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Abstract:Inthisessay,IdescribethewaysinwhichJapanesehumanrightsliteraturecanbeincorporatedinto

diversecoursesinthehumanitiesandsocialsciences.Itintroducesstudiesintotheconceptofhumanrightsand

debatesaboutwhatconstitutesthembeforediscussingtheroleofliteratureaspartofhumanrightsstruggles.Italso

explorestheconceptofliteratureaspersonalanditsconnectionstosocialandpoliticalaction,andhowlessons

centeredonliterarytextscanteachusabouthumanrightsandsocialjustice.

要 旨

本論では、 日本の 「人権文学」が、人文学あ るいは社会科学等 の様々な教科 の教材 として大きな役

割を果たす可能性 について述べ る。人権 文学を紹介す るこ とによって、 「人権」の概念やその中身に

ついての学び、そ して、人 としての権利 を確立す るための戦いに文学が果た した役割 を明らかにす る

方法 を論述す る。 また、文学か ら見えて くる、個人、時に身の危険 を伴 うよ うな社会的、政治的行動

に参加 してい く動機や信念、その思、いにつ いて も触れ ていきたい。更 には、文学 を教材 とす る授業が、

人権 と社会 的公正について どの ような教育的効果 をもた らすか とい う主要課題について検討す る。

Introduction

ThispaperaimstointroducewaysunitsonhumanrightsliteraturecanbeincorporatedintocoursesonJapanese

literature,history,andcultureaswellasintomoregeneralcoursessuchashumanrightsorpeacestudiesbased

courses.ItfirstlaysoutageneraltheoryofhumanrightsbeforeofferinganannotatedbibliographyofJapanese

literatureintranslationthatcanbeincorporatedintolessonsonhumanrights.Italsogivesgeneralguidelinesor

suggestionsforhowthematerialsmightbeusedandthekindofclassroomdialoguethatcouldbefostered.

Thispapermustalsoincludeacaveat.Whenspeakingofrights,wemustbesensitivetocultureandlanguage.

Thus,whilebeingawareoftheproblematicsofwhatPhillipson(1992)describedaslinguisticimperialismandthe

promotionofEnglishattheexpenseofothernationalandforeignlanguages,thispaperdoeslookatJapanese

literatureprimarilyinEnglishtranslationasameanstofosterbroad,comparativedialogue.Atthesametime,no
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translationisperfect.Forthisreason,comparativereading,ortheuseofmirrortexts,withattentiongiventoboth

thetranslationandtheoriginalisencouragedwheneverpossible(Tanaka,2015).

Humanrightsareincreasinglypartofglobalpopularcultureconsciousness.Sincethelate1970s,theUnited

Nationshasrepeatedlydrawnattentiontotheimportanceofhumanrights,throughlandmarkssuchasthe

ConventionoftheEliminationofAllFormsofDiscriminationagainstWomen(1979),theConventiononthe

RightsoftheChild(1989)andtheConventionoftheRightsofPersonswithDisabilities(2006).Throughsuch

actionsastheestablishmentoftheHumanRightsCouncil(2006)anditsfirmcommitmenttothepreservationof

humanrightsasacornerstoneofglobalpeace,theUnitedNationsanditsmembercountrieshavedemonstratedthat

theimplementationofrightsisanimportantpartofdailylifeinthemodernworld;atthesametimethis

implementationisneithersmoothnoruncontestedgiventhevaryingdefinitionsofhumanrights.

Sowhatarehumanrights?Marie-BenedicteDembour(2010)pointsoutthatofcoursetheideaofhuman

rightsisdifferentforeveryone,butsheoutlinesfourbroad,idealizedschoolsofthoughtonwhatconstituteshuman

rights.Thesecanbesummarizedas"thenaturalschool"whichdefineshumanrightsas"thoserightsonepossess

simplybybeingahuman."(Dembour,2).Thisistosayrightsarenotsocialbutinnate.

ThesecondschoolofthoughtDembouroutlinesisdeliberative,whereinhumanrightsare"politicalvalues

thatliberalsocietieschosetoadopt"(3).Here,humanrightsareasocialagreementandarelimited.Incontrastto

this,theprotestschoolofthoughtbelieveshumanrightstobe"claimsandaspirationsthatallowthestatusquoto

becontestedinfavoroftheoppressed"(ibid).Inthisthirdschoolofthought,humanrightsarefoughtforandwon.

Thefinalschoolofthoughtaboutwhatconstituteshumanrightsisthediscourseschool.Here,humanrights

existbecausetheyarespokenof,andadiscoursethathasdevelopedaroundtheideaofthem.Theideaofhuman

rightsexistsbecause"thelanguagesurroundinghumanrightshasbecomeapowerfullanguagewithwhichto

expresspoliticalclaims"(4).Atthesametime,however,thelimitsoflanguageultimatelylimitsthewaysinwhich

humanrightscanbeconceptualized.

Thispaperbelievesthathumanrightsareacontestedprocess,rightsthatshouldbeinnatebutoftenare

limitedordeniedbysocieties.Inthissense,wefollowthethirddefinitionmostclosely.Atthesametime,literary

scholarsmustbeattunedtothewaylanguageframesourideasandthewaydiscourseshapessociety.Languagealso

helpsusimaginenewpossibilities.Itisnoaccidentthathumanrightsliteraturesitsuncomfortablyonaboundary

betweenliteratureandtestimony,andsooftendeploysinnovativelinguisticandnarrativetechniques.Anattention

todiscourseandthewayitshapessocietyisinescapableinhumanrightsliterature.Followingthis,thethirdand

fourthconceptualizationsofhumanrightshavebeentheguidingframeworkinthisinitialpaper.

HumanRightsinLiterature

Justasthereisnoonewaytoapproachordefinehumanrights,thereisnoonewaytodescribewhatisbecoming

knownas"humanrightsliterature."AsSophiaA.McClennen(2015)argues,theissueofhumanrightsis

inescapableinstudiesinthehumanitiesandsocialsciencesinthecultureoffearandmilitarizationthatemergedin

thewakeoftheterroristattacksofSeptember11,2001:"Humanrightsperspectivesarenowmergedwithstories
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ofethnicity,sexuality,andcross-culturalidentity.Theyinfusestoriesofwar,labor,andpersonalstruggle.They

informstoriesoflanguagerights,empathy,andtrauma.Thenotionofhumanrightsisatthecenterofeverymajor

clusterofliterarywritingidentifiabletoday"(3).

Thequestionofhowtolimitwhatisreadashumanrightsliteratureandtheroleofthatliteratureisnow

centraltomanycriticaldebates.Isitliterary?Testimonial?Fictionornon-fiction?McClennenwondersaboutthe

socialfunctionofsuchliterature:"Doesitoffercatharsis,healingfromtrauma,andproductiveaffect?Doesitserve

asdocument,evidence,orjuridicalintervention?Howdoesitbalanceaneedfortruthtellingwiththemessinessof

aestheticart?Isthereaparticularformtohumanrightsstorytellingthatismoreauthenticandhonest?Andwhere

arethelinesbetweensensationalismandmeaningfuladvocacy?"(ibid).

Ofcoursethereisnoclearanswertoanyofthesequestions.YetMcClennenastutelypointstothefactthat

humanrightsliteratureisinherentlyinterdisciplinary,blendingtestimonialaccountsoflivedexperienceandliterary

worksthataresocial,political,andpersonal.Assuch,itcanandshouldbetaughtinavarietyofhumanitiesand

socialsciencecourses.

Narrativesandlifestorieshavelongbeenanintegralpartoftheprocessofsocialactivismtogainrightsand

recognition.TheUnitedNationsHumanRightsCouncilfeaturesnewsandreportstogetherwithtestimonyfrom

peopleaffectedbywar,rape,violence,andmanyotherunimaginablerightsviolations.MaryRobinson,former

UnitedNationsHighCommissionerforHumanRights,hasarguedthatsuchtestimonyispowerfulbecauseithas"a

crucialroleinshowingnotjustthehumancostbutalsoincredibleresilience"(Robinson,ix).Literature,too,isa

powerfulpersonalandpoliticaltoolforsocialjustice.

Literatureandpersonaltestimonyhumanizessufferersofhumanrightsviolations.Inaworldwherepeople

largelybelieveinscienceandempiricalfacts,thehumanandsocialforcesareoftenobscuredoroverlooked

(Lewontin,1991).Literaturerecentersthepersonalinsocialandpoliticallife,drawingattentiontothehumancosts

ofrightsviolations.Bydrawingattentiontothosewhosuffer,itcreatescommunityandacallforsocialchangeor

justice.Andformanywriters,tellingtheirstoryisonsomeleveltherapeutic.Itcangivevoicetobothgriefand

outrage.Ittellsthestoryoftrauma,butalsoofhope.Forthesereasons,theinclusionofhumanrightsliteraturein

anycurriculacanbeapowerfuladditiontoacourseandathought-provokinglessonforstudents.

Atthesametime,scholarsarguethenotionofuniversalhumanrightsasapostcolonialresponseto

imperialism,andhaveincreasinglycalledforascholarshipofhumanrightsthatdecenterswesternuniversalism

(McClennen,3).Japanesescholarshavebeenslowtoanswerthiscall,anddosoattheriskoffurtheressentializing
"Asianvalues"(Bauer&Bell

,1999).Thispaperthereforeseekstohighlighthumanrightsaspolitical,personal,

andasourceofstruggleforsocialjusticewithinJapanesecontexts.

ThreeGenerationsofHumanRights

MichaelD.A.Freeman(2002)andotherintroductorytextsmapthreegenerationsofhumanrights,acommon

framefollowedbytheUnitedNations(cf.TheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRights,1948;Leckie&Gallanger,

2006).Thefirstgenerationiscommonlyunderstoodtobecivicandpoliticalrights,suchastherighttovote,the
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righttofreespeech,ortherighttoafairtrial.Thesecondgenerationincludeseconomicandsocialrights,suchas

therighttoworkforafairwageandbelongtoatradeunion,andtherighttotakecollectiveaction.Socialrights

includetheprotectionofthefamily,mothersandchildren,aswellastherighttohealthandeducation(lnternational

CovenantonEconomic,Social,andCulturalRights,1966).Thethirdgenerationofrightsiscultural,and

encompassestherighttoparticipateinculturallife,therightsofminoritiestopracticetheirethnic,religiousand

linguisticcultures,andtherighttobenefitfromscienceandculture(ibid).Ofcoursetherearedebatesabout

preciselywhichrightsfallunderwhichcategories;insuchanebulousdiscussiontherearenoclearboundariesand

rightsarealwayscontested.

Therearenumerouswaystocenterlessonsaroundaworkofhumanrightsliterature.Closereadingsand

lessonsbasedoncontextualizaionarealwayspossibleandproductive.Brivati,Jensen,JollyandMoore(2014)

proposetheuseofRaoulHilberg'striangleofvictims,perpetratorsandbystanderstoconceptualizehowthe

Holocausttookplaceasausefulframeworkfordiscussionsofhumanrights(268).Theycentertheirclass

discussionsaroundaneventandseektoexposePrimoLevi'smorallyambigious"greyzone"throughtheir

exercises(ibid).ThisarticledrawsontheirframeworkwhileexpandingandadaptingittoJapanesecontexts.Itis

alsoimportanttonotethatthetopicsintroducedherearechoseninpartfortheiradaptabilitytobothculturally

specificdiscussionsaswellasbroad,globallycomparativeframeworks.Therearecountlessotheravenuesto

explorehumanrightsinJapaneseliterature,suchasliteratureaboutagingandelderlyrights;literatureaboutrights

fornon-humanssuchasanimalsandliteratureaboutParkinson'sdisease,Hansen'sdisease,HIV/AIDS,andother

illnesses.WhileIhaveincludedfeministwriting,IhavenottouchedonthepossibilitiesofLGBTQ+literature;and

whileOkinawanliteratureisaddress,theliteratureofAinupeopleisnotincludedhere.Anecessarycategoryof

humanrightsliteratureinJapanisthewritingandtestimonyofpeoplewhosurvivedtheatomicbombingsof

HiroshimaandNagasaki,andworkbypeoplewhoseliveshavebeendestroyedbyenvironmentalpollution.Italso

doesnottakeupwritingsbypeoplewhoservedtimeintheJapaneseprisonsystem.Thislistmightalsoinclude

writingbyKoreans,Chinese,Taiwanese,andotherEastandSoutheastAsianslivingundertheumbrellaof

Japaneseimperialism,orJapaneseburakumin.Thepossibilitiesarenumerous;thisarticle,therefore,aimstogive

verygeneralintroductionstoonlythreebasiccategorieswhilesuggestingtheabovegroupingsasfurtheravenues

fortheexplorationofJapanesehumanrightsliterature.
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ThreeGenerationsofHumanRightsinJapan:

Anintroductiontotextsandideasforclassroomuse

CivilandPolitical

Women

MeijitoEarlyShowaFeminism

AlthoughArticle140ftheJapaneseConstitutionguaranteesequalityofmenandwomen,inrealitythe2016Global

GenderGapIndexranksJapan1110utof144countries,drawingattentiontothestunninglackofprogressJapan

hasmadetowardsgenderequality(GlobalGenderGapReport,2016).

Women'sliteratureinJapan,likemanyliteraturesofhumanrights,hasoftenbeentreatedasaminor

literature,asaliterarysubgenresomehowdistinctfrommainliterarytrends.IntheMeijiperiod(1868-1912),

womenwriterswereoftenupper-class,educatedwomendescribedwiththetermkeishusakka,orladywriters

(Copeland2003,70).Laterreferredtoasjoryusakka,orwomenwriters,attheturnofthetwentiethcentury,female

authorstookupissuesofwomen'srighttopoliticalparticipation,inadditiontotheroleofwomeninthehomeand

family.WriterssuchasHiguchiIchiyo(1872-1896)tookupissuesofwomen'splaceinsociety,bydepicting

womentrappedinunhappymarriagesorwomenwhoworkasgeishainthepleasuredistrict(translatedinDanly,

1981).

RebeccaCopelandintroducessomeexamplesofwomenactivistswithtranslatedexcerptsoftheirworkinthe

volumeLostLeaves:〃0〃zen〃'riters(ゾMeiji/apan(2000).AnothervolumeeditedbyCopeland,〃0〃aan

Critiqued:TranslatedEssaysonJapaneseWomen'sWriting(2006),providestranslationsofessaysaboutwomen

writersfromtheMeijiperiodintocontemporaryJapanbyawidevarietyofliteraryandsocialcritics.Finally,her

2006editedvolumeTheModernMurasaki:WritingbyWomenofMeijiJapan,containsawideselectionof

women'swritings,fromdiariestospeechestodramas,poetry,andfiction.Itisaninvaluablevolumefora

discussionofwomen'ssocialadliteraryactivisminMeijiandTaishoJapan.

JanBardsleycollectedandtranslatedaselectionofwritingsfromtheearlyfeministjournalSeito,or

Bluestockinginher2007text,TheBluestockingsofJapan:NewWomanEssaysandFictionfromSeito,1911-16.

Bardsleyhaschosen12writerswhowereactiveintheSeitocircle,andtranslatedavarietyofworks,from

controversialessaysthatearnedcensorshipbansofthemagazinetofictionalpieces.Whiledrawingattentionto

earlyfeministstrugglesinJapan,thisvolumeisparticularlyinterestingasitspeakstoissuesthatcontinuetobe

debatedtoday,suchassexualityandmotherhood,genderequality,andabortion.

ThepoetryofYosanoAkikoisalsooftenincludedintrailblazingJapanesefeministwritingduetoherfrank

andscandalousacknowledgementsoffemalesexualdesireandtaboosubjectssuchasthepainofchildbirth.Janine

Beichmann(2002)providesacriticalbiographyandtranslationsthatcanbeincorporatedintodiscussionsofearly

Japanesefeminism.

WhiletheabovefocusesonfirstwavefeminisminJapan,itisimportanttonotethatsecondandthirdwave

feminismhasleftarichhistoryofactivismandsocialcritique,someofwhich,suchastheworkofprominent
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feministscholarUenoChizuko,hasbeentranslatedintoEnglish.BananaYoshimoto,OgawaYoko,NatsuoKirino,

KamikawaMieko,KaneharaMieko,KonoTaeko,TakahashiTakako,KurahashiYumiko,MurataSayaka,and

manyothercontemporaryJapanesefemalewritersarewidelyavailableintranslation.Allofthesewriterspresent

differentvisionsoffemininityandwhatitmeanstobeawomanincontemporaryJapanesesociety.

Withtextsfromtheturnofthetwentiethcentury,studentscanbeaskedseveralquestions.Oneofthemost

obviousis,ofcourse,howsuchtextsspeaktothecurrentsituationofwomeninJapantoday.Whowouldthe

readershavebeen,andhowwouldpeoplehavereactedtothetextswhentheywereinitiallypublished?Hasthe

readershiporthereceptionchangedovertime,andifso,why?Whatdidthesetextshopetoaccomplish,if

anything?Weretheywrittenforthepurposeofincitingsocialchange?Ifnot,howshouldweunderstandthe

purposeofthewritingandhowitchangesovertime?

EconomicandSocial

Proletariat

EarlyShowa

TheRedDecade(1925-1935)ofproletarianliteraturebeganinJapanaftertheGreatKantoEarthquakeof1923with

theestablishmentoftheJapanProletarianLiteraryFrontin1925.Duringthisdecadewritersfacedvaryingdegrees

ofoppressionforthepublicationoftheirleftistbeliefs,culminatinginthe1933murderofauthorKobayashiTakiji

(1903-1933)atthehandsofthepolice.SosuccessfulwastheJapanesepolicyoftortureandsuppressionthatfor

manyyearsproletarianwritingandauthorswhocalledforjustandfairworkingconditionsweretreatedasa

footnoteinJapaneseliteraturehistory.

Proletarianliteraturehasinthepastbeendismissedbyscholarsasideology-drivenproductionsthatoffer

littletointeresteitherinaestheticsorcontent.Atthesametime,asJapanfacedapost-bubbleeconomyandthe

emergenceofanewclassofeconomicallyandsociallyinsecureprecariatinpartdrovearediscoveryandrenewed 　
commitmenttoproletarianliterature(Field,2009;Bowen-Struk,2009&2015).ZeljkoCiprishasbeenaprolific

andsensitivetranslatorofproletarianliteraryworksintoEnglish,issuingcollectionsoftheantimilitaristand

proletarianleaderKuroshimaDenji(2005)andKobayashiTakiji(2013).MichaelBourdaghs(2014)hasalso

translatedKuroshima'swork,makingawealthofcommentaryoneconomicinequalityandtheproletarian

movementavailabletoEnglishreaders.

HeatherBowen-StruykandNormaField(2016)havealsopublishedarichanthologyofproletarianliterature

intranslationthatforegroundsthesocialandactivistroleofliteratureinJapan.Thevolumeraisesquestionsabout

motherhood,prostitution,war,militarism,andofcoursetheeconomicinjusticesofanindustrialJapanthat

sacrificeditsworkerstoeconomicprofitandimperialisticexpansion.

Thesenewtranslationsprovethatatitsveryheartproletarianliteraturewasconcernedwithjusticeandsocial

change,drivenbythestrongbeliefthathumanrelationshipsandhumanrightsshouldbeprioritizedovereconomic
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profitormilitaryexpansion.Thestoriesthathavebeentranslatedrevealthehumancostofthepursuitofwealth

beforehumanwell-being,andarethereforeattheircorealiteratureofhumanrights.ThefactthatKobayashiTakiji

ranked#130nthe2008Japaneselistofbest-sellingbooks(Bowen-Stryuk,2009)demonstrateshowsalientthese

issuesremainforourtime.Indeed,weoftenseehumanrightsliteraturegainrenewedpopularityinthefaceof

threatstotheseveryrights.The20081iteraryspikeofKobayashiinthefaceoftheeconomicdownturnisechoedin

thefactthatGeorgeOrwell's1984rocketedtothetopofthebest-sellinglistsinAmericainthewakeofthe

electionofDonaldTrumpandthetotalitarianturninUSpolitics(deFreytas-Tamura,2017).

Withproletarianliterature,studentscanbeaskedaboutthenatureofthetext.Wasitwrittenasanactof

witnessagainstaninhumaneeconomicsystem?Wasitmeanttobeahistoricoraestheticrepresentation?Diditaim

tocreatesympathyinitsreadersfortheplightofthosewhosuffered?Orwasitprimarilyintendedtoraiseclass

consciousnessandactasacalltorevolution?Whatarethebenefitsanddemeritsofreadingitineachofthese

ways?Thatistosay,howdoesthetextchangewhenwereaditforempathyandwhenwereaditforitsclass

consciousness?

Cultural

Okinawa

Japaneseliteratureistreatedasamonolithwheninfacttherearerichregionalvariationsandminorityliterary

cultures.ProminentamongthesearetheliteratureoftheAinuandtheUchinanchu,orthenativeOkinawans.Both

OkinawaandHokkaidowereindependentkingdomsannexedbyJapanduringtheMeijiperiod.Writingfromthese

areas,andfromJapan'sotherimperialcolonies,thusfrequentlytakeupissuesofculturalidentity,exploringthe

effectsofJapan'sassimilationpoliciesandtheirownethnic,cultural,linguistic,andreligiousheritage.They

furtheroftenforegroundthehumancostofcolonialandmilitaryviolenceandhowculturalmemorycanbesilenced.

ThereisavarietyofworksbyUchinanchuauthorsavailableinEnglishtranslation.Prominentamongthese

areSteveRabson's(1989)translationsofnovellasbyOshiroTatsuhiro(1925-)andHigashiMineo(1938-).Bothof

theseauthorswereawardedtheAkutagawaPrizefortheirworks.Oshiro'sworkdealswiththerapeofayounggirl

byanAmericansoldier,andHigashi'spiecedescribestheexperiencesofaboywhoseparentsrunabarandbrothel

neartheAmericanmilitarybase.Bothnovels,then,focusonthecontinuedAmericanoccupationofJapanandits

humancosttotheOkinawanpeople.

Rabsonhasseveralothereditedcollections.WithMichaelMolasky(2000)heeditedSouthernExposure:

ハ70dern/apanese」L舵rα 伽 泥 ノアo〃zOん 加 α照,andwithDavinderLBhowmik,RabsonhaseditedIslands(ゾPro'θ3'」

JapaneseLiteraturefromOkinawa(2016),bothcollectionsofshortstories,poetryanddramafromOkinawa.

Furthermore,FrankStewartandKatsunoriYamazato(2011)publishedaspecialissueofManoaentitledLiving

Spirit:LiteratureandResurgenceinOkinawa.AddtothesetranslationsofpiecesbyMedorumaShun(1960-)and

EikiMatayoshi(1947-)thatareavailableonline,andthebodyofOkinawanliteratureavailableinEnglishisrich

indeed.
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ThesetextsraiseimportantquestionsaboutwhatitmeanstobeJapaneseandJapan'slegacyofcolonialism

andviolence.ItfurtherasksustorethinkAmericanimperialismandthehumancostsofAmericanmilitarybases

forthehostcountries.Whatdoesitmeantobecolonial?Whatdoesitmeantobeoccupied?Doesoccupationever

end?Howdowriterspreservetheirethnic,linguistic,andculturalheritageswhilestillparticipatingina"national"

literature?Isthewritingactivist,andifso,inwhatway?Howdothewritersexpresstrauma?Istheworkmeantto

protest,toheal,ortodosomethingelse?

Conclusion

Collectively,whendiscussinghumanrightsinliterature,wecanaskwhatkindofhistorytheyprovideandhowthat

addstoLevy's"greyarea."Howdoesliteraturechangeorenrichourunderstandingofhistory?Whatdoesitadd?

Whatdoesitleaveout?Howdoesmemoryortraumaworkinthetext?Aretheresilences?Whatdothesesilences

mean,andhowshouldweunderstandthem?Whilecertainlyforegroundingaestheticsandthenatureofliterature,

becausetheybearwitness,humanrightsliteraturesarearichadditiontoanycurriculum,easilyincorporatedtoadd

shadesofgreyandcomplicatereceivedhistoricalnarratives.

TherearenumerousavenuesforexplorationandexpansioninaconsiderationofhumanrightsinJapanese

literature.Testimonyandnarrativecanbeproductivelyaddedtoaspectrumofcoursesinthehumanitiesandsocial

sciences.Inaworldwherehistorysooftenrepeats,restoringthehumanvoicestothehistoricalrecordisapowerful

toolthatencouragescriticalthinkingandreflectioninstudents.Italsomakesstudentsquestiontheirown

positionality.InHilberg'striangle,wheredothestand,andwhataretheconsequencesforthepositiontheytake?

Thisactofcriticalthinkingandreflectiononthepartofstudentsiscrucialastheybecomeactiveandcontributing

membersofsociety,andthereisnobetterwaytopromoteitthanwiththeuseofliteratureandtestimony.
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