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Whence all these Woes 7—From want of virtuous will,
Of honest shame, of time-improving skill ;

From want of care t'employ the vacant hour,

And want of ev'ry kind but want of power,
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I fix’'d my eyes
On the mid stream and saw the spirits rise ;
I saw my father on the water stand,
And hold a thin pale boy in either hand ;
And there they glided ghastly on the top
Of the salt flood, and never touch’d a drop ;
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I would have struck tham, tbu they knew th'intent,
And smiled upon the oar, and down they went.

‘Peter Grimes’ 1l. 306—13,
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But his own Judith call’'d him to the shore,

Whom he must meet, for they might meet no more ;—
And there he found her—faithful, mournful, true,
Weeping and waiting for a last adieu!

The ebbing tide had left the sand, and there

Moved with slow steps the melancholy pair :

Sweet were the painful moments—but how sweet,

And without pain, when they again should meet!

Now either spoke, as hope and fear impress’d

Each their alternate triumph in the breast,

‘The Parting Hour ; 11, 121—30,
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Thus where he lived and loved—unhappy change!—
He seems a stranger, and finds all are strange,

‘ditto,” 11. 283—84.
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The once fond lovers met ; not grief nor age,
Sickness or pain, their hearts could disengage :

FEach had immediate confidence ; a friend
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Both now beheld, on whom they might depend :
‘Now is there one to whom I can express
My nature's. weakness and my soul's distress,’
Allen look’d up, and with impatient heart—
‘Let me not lose thee—never let us part :
So Heaven this comfort to my sufferings give,
It is not all distress to think and live.

‘ditto, " 11. 295—304.
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‘More luckless still their fate, who are the prey
Of long-protracted hope and dull delay ;

'Mid plans of bliss the heavy hours pass on,
Till love is wither’d, and till joy is gone.

‘Procrastination,” 11, 9—12,
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Now the grave niece partook the widow’s cares,

Look’d to the great and ruled the small affairs ;

Saw clean’'d the plate, arranged the china show,

And felt her passion for a shilling grow :

Th'indulgent aunt increased the maid’s delight,

By placing tokens of her wealth in sight ;

She loved the value of her bonds to tell,

And spake of stocks, and how they rose and fell.
‘ditto,’ 11, 92—99.
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‘See! my good friend,” and then she raised her head,
“The bloom of life, the strength of youth is fled ;
Living we die ; to us the world is dead;

We parted bless'd with health, and I am now
Age-struck and feeble, so I find art thou ;

Thine eye is sunken, furrow’d is thy face,

And downward look’st thou—so we run our race ;
And happier they, whose race is nearly run,

Their troubles over, and their duties done.’

‘ditto.’ 11, 220—28.
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‘One eve, the wife, still happy im her state,

Sang gaily, thoughtless of approaching fate ;

Then came a letter, that (received in dread

Not unobserved) she in confusion read ;

The substance this—'Her friend rejoiced to find
That she had riches with a grateful mind ;

While poor Eliza had from place to place

Been lured by hope to labour for disgrace ;

That every scheme her wandering husband tried,
Pain’d while he lived, and perish’d when he died.’
She then of want in angry style complain’d,

Her child a burthen to her life remain’d,

Her kindred shunn’'d her prayers, no friend her soul sustain’d.
‘Yet why neglected ? Dearest Anna knew

Her worth once tried, her friendship ever true ;
She hoped, she trusted, though by wants oppress’d,
To lock the treasured secret in her breast ;

Yet, vex'd by trouble, must apply to one,

For kindness due to her for kindress done.

“The Confidant’, 1I. 180—98.
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A few succeeding weeks of brief repose
In Anna’s cheeks revived the faded rose ;
A hue like this the western sky displays,
That glows awhile, and withers as we gaze.

‘ditto’, 1. 265—68.
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Her speech was low, her every look convey’d—
I am a slave, subservient and afraid.’

All trace of comfort vanish’'d if she spoke,
The noisy friend upon her purpose broke ;

To her remarks with insolence replied,

And her assertions doubted or denied ;

While the meek Anna like an infant shook,
Wo-struck and trembling at the serpent’s look.

‘ditto’, 1l. 376-—83.
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(1) ‘Both poets, young men in their twenties, began to look away from the eighteenth-century
manner, into a world seen solidly by its shadows.’
J. Bronowski; Wiiliam Blake, p.57 (Pelican Book)
(2) BODEETRIROEDMNFEHTH S,

Howard Mills, ed.: George Crabbe, Tals, 1812 and Other Selected Poems (Cambridge
Univ, Press, 1967)

(3) cf, ‘But however he may be classified, he posesses the essential mark of genius, namely,
that his pictures, .. stamp themselves on our minds indelibly and instantaneously,” L. Stephen:
Hours in a Library, vel. I, p. 211,

‘Indeed he was hampered, as Wordsworth was not, by a lifelong adhercnce to a metre—the
heroic couplet—with which his same poetic diction was most closely bound up. He did not
always escape the effects of this contagion, but in the main he was delivered from it by
what I have called a first-hand association with man and nature,

Alfred Ainger : George Crabbe, pp.2—3 (E.M.L.)

7B HITTIlE Raymond Williams 23U 7 VR PELTD7 7 7% Caffi L TS5, T4

COXEMIROERVIIBICHELTEY, 77 7HAACHHTH G LA LD TR,

J. Raymond Williams : The Country and the City p.13, p. 18, p. 26,

(4) Cf. ‘He is a realist, like Jane Austen, but the realist of a wider, as well as, lower, world ;
and a realist far less single-minded and content to take life as it is, He laughs at dreams ;

but he envies them.” F. L. Lucas, George Ceabbe, an Anthology, p xxvii.

(5) ‘...it may be doubtrd whether, under any circumstances, his mind would ever have found
much of the excitement of delight else wbere than in the study of human beings.’
The Life of George Crabbe by his Son, p.11. (World’s Classics)

...bereplied, that he preferred walking in the streets, and observing the faces of the passers-

by, to the finest natural scene. ibid., p. 270,
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(8) The Life of George Crabbe by his Son, p.61.

(1) ibid., p. 159,

(8) op. cit., p.202.

(9) ibid., p.209.

10 op. cit., p. 104,
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(19 Cf. ‘my own opinion is that the English writer with whom Crabbe has most in common is

George Eliot,.. the mingled village tragedy and comedy. with the vices, virtues, and

humours of the middle class, which George, Eliot understood so well, were equally familiar

to the author of The Parish Register and the Tales in Verse ..’
T. E. Kebbel : The Life of George Crabbe, p. 110,
F1z, AXT 0y R TEHBREH] »o, BROERET LEAE 2R LHETID

—_— 41 J—



a3
(e
3
8
a
it
a9

@)
€2
@3
@
@)

MEEEAI ST
LT3,

‘perfertly clear even from these two excerpts that he is doing the novelist’s work, Dickens,
Dismeli, etc. History of the state of England at the start of the nineteenth century,
Michlet’s method already in use.
Ezra Pound : ABC of Reading, pp.176—77. (New Directions Paper Book)
cf, “Ellen Orford,” The Borough, XX, 1. 10—28,
cf. E. M. Forster: ‘George Crabbe and Peter Grimes,’ Two Cheers for Democracy, p. 170.
ibid., A. W, Ward, ed: Poems by George Crabbe, vol. 1, p.8.
thid.,, II, p.9.
ibid., I, p. 11,
ibid., T, pp.11—12,
A. W, Ward, ed: Poems, 1, p.300,
John Henry Cardinal Newman : The Idea of a University, p. 113 (Rinehart Ed.)
william Hazlitt : The Spirit of the Age, p.330 (Everymam’s Lib.)
Harold child : ‘George Crabbe,’ Camb. Hist. of English Literature, XI,
Lilian Haddakin : The Poetry of Crabbe, p.132 and p. 155.
S. T. Coleridge : Table Talk, pp.293—94 (Oxford Ed.)
Harllold Tennyson : Tennyson : A Memoir, E. Fitzgerald : Readings in Crabbe's Tales of
the Hall,



