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The irony Milton describes is clearly “the non-heroic residue of tragedy,” that sort
of irony which derives from a poet who, from the state of experience, looks at

tragedy from below,
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Which though I stay not to confess ere any ask, [ shall be blameless, if it be no
other than joy and gratulation which it brings to all who wish and promote their

country’s Liberty, ®
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Books are not absolutely dead things, but do contain a potency of life in them to
be as active as that soul was whose progeny they are; nay, they do preserve as in
a vial the purest efficacay and extraction of that living intellect that bred them.
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when God gave him reason,
he gave him freedom to choose, for reason is but choosing; he had been else a
mere artificial Adam, such an Adam as he is in the motions. We ourselves esteem
not of that obedience, or love, or gift, which is of force; God therefore left him,
free set before him a provoking object ever almost in his eyes; herein consisted
his merit, herein the right of his reward, the praise of his abstinence. ®

* a provoking object=temptation
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Of course both Areopagitica and Paradise Lost deal with the limits of freedom,
which was always Milton’s subject. Both works portray temtation.

‘Lasting fame’ and ‘mortal things’ are but two of the phrases in Arecpagitica to be
found in Paradise Lost. (V 1. 866)
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And perhaps this is that doom which Adam fell into of knowing good and evil;
that is to say, of ‘knowing good by evil.
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As therefore the state of man now is; what wisdom can there be to choose,
what continence to forbear, without the knowledge of evil? Tle that can apprehend
and consider vice with all her baits and seeming pleasures, and yet abstain, and
yet distinguish, and yet prefer that which is truly better, he is the true warfaring

Christian,’@
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But now the bishops abrogated and voided out of the church, as if our reformation
sought no more, but to make room for others into their seats under another name:
the episcopal arts begin to bud again: the cruise of truth must run no more oil;
liberty of printing must be enthralled again, under a prelatical commission of
twenty; the privilege of the people nullified; and, which is worse, the freedom of
learning must groan again, and (o her old fetters: all this the parliament yet
sitting, ®
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Milton’s liberty is theoretically limited at yet another point. It is not for licence
that he pleaed, but for a freedom which the good man will exercise according to
“the rules of temperance” exemplified by that Spenserian knight whose virtue is

sometimes less Aristotelian temperance than Puritan renunciation, ”®
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Areopagitica is not polemics, like the 1641-42 episcopal assaults. It is not a tractate.
As oratory it is one of the “organic arts” that Milton had linked with poetry a few
months before. “According to the theory of poetry that Milton accepted, the poet
and the orator share the desire to move men to virtuous action. Persuasion, the
end of oratory, is also part of the function of poetry’-------- Haller finds Milton
wrote not a pamphlet but a poem. Wolfe sees “a broad humanism fresh as the
spirit of plato’s praise of music or Sidney’s paeans for poetry.” Barker is reminded
of the “Nativity Qde.”®
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