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The mind which is immortal makes itself 81
Requital for its good or evil thoughts—

Is its own origin of ill and end—

And its own place and time—its innate sense,

When stripp’d of this mortality, derives

No colour from the fleeting things without ;

But is absorb’d in sufferance or in joy,

Born from the Knowledge of its own desert.

Thou didst not tempt me, and thou couldst not tempt me ;
I have not been thy dupe, nor am thy prey—

But was my own destroyer, and will be

My own hereafter.
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{1) Peter Quennell (ed.), Byron : A Self-Portrait (2 vols ; John Murray, 1967), 1I,662. 3§ A
HE MmO L B0 1-88lici, Manfred (1817), Marino Faliero (1820), Sardana-
palus (Jan.-May, 1821), The Two Foscari (June-July, 1821), Cain (July-Sep, 1821),
Heaven and Earth (Oct,, 1821), Werner (Dec., 1821-Jan., 1822), The Deformed Transform.
ed (May-June, 1822) 72355,

(2) Rowland E. Prothero (ed.), Letters and Journals : The Works of Lord Byron(13vols ;
New York : Octagon Books, Inc, 1966), V, 360-61.

(8) Thomas Moore, The Works of Lord Byron : with His Letters and Journals, and His
Life (17 vols ; London : John Murray, 1836), XIV, p.51 (Cain, 11, i, 113) : Let me die,
as atoms die.

(4) Thomas Moore, The Works of Lord Byron : with His Letters and Journals, and His
life (17 vols ; London : John Murray, 1836), XI, p. 21 (Manfred, 1, ii, 55-56) : born and
dying/With the blest tone which made me!

(6) Moore, op. cit., XIV, p. 50 (Cain, 11, 1, 75-77) : But at least/Let what is mortal of me
perish, that/[ may be in the rest as angels are.

(8) Moore, op. cit., X1, p.14 (Manfred,]1, i, 136) : Forgetfulness ; p.14 (I, i, 144) : oblivion,
self-oblivion.

(7) Ibid., p.26(11, i, 24-30) : I say ‘tis blood—my blood! the pure warm stream/Which ran in

the veins of my fathers, and in ours/When we were in our youth, and had one heart,/And

loved each other as we should not love,/And this was shed : but still it rises up,/Colouring
the clouds, that shut me out from heaven,/Where thou art not—and I shall never be. ; p.35
(11, ii, 118-21) : Not with my hand, but heart—which broke her heart—/It gazed on mine,
and wither'd. I have shed/Blood, but not hers—and yet her blood was shed—/I saw—and
could not stanch it. ; p. 47 (II, iv, 121-24) : Thou lovedst me/Too much, as T loved thee -
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we were not made/To torture thus each other, though it were/The deadliest sin to love as
we have loved.

(8) 1bid., p.34(11, ii, 105-17) : Man. She was like me in lineaments—her eyes,/Her hair, her
features, all, to the very tone/Even of her voice, they said were like to mine ;/But soften’d
all, and temper’d into beauty ;/She had the same lone thoughts and wanderings,/The quest
of hidden knowledge, and a mind/To comprehend the universe : nor these/Alone, but with
them gentler powers than mine,/Pity, and smiles, and tears—which I had not ;/And tender-
ness—but that I had for her ;/Humility—and that I never had./Her faults were mine—her
virtues were her own—/I loved her, and destroy’d her!

(9) Ibid., p.34 (11,ii,124) : The deadliest sin to love as we have loved. ; p.26 (II, i, 29-30) :
that shut me out from heaven,/Where thou art not—and I shall never be.

10 Ibid., p.11(1, i, 46-48) : A wandering hell in the eternal space ;/By the strog curse which
is upon my soul,/The thought which is within me and around me. ; p.19 (I, i, 250-51) : I
call upon thee! and compel/Thyself to be thy proper Hell! ; p.54 (III, i, 73) : Would make
a hell of heaven.

1) 1bid., p.36(11, ii, 147-49) : my sciences,/My long pursued and super-human art,/Is mortal
here.

(19 1bid., p.10 (1, i, 21-27) : Good, or evil, life,/Powers, passions, all I see in other beings,/
Have been to me as rain unto the sands,/Since that all-nameless hour. I have no dread,/And
feel the curse to have no natural fear,/Nor fluttering throb, that beats with hopes or wishes,/
Or lurking love of something on the earth. ; p.32 (II, ii, 50-57) : My spirit walk’d not with
the souls of men,/Nor look’d upon the earth with human eyes; The thirst of their ambition
was not mine,/The aim of their existence was not mine ;/My joys, my griefs, my passions,
and my powers,/Made me a stranger ; thou I wore the form,/I had no sympathy with bre-
athing flesh.

19 1bid., p.21 (1, ii, 39-45) : But we, who name ourselves its sovereigns, we,/Half dust, half
deity, alike unfit/To sink or soar, with our mix’d essence make/A conflict of its elements,
and breathe/The breath of degradation and of pride, Contending with low wants and lofty
will,/Till, our mortality predominates,

{14 1bid. p.33 (II, ii, 76-79) : For if the beings, of whom I was one, —/Hating to be so, —
cross’d me in my path,/I felt myself degraded back to them,/And was all clay again.

18 Ibid., p.32 (11, ii, 63) : My joy was in the wilderness.

18 Ibid., p.33 (II, ii, 89-90) : I made/Mine eyes familiar with Eternity.

7 1bid., p.56 (I1I, i, 123) : The lion is alone, and so am I,

(18 Ib:id., p.57 (111, i, 125) : Because my nature was averse from life.

19 Ibid., p.57 (111, i, 126-34) : for I would not make,/But find a desolation : —like the wind,/
The red-hot breath of the most lone Simoon,/Which dwells but in the desert, and sweeps
o’er/The barren sands which bear no shrubs to blast,/And revels o’er their wild and arid
waves,/And seeketh not, so that it is not sought,/But being met is deadly ; such hath been/
The course of my existence.

@) Ibid., p.56 (III, i, 116) : I could not tame my nature down ;

@) 1bid., p.44 (11, iv, 61-63) : That knowledge is not happiness, and science/But an exchange
of ignorance for that/Which is another kind of ignorance. ; p.9 (I, i, 8-12) : But grief

should be the instructor of the wise ;/Sorrow is knowledge : they who know the most/Must
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mourn the deepest o’er the fatal truth,/The Tree of Knowledge is not that of Life.

02 Ibid., p.44 (11, iv, 47) : The overruling Infinite—the Maker.

@) Ibid., p.36 (11, ii, 149-50) : I dwell in my despair—/And live— and live for ever. ; p.54
(I11, i, 70) : The innate tortures of that deep despair.

@4 1bid., p.55 (111, i, 79-85) : For this will pass away, and be succeeded/By an auspicious
hope which shall look up/with calm assurance to that blessed place,/Which all who seek
may win, whatever be/Their earthly errors, so they be atoned :/And the commencement of
atonement is/The sense of its necessity. ; p.52 (III, i, 43-51) : there still is time/For peni-
tence and pity : reconcile thee/With the true church, and through the church to heaven. ;
p. 56 (III, i, 99-100) : To reconcile thyself with thy own soul,/And thy own soul with
heaven.

@25 Ibid., pp.54-55 (111, i, 66-78).

2 OEDZM ; Reconcile(8) : To bring into a state of acquiescence (+with) or submission
to a thing.

21 Moore, op. cit., XI, pp.13-14 (1, i, 116-23) : The hour arrived—and it became/A wandering
mass of shapeless flame,/A pathless comet, and a curse,/The menace of the universe ; /Still
rolling on with innate force,/Without a sphere, without a course,/A bright deformity on
high,/The monster of the upper sky!

08 Ibid., p.56 (III, i, 119).

@09 1bid., p.27 (11, i, 44-48) : I tell thee, man! I have lived many years,/Many long years, but
they are nothing now/To those which I must number : ages—ages—/Space and eternity—
and consciousness,/With the fierce thirst of death—and still unslaked!

B0 Ibid., p. 20 (I, ii, 23-29) : There is a power upon me which withholds,/And makes it my
fatality to live ;/If it be life to wear within myself/This barrenness of spirit, and to be/My
own soul’s sepulchre, for I have ceased/To justify my deeds unto myself—/The last infirmity
of evil. AL, HBEONRESE (barrenness of spirit) &4\ 5 FHUT X - C<EHOHPEM > +FE
LTWw%,

8l) Ibid., p.70 (111, iv, 129-40).

B) Ibid., p.21 (1, ii, 52-56) : Oh, that I were/The viewless spirit of a lovely sound,/A living
voice, a breathing harmony,/A bodiless enjoyment—born and dying/With the blest tone
which made me! 5 At¥, a breathing harmony 2= Z7¢ b 724y, EKET 5.

33 Moore, op. cit., XIV, p.26 (I, i, 126-27) : One who aspired to be what made thee, and/
Would not have made thee what thou art. 2D X3 ICE5v—v BT, FFAFARIETF L
ZTORERERL, <AFE>EERT D



