasthejoyofmakingartformyself.

Myteacherpassedawaytwoyearsafterwemet.Herdeathwasunexpected.Icouldn'tsaythankyouenough

toher.So,atherfuneral,Imadeadecision:IwillNOTSTOPmakingartaslongasherTEACHINGisinmy

HEART.

Sincethen,Imadeartjustformyself.However,thesedays,IthinkthatIdon'thavetomakeartjustformyself

anymore.Couldyouguesswhy?Itisn'tbecauseIdon'tlikeart.It'sPRECISELYbecauseILOVEandENJOYart,

thewaymyteachertaughtme.

IstudiedStudioArtandArtTherapyintheUnitedStatesforayear.Istillkeptenjoyingmakingartandmade

manyfriendsinArtclasses.WhenIhadaveryhardtimelivingthere,manyfriendssupportedme.Theyalwaysgave

brightsmileandlove.Irealizedthattheirattitudewassimilartomyteacher.IstartedthinkinghowIcanhelppeople

likemyteacherandfriends.Thepassionwasgrowinginmyheart.

ThenIhadtheopportunitytocombinemypassionofartandhelpingpeopleinagraphicdesignclassin

America.Wecreatedwordpictogram,whichexplainedthemeaningofawordwithapicture.AsanEnglishlearner,I

realizedthatwordpictogramscanhelppeoplewhoarelearninganewlanguage.IthoughtitwasthethingwhatI

wantedtointhefuture-helpingpeopleandmakingdifficultwordseasytounderstandbydesign.

Finally,IfoundthewaythatIcouldhelppeople.Ialwaysreceivelotsoflovefromthepeopleinmylife.Now

ismyturntogive.Iknowthejoyofmakingart,soIwanttousethisjoytogivelovetopeople.MotherTeresasaid,

"Itisnothowmuchwedo
,buthowmuchloveweputindoing."Now,itbecameclearformethatwhatimpressed

methemostintheartschool:howmuchlovemyteacherhadandhowmuchlovesheputtocareforeachofus,just

thewayIwanttobe.Thankyou.
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Talkingwithmyhands

NamieTsuji

Iamverypleasedtobeherewithyou.Iwouldliketospeaktoyouaboutsignlanguage.BeforeIstartIhavea

questionforyou.Haveyoueverheardoftheword"deaf'and"signlanguage"?Idon'tliketheword"deaf'.It

indicatespeoplewhocannothearorlistentosoundorvoice.SoIwanttosaythattheyaren'tdeaf.Theyjustfindit

"difficulttohear"voices.Idon'twantyoutorejectthembecauseofthedifficultytheyhave.Butinthisspeech,I

willuse"deaf'becauseIhaven'tfoundthebestwordtodescribethemyet.Isaythisbecauseofmypersonal

experienceswithdeafpeople,whichIwanttotalkaboutnow.

First,letmedescribemyexperiencewithfriendswhoaredeaffromelementaryschool.Ourschoolhadaclass

fordeafchildren.Allstudentshadtostudysignlanguagetocommunicatewiththem.Thisaffectedmylife.By

knowingsignlanguage,IcouldhelpinswimmingraceswhenIwasamiddleschoolstudent.Icouldalsohelp

customersatmypart-timejob.Inbothcases,Iwasatranslatorbetweenpeoplewhoaredeafandhearingpeople.I

thinkIdidagreatjobandIfeltthatmyexperienceinelementaryschoolimprovedmywholelife.Pdnowliketo

talkaboutbarriers.

Whatdoyouthinkarethebarrierswithdeafpeople?Actually,Ican'tseeanybarriersbetweendeafpeople

andme.Itdoesn'tmatterifyoudon'tknowsignlanguage.Somedeafpeoplecantalkwithoutsignlanguage

becausetheycanreadourlipsandtheycanpracticepronunciationofletters.Wecanalsocommunicateusingpen

andpaper.Therefore,ifyouhaveanybarriers,youcanbreakthebarriers,right?Mydeaffriendsaidthatifpeople

hadmotivationtoacceptthem,socialrelationsbetweendeafpeopleandhearingpeoplewillbenicerthannow.So

weneedtounderstandthemmoreandhelpeachother.

Finally,Iwanttosharewithyouthejoyoflearningsignlanguage.Signlanguageisn'tdifficult.Itreallyisn't!

BecauseyouknowEnglishandyoucanwrite,read,listenandspeak,right?Signlanguageisonlyspeakingwith

yourhands.Itmeansthatlearningsignlanguageiseasierthanlearningotherlanguages.Youdon'tneedtoprepare

penandpaper.Justhavemotivation.Onlyknowingalittlebitcanhelpyoutocommunicateandfeelconfident.If

youcompleteJapanesesignlanguage,youcanstartKoreansignlanguage,Americanone,Frenchoneandsoon.

Inconclusion,Ihopeyouwillbeinterestedinsignlanguage.Signlanguagewillbrightenyourlifeandaffect

peoplearoundyou.Youcanexpandyourworld,acquirenewskillsandmakenewfriends.Inaddition,ifyouand

yourfriendsknowsignlanguage,youcanhavesecretconversationshiddenfromadultsandotherswhodon'tknow

thelanguage!Thankyouverymuch.
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Challenge

KumikoSugimoto

Goodafternoon,everyone.

First,Ihaveaquestionforyou.Doyouhaveanymottoinyourlife?

Mineistoalwaystrytochallengeeverything.Today,1'dliketotalkaboutthethreemainthingsthatIchallengedin

thesefouryearsandwhatIlearnedfromthoseexperiences.IamaseniornowandIdohopethatmyexperiencescan

helpyourcampuslifeandfuture.

1'vebeenstudyingEnglishandinternationalcommunicationinOtemae.IliketostudyEnglishsinceIwas

child,soLEOandGJSclasseswerefunforme.Inthoseclasses,Imetmanypeopleandbecamegoodfriends.Some

areolderandsomeareyounger.Tobecomeafriendwiththem,Icouldknowsomedifferentknowledgeorcultures,

especiallyoneofmyfriendschangedmealot.HewasanexchangestudentfromAmerica.Heshowedmehow

interestingitistostudyabroad,andhowimportantitistochallengeeverything.WhenheleftJapan,Ipromised

himthatIwillstudyinAmerica.However,1'veneverstudyabroadbefore,soIwasafraidalotaboutmyEnglish

andbealoneinaforeigncountry,butIchallengedit.First,IwenttoashortstudyprograminNewZealand.Inthe

firstweekIbecameahomesick,andIcouldn'tuseEnglishwell,somyheartwasbroken.However,Iremembered

abouthim--healwaystriedtotalktoanyJapanesestudentswithhisJapanese.So,fromthesecondweek,Itriedto

talktomyclassmateswithanot-goodEnglishandjoinedsomeschoolprograms.Imademanyfriends,andIcould

knowhowinterestingstudyabroadwas.Thentwoyearsago,inthisspeechcontest,IsaidIwouldchallengetogoto

America.

Lastyear,Ididit!IwenttoAmericaandstudiedfortwotermsorfor6months!Duringthefirstterm,Iwasin

thesecondclassfromthetopofESL,theclassfornon-nativespeakers.ButIwantedtopassESLclassesandstudy

withnativespeakers.Iaskedteachersandsomecoordinators,buttheysaid,"lt'stoohardforyou.Ifyoucanget

reallyhighscoreintwoexams,youcantakeit,butthat'salmostimpossible."However,Ididn'tgiveup.Itriedto

studyreallyhard.Iwenttothelibrarytostudy,madealotoffriendsandpracticedlisteningandspeaking.What's

happened?Igot100scoreinoneoftheexam,andIgothighscoreonanotherexam.WhenIpassedESL,Iwas

proudofmyself.Notonlystudying,butIworkedhardtoletpeopleknowaboutJapanesecultureaswell.WhenI

trysomenewthings,Iamalwaysnervous,butthechallengemakesmestrong.

Second,IbelongtotheAcousticSoundClub.Toperformsomething,youneedtopracticehard.We're

supposedtopracticeeverydayforthreehours.Inthefreshmanyear,theclub'satmospherewasnotgoodbecauseof

therelationshipandhardpractice.SomemembersleftandactuallyIwantedtoleavetoo.However,Idon'tliketo

runaway,sowhenIbecameasophomore,Itriedtochangetheatmosphere.Ibecamealeaderandtriedtotalkevery

memberandhadmeetingsometimes.Theclubchanged!Nowwehavegoodrelationship.Itwashardatfirstbut

fromthisexperience,IlearnedcommunicationskillandIcansingandplaybetter.

Now,Iamchallengingnewclasses.Asasenior,Idon'thavetotakemanyclassesbutIwanttolearnmany

newthings.1'mstudyingtourismandbookkeepingnowandthey'reexcitingbecausethey'renewtome!
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Ialwayschosedifficultoptions.Ididn'tneedtogotoforeigncountrytostudy,butIdid.WhenIwastoldthat

aclassistoohardforme,Ichallengedtheideaandpassedtheexam.Whentheclubwasbad,Icouldleavebut

insteadIchangedtheclub.Underthesemysituations,Ichosethehardway.Ibelievewhatsomeonesaid,"When

lifegetsharder,challengeyourselftobestronger."Iwillchallengeeverythingforever.Lastly,Iappreciatethis

universitytoletmehavethoseexperiences.Thankyouverymuch.
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