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According to Christian dogma expressly developed in the Reformed tradi-
tion of which Milton was a part, this was understood as Christ’s active obe-
dience to the will of God. His death on the cross was, in contrast, known
as his passive obedience. Obviously. active and passive obedience cannot be
clearly separated from one another, but in the hands of Reformed writers
they were considered to support two different though related goals of Christ
for the benefit of mankind: recovery of eternal life (by means of his active
obedience) and release from punishment for sin (by means of his passive obe-
dience).®
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The vault of heaven, full of soft, shining stars, stretched vast and fathomless
above him. The Milky Way ran in two pale streams from the zenith to
the horizon. The fresh, motionless, still night enfolded the earth. The
white towers and golden domes of the cathedral gleamed out against the sap-
phire sky. The gorgeous autumn flowers, in the beds round the house, were
slumbering till morning. The silence of earth seemed to melt into the silence
of the heavens. The mystery of earth was one with the mystery of the
stars. . . .Alyosha stood, gazed, and suddenly threw himself down on the earth.
(The Brothers Karamazov, p. 340)
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yet not for that a crown,
Golden in show, is but a wreath of thorns,
Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and sleepless nights
To him who wears the regal diadem,
When on his shoulders each man’s burden lies;
For therein stands the office of a king,
His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise,
That for the public all this weight he bears.
Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules
Passions, desires, and fears, is more a king;
Which every wise and virtuous man attains:
And who attains not, ill aspires to rule
Cities of men, or headstrong multitudes,
Subject himself to anarchy within,
Or lawless passions in him which he serves.
But to guide nations in the way of truth
By saving doctrine, and from error lead
To know, and, knowing worship God aright,
Is yet more kingly, ... (P.R. 11, 458-76)
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Sole pledge of his obedience: so will fall,
He and his faithless progeny: whose fault?
Whose but his own? Ingrate, he had of me
All he could have; I made him just and right,
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall.
Such 1 created all the ethereal powers
And spirits, both them who stood and them who failed;
Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell.
Not free, what proof could they have given sincere
Of true allegiance, constant faith or love,
Where only what they needs must do, appeared,
Not what they would ? What praise could they receive ?
What pleasure I from such obedience paid,
When will and reason (reason also is choice)
Useless and vain, of freedom both despoiled,
Made passive both, had served necessity,
Not me. They therefore as to right belonged,
So were created, nor can justly accuse
Their maker, or their making, or their fate,
As if predestination overruled
Their will, disposed by absolute decree
Or high foreknowledge; they themselves decreed
Their own revolt, not 1: if I foreknew,
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault,
Which had no less proved certain unforeknown.
So without least impulse or shadow of fate,
Or aught by me immutably foreseen,
They trespass, authors to themselves in all
Both what they judge and what they choose; for so
1 formed them free, and free they must remain,
Till they enthrall themselves: 1 else must change
Their nature, and revoke the high decree
Unchangeable, eternal, which ordained
Their freedom, they themselves ordained their fall.
The first sort by their own suggestion fell,
Self-tempted, seif-depraved: man falls deceived
By the other first: man therefore shall find grace,
The other none: in mercy and justice both,
Through heaven and earth, so shall my glory excel,
But mercy first and last shall brightest shine.

(P.L., III, 95-134)
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Be strong, live happy, and love, but first of all
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep

His great command; take heed lest passion away
Thy judgement to do aught, which else free will
Would not admit: thine and of all thy sons
The weal or woe in thee is placed; beware.

[ in thy persevering shall rejoice,

And all the blest: stand fast; to stand or fall
Free in thine own arbitrament it lies.

Perfect within, no outward aid require;

And all temptation to transgress repel. (P.1.., VIII, 633-43)
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yet know withal,
Since thy original lapse, true liberty
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells
Twinned, and from her hath no dividual being:
Reason in man obscured, or not obeyed,
Immediately inordinate desires
And upstart passions catch the government
From reason, and to servitude reduce

Man till then free. (P.L., XII, 82-90)
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Liberty for Milton is not something that starts with man: it starts with
God. It is not something that man naturally wants for himself, but something
that God is determined he shall have; man cannot want it unless he is in
a regenerate state, prepared to accept the inner discipline and responsibility
that go with it. Hence, as Milton says, none can love freedom but good
men; the rest want not freedom but licence. When a “licentious” man says
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he wants liberty, what he really wants is mastery, or lust. If he cannot get
mastery, he will give the name liberty to greed, to the querulous desire to
be left alone with his pleasanter vices. If he cannot achieve that, he will
identify liberty with its demonic parody, a glad acceptance of slavery, proceeding
from the influence of Moloch and Belial to that of Mammon.®
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There is something here which recalls William Blake, “the devil is the hero
of all good literature”: and Blake, in an even odder way than Dostoevsky,
was a good Christian.!”
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Ivan Karamazov is the most complex, the most richly gifted and the most
tragic of Dostoyevsky’s “split thinkers”. Staggering under the load of his
heredity, haunted by the spectres of his childhood, he wages a heroic fight,
in utter loneliness, against despair: seeking to transcend, since he cannot
reconcile the warring halves of his nature/®. . .
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The reason Milton wrote in fetters when he wrote of Angels & God,
and at liberty when of Devils & Hell, is because he was a true Poet and of the
Devil’s party without knowing it."”
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“The blasphemy of my hero will be solemnly refuted in the next Book,”
.. .which deals with Father Zosima, he said that although he had not succeed-
ed in expressing one tenth of what he wanted to, he considered this the climax
of the novel.V

L2 LHERESROE O HEFI AT %o

And now, with Karamazov’s, “Russian Monk”, he is wrong again—not because
the novel would be better without it but because it is no sort of answer to
Ivan and the Grand Inquisitor, let alone a refutation.®
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To judge from the letters, Dostoevsky worked hard on this book, or tried
to work hard on it. He repeatedly stressed its importance, and he sincerely
tried to overturn the arguments of Ivan in the fifth book, but the book missed
its mark. The writing is pallid, abstract, and lacking in drama; the ideas of
Father Zossima read like a list of aphorisms and risk provoking the indifference
that banality leaves in its train. Book V appeals with drama and vividness to the
universal fount of compassion, suffering. It provokes our sense of justice and
injustice ; it touches our humanity; it is a call to revolt but also a powerful
appeal for human solidarity. Book VI seems remote from human, experience,
passion, and curiously verbal and abstract. It reads like a sermon.us

Milton o, Christ RO OKE IFOT X7, C. S. Lewis » N. Frye
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It remains, of course, true that Satan is the best drawn of Milton’s cha-
racters. The reason is not hard to find. Of the major characters whom
Milton attempted he is incomparably the easiest to draw. Set a hundred poets
to tell the same story and in ninety of the resulting poems Satan will be the
best character. In all but a few writers the ‘good’ characters are the least
successful, and every one who has ever tried to make even the humblest story
ought to know why. To make a character worse than oneself it is only neces-
sary to release imaginatively from control some of the bad passions which, in
real life, are always straining at the leash; the Satan, the lago, the Becky
Sharp, within each of us, is always there and only too ready, the moment the
leash is slipped, to come out and have in our books that holiday we try to
deny them in our lives. But if you try to draw a character better than your-
self, all you can do is to take the best moments you have had and to imagine
them prolonged and more consistently embodied in action But the real high
virtues which we do not possess at all, we cannot depict except in a purely
external fashion. We do not really know what it feels like to be a man much
better than ourselves. His whole inner landscape is one we have never seen,

and when we guess it we blunder.u
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For what is glory but the blaze of fame,

The people’s praise, if always praise unmixed ?

And what the people but a herd confused,

A miscellaneous rabble, who extol

Things vulgar, and well weighed, scarce worth the praise,
They praise and they admire they know not what:
And know not whom, but as one leads the other;
And what delight to be by such extolled,

To live upon their tongues and be their talk,

Of whom to be dispraised were no small praise?

His lot who dares be singularly good

The intelligent among them and the wise

Are few, and glory scarce of few is raised

This is true glory and renown, when God,

Looking on the earth, with approbation marks

The just man, and divulges him through heaven

To all his angels, who with true applause

Recount his praises, thus he did to Job,

When to extend his fame through heaven and earth,
As thou to thy reproach may’st well remember,

He asked thee, Hast thou seen my servant Job?
Famous he was in heaven, on earth less known;
Where glory is false glory, attributed

To things not glorious, men not worthy of fame. (P.R., III, 47-70)
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But the greatness of it lies just in the fact that it is a mystery—that the
passing earthly show and the eternal verity are brought together in it. In
the face of the earthly truth, the eternal truth is accomplished. The Creator,
just as on the first days of creation He ended each day with praise: “that is
good that I have created,” looks upon Job and again praises His creation.
And Job praising the Lord, serves not only Him but all His creation for
generations and generations, and forever and ever, . ..
(The Brothers Karamazov, p.271)
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Dostoevsky wrote to his wife the following in 1875: “I am reading Job and it
brings me to a state of painful ecstacy; I leave off reading and I walk about
my room, almost crying, for an hour. This book, dear Anna, it’s strange,
it was one of the first to impress me in my life. I was then practically an
infant,”®
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9
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It is understandable however that Milton should see in the cult of
courtly love, of Frauendienst of worship of women in the literary conventions
of his time, one of the most direct and eloquent symbolic results of the fall
of man. For this reason, Milton places the supremacy of Eve over Adam at
the central point of the fall itself.
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In the postlapsarian world virtue is only truly virtue when it has surviv-
ed trial and temptation—and the son’s virtue in Paradise Regained does not
long remain fugitive and cloistered.®

Milton % “fugitive and cloistered virtue” %% L, Dostoevsky 7% [{¥BtEiRA 7c
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WhHo XD, Fh#E L “hand in hand” ¢, “Don’t be afraid of life” &jh¥ 3 Al-
yosha 1% Paradise Lost O%K, XEulbh’ Adam & Eve # LT 0 X 5
ThHbo

They hand in hand with wandering steps and slow,
Through Eden took their solitary way. (P.L., XII, 648-9)
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