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Our aim was for the coast of Angola, which by the Charts we had,
lying very near the same Latitude we were then in, our Course thither was
due West; and as we were assured we should meet with Rivers, we doubted
not, but that by their Help we might ease our Journey, especially if we could
find Means to cross the great lake, or Inland Sea, which the Natives call
Coalmucoa, out of which it is said the River Nile has its source or
beginning..........

Then I shew’d him our Baggage, which was very heavy, particularly
our Powder and Shot, Lead, Iron, Carpentrrs Tools, Seamens Instruments,
Cases of Bottles, and other Lumber. He took some of the things up in his
Hand to see the weight, and shook his Head at them: so I told our people,
they must resolve to divide their Things into small Parcels, and make them
portable ; and accordingly they did so, by which means we were fain to leave
our Chests behind us, which were Eleven in Number.

Then he made signs to us, that he would procure some Buffaloes, or
young Bulls as I called them, to carry things for us, and made Signs too,
that if we were weary, we might be carried too; but that we slighted, and
only were willing to have the Creatures, because at last, when they could
serve us no farther for Carriage, we might eat them all up if we had any
occasion for them.®
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He [our Guide] could hardly express the Joy he was in on this Occasion,
and the fair Weaeher comming on, we began just as he directed, to search
about the Rivers for more Gold ; at first we had but little Encouragement,
and began to be doubtful, but it was very plain that the Reason was the
Water was not fully fallen, or the Rivers reduced to their usual Channel ; but
in a few Days we were fully requited, and found much more Gold than at
first, and in biggser liumps ; and one of our Men washed out of the Sand a
piece of Gold as big as a small Nut, which weighed by our Estimation, for
we had no small Weights, almost an Ounce and a half.

This Success made us extreamly diligent, and in little more than a
Month, we had all together gotten near sixty Pound Weight of Gold. ...®
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. as I knew nothing about Religion, neither Protestant from Papist,
or either of them from a Mahometan, 1 could never be a Heretick, . However,
it pass’d but a little, but as young as I was, I had been carried into the In-
quisition; and there, if they had ask’d me, if I was a Protestant, or a Catholick,
I shoud have said Yes to that which came first. If it had been the Protestant
they had ask’d first, it had certainly made a Martyr of me for I did not know
what. But the very Priest they carried with them, or Chaplain of the Ship.
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as we call him, saved me; for seeing me a Boy entirely ignorant of Religion,
and ready to do or say anything they bid me, he ask’d me some Questions
about it, which he found I answer'd so simply, that he took it upon him to
tell them, he would answer for my being a good Catholick ; and he hoped he
should be the Means of saving my soul; and he pleased himself, that it was
to be a Work of Merit to him; so he made me as good a Papist as any of
them in about a Week’s Time. "
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We had one very merry fellow here, a Quaker, whose Name was Wi/liam
Walters, whom we took out of a Sloop bound from Pensilvania to Bar-
badoes,. He was a surgeon, and they called him Doctor; but he was not
employed in the Sloop as a Surgeon, but was going to Barbadoes to get a
Birth, as the Sailors call it. However, we had all his Surgeon’s Chest on
board, and we made him go with us, and take all his implements with him.
He was a comick Fellow indeed, a Man of very good solid Sense, and an
excellent surgeon ; but what was worth all, very good numour’d and pleasant
in his Conversation, and a bold, stout brave fellow too, as any we had among
us.

I found William, as 1 thought, not very averse to go along with us,
and yet resolved to do it so, that it might be apparent he was taken away by
Force; and to this Purpuse he comes to me, Friend, says he, thou sayest I
must go with thee, and it is not in my Power to resist thee, if I would; but
I desire thou wilt oblige the Master of the Sloop which I am on board, to
certify under his Hand that I was taken away by Force, and against my Will ;
and this he said with so much Satisfaction in his Face, that I could not
but understand him. Ay, ay, says I, whether it be against your Will, or no,
I'll make him and all the Men give you a certificate of it, or I'll take them
all along with us, and keep them till they do: so I drew up the Certificate
myself, wherein I wrote that he was taken away by main Force, as a Prison-
er, by a pirate ship; that they carried away his Chest and Instruments first
and then bound his Hands behind him, and forced him into their Boat, and
this was signed by the Master and all his Men. %
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Being thus detitute, I say, of a Friend, I pitch’d thus upon Willian’s
Sister ; the Kind Step of her’s to her Brother, who she thought to be in Dis-
tress, signitying a generous Mind, and a charitable Disposition ; and having
resolved to make her the Object of my first Bounty, I did not doubt but I
should purchase something of a Refuge for myself, and a Kind of a Centre,
to which I should tend in my future Actions; for really a Man that has a
Subsistance, and no Residence, no Place that has a magnetick Influence upon
his Afftctions, is in one of the most odd uneasy Conditions in the World ;
nor is it in the Power of all his Money to make it up to him.

So, in a word, we agreed to go from Vevice to Naples, where we verted
a large Sum of Money in Bags of Silk, left a large Sum in a Merchant’s Hands
at Venice, and another considerable Sum at Naples, and took Bills of Ex-
change for a great deal too, and yet we came with such a Cargoe to London,
as few American Merchants had done for some Years; for we loaded in two
ships seventy three Bales of thrown Silk, besides thirteen Bales of wrought
silks from the Dutchy of Milan, shipt at Genoa ; with all which I arrived
safely, and some time after married my faithful Protecrtess, William’s Sister,

with whom I am much more happy than I deserve.®
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1 . The foundation for a new approach to Defoe was laid down by the publication of Maximillian
Novak’s two books, Economitcs and the Fiction of Daniel Defoe (1962) and Defoe and the
Nature of Man (1963) . Through investigations of Defoe’s economic and moral concepts Novak

shows that not merely incidents but ideas, however unsystematic and unoriginal, lay behind the
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creation of Defoe’s fiction, The respect for artistry which Novak’s two works exhibit and
encourage is reflected in a number of essays that appcared about this time, and then in two
independent studies of the relationship between late seventeenth century Puritan spiritual
writing, particularly autobiography, and the form of Defoe’s fiction, G. A. starr and Paul
Hunter provide a useful sifting of Puritan spiritual writing, clearly a formative influence in
early fiction, and offer a valuable insights into the thematic and structural coherence of
Robiuson Crusoe. David Blewett: Defoe's Art of Fiction, p.x.

2. For the Madagascar adventures Defoe drew again upon Misson, but also made use of

)

Mandelslo’s “Voyages and Travels,” from which he obtained some of his information
about the natives and their customs. For the journey across Africa he had to vely for
the most part on his own invention. Little was known of the dark continent in Defoe’s day,
but the map-makers had already recorded, or invented, lakes, rivers, and mountain ranges,
and the journey ofSingleton and his companions was based on existing knowledge, or belief,
or hypothesis about the largely unexplored interior. Defoe, however, was still free to invent
his own deserts, lakes, and rivers, and to bring his travelers froma region well grown with
oaks, cedars, and fir trees to a wilderness that had “a kind of thick moss upon it, of a
blackish dead colour.”

James Sutherland: Daniel Defoe: A Critical Study,p. 14,.

3. Daniel Defoe: Life, Adventures and Piracres of the Famous Captain Singleton
(Everyman’s Library adition), pp. 61-62, pp. 72-73.
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