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Abstract:Thispaperreportsthemethodologyandresultsofacollaborativestudentecotourismprojectundertaken

throughresearchandfieldworkusingtheShukuRiverandtheimmediateenvironssurroundingtheuniversity

campusasacasestudyinthepreservationandappreciationoflocalresourcesandforpotentialecotourism

enterprisesintheNishinomiyaarea.

FromthesourceoftheShukuRivertoitsmouth,studentsobservedabroadspectrumofgeographicaland

topographicalfeatures,witnessedfirst-handboththedegradationandrestorationofnaturalresourcesanddiscussed

methodsinwhichtoaddressenvironmentaldamageandpromotesustainabletourism.Throughthisproject,students

wereencouragedtoexplorethemeansofstimulatinglocalbusinessandenterprisewhilstfosteringinterestinhistoric

heritageandculturalassetsinthevicinityofOtemaeUniversity.

要 旨

本論文では、夙川の実地調査を通 じて実施 された学生のエ コツー リズム研究プ ロジェク トとの共同

作業の方法 とその研究成果 を報告す るものである。大手前大学キャンパスに隣接 した夙川周辺は、地

域の環境保全、更には西宮地区におけるエ コツー リズム拠点 としての可能性 をは らんだ美観地域であ

り、共同研究のケーススタデ ィに好適 なサイ トでもある夙川の源流か らその河 口まで、学生たちは法

地政学的、地理的特徴 を広範囲にわたって観察 した。その結果、自然資源の破壊や劣化 を自分 自身の

目で確かめ、環境破壊に対す る解決策 と持続可能な観光産業をいかに確立す るか、とい うことにっい

て議論 を重ね ることができたことは特記すべきであろう。本論では、更に、夙川近郊の歴史的遺産や

文化遺産の保全 を推進する一方、同時に地域の ビジネスや産業を振興するとい うことの意味や問題点

についての課題 についても論述 している。

Whatistherelationshipbetweentourismandgeography?

TheOxfordonlinedictionarydefinestourismas"thecommercialorganizationandoperationofholidaysandvisits

ofplacesofinteresP'andgeographyas"thestudyofphysicalfeaturesoftheearthanditsatmosphere,andofhuman

acti吻 ノasitaffectsandisaffectedbythese,includingthedistributionsofpopulationsandresourcesandpolitical

andeconomicactivities".

Itisimportanttonotetheinclusionandrelevanceofhumanactivityinthelatterdefinition,asthegeographyof

humankindhaslonghadhugerepercussionsonsocialandculturalfactorsaswellasanever-increasing

environmentalimpactintoday'sworldandsociety.Tourismisofcourse,geographicinitsverynature‐eachis

fundamentallyboundandinherentinthefunctionoftheother.
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Todemonstrateandstudythesefactorsinatourismgeographyclass,OtemaeUniversitystudentsarefortunate

tohavetheShukuRiverincloseproximitytotheircampusandfacilities.Ariverthatcanbeusedasacasestudy‐a

tangibleexampleoftherelationshipbetweengeographyandtourism‐particularlyecotourism,andthephysical,

human,andenvironmentalgeographythatessentiallybindsandimpacts.Thisclasshadtheopportunityofobserving

thegeographyofariverfromitssourcetomouth,witnessingnotonlynegativeaspectslikewaterpollutionand

embankmentdegradation,butalsothepositiverelationshiptheriverprovideswiththelocalpopulationthrough

recreation,commerceandculturalheritage.Thisproject,inshort,aimedtoutilizefieldworkasastudent-centered

andcollaborativelearningexperiencethatenhancedandcomplimentedclassroomlearning.Theseexcursionstothe

riverprovidedvitalandmemorablelearningandsocialexperiencesforthestudentsandenabledthemtostudyand

collectdatainanaturalandauthenticsetting.Researchhasshowntheimportanceoffieldworkandthemany

waysitcanimpactonlearning(DeWitt&Storksdiek,2008)aswellasnumerouslearningoutcomesthatmaynot

haveeventuatedinatypicalclassroomsetting.Someofthesepotentialoutcomesinclude:

Studentsexposedtonewexperiencesgainincreasedinterestandparticipationinsciencesubjectsregardlessoftheir

previousinterestinaparticularstudytopic(Kisiel,2005;BonderupDohn,2011).Additionally,experiencesofthis

naturecanberecalledandrelevantlongaftertheoriginalvisit(Salmi,2003;Falk&Dierking,1997,Wolins,Jensen,

&Ulzheimer,1992).

Further,toquoteandadoptthepopularphrase"Thinkglobally,actlocally",thisprojectprovidedanideal

opportunityforGlobalJapanStudystudentstoacknowledgetherelevanceofactinglocallyandconsolidatehowthe

projectwasinfact,aglobalissuefacingriversnotonlyinJapanbutelsewherearoundtheworldtoo.Thestudyof

tourismandgeographybothpracticallyandtheoretically,appliedtoalocalproject-this"glocalization"tousea

popularbuzzword,equippedstudentswithanawarenessoftheskillsrequiredtoadapttothemodernworld.

Douglass(2005)suggests"allglobalizationisinfactsubjecttolocal(ornationalandregional)influences"(p.1).He

arguesthatinorderforindividualstohaveaclearerandimprovedunderstandingofthecomplexnatureofglobalization,

educationalinstitutionsshouldembracethepracticeofactinglocallytoimproveknowledgeofglobalaffairs.

Methodology

The14studentsundertakingthisprojectwerefromaGlobalJapanStudies(GJS)ContentandLanguageIntegrated

Learning(CLIL)course,TourismWorldGeography.TheGJScurriculumconsistsofclassesthatexamineJapanand

itsplaceintheworldgeographicallyandculturally.Thiswasthefirstclasstoparticipateinthisriverstudyandwas

representedbystudentsfromJapan,Korea,ThailandandChina.

Theprojectconsistedofseveralparts.First,studentsresearcheddatafromthelibraryandtheInternetbefore

embarkingonfieldworkandfinally,theycreatedasustainableecotourismprojectfortheriverbasedonwhatthey

hadobserved.Theseecotourismprojectswererequiredtobeoriginalideasthatwouldeventuallybecome

promotionalposters.Severalofthecompletedposterswerelaterpresentedatthe"JapanintheWorld-TheWorldin

Japan"symposiumattheSakurashukugawacampusbyfiveofthestudentsfromthisproject(photo3).Inasequence

offieldworktrips,thestudentswouldfirstvisitthemiddlecourseoftheShukuRiverclosesttothecampus.This
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wouldbefollowedbyexcursionstothesourceinthenearbymountainsmouthandfinally,themouthandestuary

system(Photo1).
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Photo1:StudentsatthemouthandestuaryoftheShukuRiver

'

喝

Duringallofthesetrips,studentswereaskedtosketchparticularsectionsoftheriver(Photo2)identifyingkey

featuresandgeographicaltermssuchasわ 砿meanderchannel,steam,depositionetcandlabelthedrawing

accordingly(Fig1).Theywerealsoencouragedtoincludeanywildlifeintheirdrawingsandidentifythespeciesif

possible.Thesesketchingactivitiesofthelower,middleanduppercoursesoftheShukuRiverreinforcednotonly

vocabularyacquisition,butsucceededinprovidinganenjoyableandeffectivewayofpersonalizingtheriverand

creatinganempathywithit,asmanystudentsreportedlater.

Toconsolidatethisstudy,studentswerealsorequiredtowritethroughoutthesemester,twocomprehensive

reportswiththefollowingtitles,"Therelationshipbetweentourismandgeography"and"Ageographicalstudyof

theShukuRiveN".Fortheirendoftermassessment,usingallthegeographicalandtourismrelatedterminologythat

theyhadlearned,studentswereaskedtocreateathreehundredwordpowerpointpresentationconsistingoften

slides,onanallocatedworldriver.

Priortothecommencementoftheinauguralfieldworktrips,studentsweregivenrelevantvocabularyand

terminologyworksheetsandchecklistsrelatedtothephysicalaspectsofariversystem,bothnaturalandartificial

(Figures2,3).Pre-assignmentsweregivenforstudentstoresearchtheShukuRiverandcollectdataonitslengthand

othergeographicalinformation‐inadditiontothefloraandfaunathatcouldbefoundalongitscourse.Studentsalso

reportedonpollution,siltingorotherformsofenvironmentaldamage.
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Fig1:Anexampleofastudent'sfieldsketch
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Photo3:Presentingpostersatthe"JapaninTheWorld‐TheWorldinJapan"Symposiumat

Sakurashukugawacampus

Intermsofcollectingdataoncommercialorrecreationaluse,emphasiswasplacedonidentifyingactivities

andpastimesthatcouldbecategorizedasexamplesoftourism,ormorespecifically,ecotourism.

Followingisacopyofthepre-assignmentquestionsandaglossaryoftermsrequiredinadditiontothe

checklistforallvisitstotheShukuriver.

1.WhatisthelengthoftheShukuRiver?Wheredoesitstartandfinish?

2.Whattypesofbirds,fishandotheranimalscanbefoundinandaroundtheShukuRiver?

3.YVhatkindsofseasonalactivitiescanpeopleparticipateinandaroundtheriver?

4.Researchthena〃2ES(ガvθshops,Z)usine∬esorseハ ノゴcesthatareclose'otheriver.

5.Name6naturalgeographicalfeaturesand6man-madestructuresthatareinorneartotheriveN

6.YVhichorganizationsmanageorprotecttheriver?

7.UsingtheInternetornewspapers,pleaseresearchsomerecentenvironmentalproblemsconcerningtheShuku

River.

8.ResearchsomepastorrecentnewsshowingimprovementinthewaterqualityoftheShukuRiver.
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9.VisittheCommunityCentrelocatedclosetoourcampus.Goinsideandfindrelevantbrochurescontaining

infor〃nationon/Festivals,events,concertsortourist-relatedactivities.

10.Visittheノ わ1101〃加9wed)sitesandresearchanytypes(2プecotouris〃acurrentlyavailable加the八Tishino〃aiyaarea.

TheJapanEcotourismSocietyhttp://www.ecotourism.gr.jp

ハrishinomiyaTourism・4ssociation://nishinomiva-kanko.jp/english/
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EcotourismGeography

biodiversitycatchment

forestrychannel

reforestationconfluence

conservationerosion

ecologicaldelta

wildlifeestuary

sustainablegradient

rainforestmeander

faunasediment

florastream

environmentaltributary

naturalistwetland

birdlifewaterfall

bioregionsource

biodiversitymouth

sanctuarywaterway

enterprisedownstream

developmentupstream

managementuppercourse

habitatmiddlecourse

impactlowercourse

JapanEcotourismSocietyfloodplain

Fig2:Terminologyworksheet
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CHECKLIST-DIDYOUSEETHEFOLLOWINGALONGTHESHUKUGAWA?

What? Notes-(Moredetail)

Tree ,

・̀Tree

　　　　　　　　 む　 の　　　 　　　　　　のコ　　　 モ　　　　り　ゆコ　　　　　 　　　　　コ　　　　　 　　　　　 ロの　 　　 　　　　 　 ロ　　　　ゆ 　　　　 ロ　　　　　　　　　　コ

Tree

■18i・dl

Bird

Birdi

Fsh

　　　　　　　　ト　コ　　　　　 　　　　　コ　　　 ト　　　　　 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　コ

■;Rs卜;
................................................................................................................................................................

Fish
,

●;Catc卜m。r憶l

Channel
,

Confluence

................t-............................--t---・-------......................................................................................................----

■lD。 ㎞l

Erosion

　　　　　　　　の　 　　　　　　　　　　　ロ　　　 ト　　　　　 　　　　　　　　　　　ロ　　　　　　　　　　コ　　　　　　　　　　コ　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　り

Garbage,

Garbage,

Garbage

Gradienti

Habitat

　　り　　　　　 も　 　　　　　　 　　　　　　　　　 ほ　　　 り　りり　　　　　　　　　　　の　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　サ　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　の　 コ

Meander;

Sediment ,

Stream

Tributary ,

Wetland

:亘::::;:::::::::::Brid;三::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Olw欲 。㎡・ll;

Playground ,

Shop

●lTo・ 輔㎝l

Tourism

■ ≡To幡ml
… … … ・・… ・・1_.… …____.…_・{___….一 … ・_・ ・_….…__・ ・… ・….・ ・__… ・一._・ 一_…_・_… ・… ・___・

■lo由 α1

■lo出e・1

Fig3:Checklistusedforfieldworkalongtherivercourse
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Thepostersproducedbythestudentsreflectedcriticalthinking,

examplesoftheecotourismideasandsubsequentpostersbelow.

originalityandenthusiasmasshownin

●

●

●

●

・

・

・

・

・

・

・

・

・

Fishandfireflyviewing‐plantingthetreesthatfirefliesrequire.

Re-stockingfishprogramsforchildrenaccompaniedbyadults.

Recyclingboothsalongtheriver‐especiallyduringcrowdedperiodsatcherryblossomviewingtimes.

Peopleareencouragedtoprovidetheirowntumblersforreducedcostdrinksthatareavailableatspecial

"EcoBooths"
.

Fromrecycling,peopleareabletocollectredeemablestampsforseedpencilsthatcanbeplantedinpotsto

producefreshherbs.

Apicnicfashiontourforgirls.Moneygainedfromclothesrentalwillgotowardslitterprevention.Theaimis

topresentnatureasbeing"fashionableandcool".

Aseasonalfoodcontestonthebanksoftheriver.Toparticipateinthis,volunteersarefirstallocateda

cleaninggroup.Thepersonwhocollectsthemostgarbagereceivesthemostfoodvouchers.

Makinghandicraftsthroughtoursusingacorns,leaves,twigsetc.Thisisseasonal,sotheleavescanbe

JapaneseMapleorCherryblossompetals.Conesandacornsareeasilyfoundalongthewholecourse.

Eventsforchildren,includingsketchingcontestsandpaintingcontests.Theartwillbedisplayedinthenearby

communitycenter.

LearningabouttheenvironmentthrougheasyEnglishlessons.Printedworksheetsforchildrentolocate

specifictrees,birds,fishorinsects.

AlldaybirdwatchinghikesbeginningatthebirdsanctuaryatthemouthoftherivertoKitayamadam.

Revenuefrombinocularhirewillbenefitthebirdsthroughtreeplantingandbankrestoration.

Improvingtheconditionofweirsandfishladderstoassistthemigrationoffishupstreamandpreventthe

accumulationofplastics.Volunteersremoveplasticbagsandrecruitlocalresidentstoparticipate.

PressingflowersandmakingbookmarksthatcanbesoldattheOtemaecampusorthroughtheNishinomiya

TouristAssociation.
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8

fiverBank

OnShukuRiverstreamside,thereare

lev㏄banks°,Thesearebui量ttOP!℃ 、ren電

llcxxls.Ofcoursethereareriverbanks

usingsoilbutShukuRjver'sri、 でrbankis

madeofconcretewhichisstrongerthan

soil.

Soinapm聖n匙 孟onway,。onc祀 量cumc,祀

reliable.

weir

WeirIcwkslikestairsinthewater.Ifsa

kjl醐ofbankinlhe「i剛madetotum

theflawofwater.Andwhenweseeweir,

wecanfindinterestingthings.Thereisa

weirforfishwhichhavetogoagainstthe

current.Nearthehighweir,humansma

deluwweirlikestairstohelpfishtomst

whentheyjumpup団 【ream.
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TheShukuRiverecosystemandenvironmentalgeography

HoldingeventsforChildrenontheShukuRiver

#Childrencanfeelcloserto

nature!

宰increaseamountofchildrerl

whowanttoplayoutSlde!

寧Holdsketchingoor喧es定

(DisplaypaintingsofChildrenin

theCommunityCerrter)

*Learnabouttheenvironment

usingEnglish

*observingcreatures

毒ool18伊usingba鵬or碗owe「S

forunderelementarystudents!

Onymaterialcost

ThecreatveswhKhinhabitsShukuRwer

・幽門ゴ 噌 一

a」 ・馳h帖o祠r」 「

・'-9旧 叩

曜1,鱗 ムo向障9●凸

、

Whatcanchildrendo???

*

*1.1

宰..,.

*-

thinkchildrencanenjoythisevent

iftheycantry!

615102ChiemiTokushita

Results

Attheconclusionofthisproject,theentiregroupofstudentsintheGJSTourismWorldGeography200class

expressedamuchgreaterappreciationofarivertheycrossalmostonadailybasis.Theywereabletoviewthe

ShukuRiverfromadifferentperspective‐notnecessarilyasabridgeoverabodyofwaterorcherryblossomsin

spring,butasapreciousresourceandvaluablewaterwaysupportingmanytypesoffish,mammalsandbirdlife.By

studyingtheShukuRiver,theyalsogainedanewandenthusiasticengagementwithit‐adesiretomaintainits

beautyandprotectitthroughcreatingandpromotingindividualecotourismprojectsthatwouldenhanceandpreserve

itscondition.Thishands-onfieldworkalsomotivatedthestudentstofurtherstudytheimpactofhuman,physicaland

environmentalgeographyonmanyotherriversthroughoutJapanandtherestoftheworld.

Intheclassroom,usingthedatacollectedthroughresearchbothfrommediasourcesandpracticalfieldtrips,

thestudentscollaboratedanddiscussedtheirexistingideasandfindings,simultaneouslyimprovingtheirknowledge

ofbothgeographicaltermsaswellaspotentialtourismandbusinessenterprisesthathadnotoccurredtothem.This

sharingofideasfurtherassistedthestudentsinrecognizingtheimportanceofsoundandsustainabletourism

practices-activitiesthatwouldbenefittheShukuRiveranditsimmediateenvironment.Seeingfirst-handthe

pollution,litteringanddegradationoftheriverandtheeffectitcould,andis,havingonnativewaterfowlandfish,

ensuredstudentswereawareoftheimportanceofthisproject.

Withtheseimagesinmind,thestudentscreatedPowerPointpostersthatwerecenteredonecologicallysound

tourismpracticescausinglittleornonegativeimpactonthefragilityoftheenvironment.Therewasalsoanotable
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"WealsoaboutEcotourismtoo
.Ecotourismistourismdirectedtowardexoticnaturalenvironments,intendedto

supportconservatゴoneffortsandobserve}vildlife.Thereforewestudentspr(〃'ectab曜EcotourismゴnSh漁river

Forthisproject,wewenttoShukuriverTheriversourceisMtRokkoanditsmouthisthroughOsakabay.Wewent

toitsmouthtosource.

"W
ewenttobeachtoseerivermouth.Thepointthatshukugawaandseameetisestuary.Wesawalotofbirdsuch

a∬ θα9〃 〃andduck』 ∂}veve〃alsosawso〃aegarbageso加orryaboutグbirdeatgarbage,伽 細 ゴ〃dゴ θ,脆 伽uld

protectthat".

"1傭c1α ∬ ゴsveryinteresting
.ldidnotknowtheexistence(ゾ 伽8co醜rism』 卵ever,加asabletobeinterestedby

thisclass.ThisisthefiNSttimethatlstudiedsomuchaboutShukuriveNlwantedtoexpeNienceanactive

コ コラ
ecotourtsm`.

"Someday
,lwishincreasethenaturebyecotourismandbecomeeasytogetintouchwithnature.Wehaveto

protectthenatureandtreatnaturebetterevenwhenenvironmentchanges".

Fromtheperspectiveoftheteacher,theseexcursionsbecamespontaneous,student-centered,problem-solving

andextremelycollaborativeundertakings.Therewasa95%attendanceratethroughoutthecourseoftheautumn

semesterwhenthisprojectran.Itwasencouragingandrewardingtoseethestudentsusingthetargetvocabulary

consistentlyandappropriatelyasisevidentinthefeedbackcomments.

Itistheviewoftheauthorthatthisprojectpresentedthetopicsofgeographyandtourisminamannerthat

enabledstudentstobecognitivelychallengedandengagedatalltimesinbidirectionalcommunicationwiththe

teacheraswellaspeers.Duringandsincetheconclusionofthisproject,studentscontactedtheteacherandeach

otheronsocialmediatopostphotosofbirdstheyhadobservedorcertainriverconditionsfollowingheavyrain.

Aspreviouslymentioned,thiswasanewproject,neverbeforeofferedandtheinstructorsubsequently,learnedmany

waysinwhichtoimproveandenhanceitforfurtherapplication.Itwasanexperiment-alearningcurvethat

providedthegrassrootsforfuturetourismgeographyclasses.

Itishopedthesefieldworklessonscouldbecomemorecomprehensiveastheyprogress-withmoreextensive

excursionsandperhapsstudycamps,tootherriversintheKansairegion.AsJapanmovestowardacceptingvisitors

fortheTokyoOlympicsin2020,0temaestudentsarebecomingmoreawareoftheincreasedtourismtothecountry

andtheimportanceandresponsibilitythataccompaniesit.WiththeShukuRiverProject,thereisindeedagreat

potentialtotransformitandexpanditfurther,involvinglocalschools,membersofthepublicandgoverningbodies

liketheNishinomiyaCityOfficeandtheJapanEcotourismSocietyTheauthorstronglybelievestheserelationships

wouldundoubtedlybenefitnotonlytheenvironmentbutstrengthenbondsbetweenthelocalcommunityandOtemae

Universityanditsstudents.
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