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The romance of Odysseus is indeed “brought into conformity with poetic verisi-
militude, ” but in a different way from that of Bossu On the Epic Poem, It is not
because the Phaeacians are romantic in their tastes, but because it belongs to
Odysseus, that the Phaeacian night’s entertainment has its place in the Odyssey. The
Odyssey is the story of his home-comings, his recovery of his own, The great action
of the drama of Odysseus is in his dealings with Penelope, Eumaeus, Telemachus,
the suitors, The Phaeacian story is indeed episodic; the interest of those adventures
is different from that of the meeting with Penelope. Nevertheless it is all kept in
harmony with the stronger part of the poem. It is not pure fantasy and “Faerie, ”
like the voyage of Maelduin or the vigil in the castle of Busirane, Odysseus in the
house of Alcinous is not different from Odysseus of the return to Ithaca. The
story is not pure romance, it is a dramatic monologue; and the character of the
speaker has more part than the wonders of the story in the silence that falls on

the listeners when the story comes to an end, ®
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Spenser’s Christianity did not destroy hiis paganism; neither did his paganism
destroy his Christianity, Milton’s Puritanism saw no beauty in paganism; the
Epicureanism of the neo-pagan sees no truth in religion; in Spenser the beauty of
paganism exists side by side with, but distinct from, the truth of religion. Having
drawn this sharp line in essentials, Spenser leaves his fancy to range without
restraint, but always on the right side of the line. To him, therefore, as to
Dante, the confusion of heathen mythology with the mere names or imagery of
Christianity, gives no shock. ®
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“Though Nereus were fair, Achilles strong,
Though Ladas swift, though Nestor was most wise
That knew so much and livéed had so long,

Though bold Ulysses could both well devise

And execute what doth to war belong,

Though Caesar’s bounty praised be to the skies,
Yet place to give, all these may think no scorn,
To one that shall in Ischia Isle be born.

“And if that ancient Greta may be proud

Because that Caelus’ nephew sprang therein,

If Thebes of Bacchus’ birth doth vaunt so loud
And Hercules, if Delos of their twin,

Then may that isle no less be well allowed

To vaunt itself that hath so happy been

To have that marquis born within that place

On whom the heav'ns shall pour so great a grace, ®

“And reason good, for sith our sex is weak,

The greater sin it is us to deceive,

As Theseus and Jason well can speak

And he that Latin did of rule bereave,

With him on whom fair Absalom did wreak

The wrong that ravished Thamar did receive,
With diverse thatof t'one and t’other gender

Refused or left their loves for causes slender, ®
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For vnto life the dead it could restore,
And guilt of sinfull crimes cleane wash away,
Those that with sicknesse were infected sore,
It could recure, and aged long decay
Renew, as one were borne that very day.
Both Silo this, and Iordan did excell,
And th’ English Bath, and eke the german Spau,
Ne can Cephise, nor Hebrus match this well :
Into the same the knight backe ouerthrowen, fell. @
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For all too long O burne with enuy sore,

To heare the warlike feates, which Homere spake
Of bold Penthesilee, which made a lake

Of Greekish bloud so oft in Troian plain;

But when I read, how stout Debora strake

Proud Sisera, and how Camill’ hath slaine

The huge Orsilochus, 1 swell with great disdaine, ®

Such were grest Hercules, and Hylas deare;
Trew lonathan, and Dauid trustie tryde;
Stout Theseus, and Pirithous his feare;
Pylades and Orestes by his syde;
Myld Titus and Gesippus without pryde;
Damon and Pythias whom death could not seuer :
All these and all that euer had bene tyde
In bands of friendship,.... ©®
So whylom learnd that mighty lewish swaine,
Each of whose lockes did match a man in might,
To lay his spoiles before his lemans traine :
So also did that great Oetean Knight
For his loues sake his Lions skin vndight :
And so did warlike Antony neglect
The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras sight,
Such wondrous powre hath wemens faire aspect,

To captive men, and make them all the world reiect. ®
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in bulk as huge
As whom the Fables name of monstrous size,
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr’d on Jove,
Briareos or Typhon, whom the Den
By ancient Tarsus held, or that Sea-beast
Leviathan, which God of all his works
Created hugest that swim th’ Ocean stream :

Him haply slumb’ring on the Norway foam
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The Pilot of some small night-founder’d Skiff,
Deeming some Island, oft, as Seamen tell,
With fixed Anchor in his scaly rind

Moors by his side under the Lee, while Night
Invests the Sea, and wished Morn delays : @

Satan OEHAHDEHO 2 NICHET 5 & C AT, Milton PIAID epic % romantic
epic ILBIET 5 EHETTHCIEELE - THY, HBRICX 25E0H LT, BICHSD
epic DEMEZB - TCHEDTH 5,

though all the Giant brood
Of Phlegra with th’Heroic Race were join’d
That fought at Thebes and Illium, on each side
Mixt with auxiliar Gods; and what resounds
In Fable or Romance of Uther's Son
Begirt with British and Armoric Knights;
And all who since, Baptiz’d or Infidel
Jousted in Aspramont or Montalban,
Damasco, or Marocco, Trebisond,
Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell
By Fontarabbia. @
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Not that fair field
Of Enna, where Proserpin gath’ring flow’rs
Herself a fairer Flow’r by gloomy Dis
Was gather’d, which cost Ceres all that pain
To seek her through the world; nor that sweet Grove
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th’ inspir'd
Castalian Spring might with this Paradise
Of Eden strive; nor that Nyseian Isle
Girt with the River Triton, where old Cham,
Whom Gentiles Ammon called and Lybian Jove,
Hid Amalthea and her Florid Son,
Young Bacchus, from his Stepdame Rhea’s eye,;
Nor where Abassin Kings thir issue Guard,
Mount Amara, though this by some suppos’d
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True Paradise under the Ethiop Line
By Nilus head, enclos’d with shining Rock. @

Spot more delicious than those Gardens feign'd
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown’d
Alcinotis, host of old Laertes’ Son,
Or that, not Mystic, where the Sapient King
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian Spouse, @

More sweet and holesome, then the pleasaunt hill
Of Rhodope on which the Nimphe, that bore
A gyaunt babe, heer selfe for griefe did kill;
Or the Thessalian Tempe, where of yore
Faire Daphne Phoebus hart with loue did gore;
Or Ida, where the Gods lou’d to repaire,
When euer they their heauenly bowres forlore;
Or sweet Parnasse, the haunt of Muses faire;
Or Eden selfe, if ought with Eden mote compaire, @
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Princess and maids delighted in that feast;
then, putting off their veils,
they ran and passed a ball to a rhythmic beat,
Nausikaa flashing first with her white arms,
So Artemis goes flying after her arrows flown
down some tremendous valley-side—
Taygetos, Erymanthos—

chasing the mountain goats or ghosting deer,

with nymphs of the wild places flanking her;

and Léto’s heart delights to see them running,

for, taller by a head than nymphs can be,

the goddess shows more stately, all being beautiful,
So one could tell the princess from the maids. @
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It may treat the myths of the gods as material for the religious or the ethical
imagination, and out of them create ideal characters, analogous in poetry to the
ideal divine or heroic figures of painting and sculpture. This is the kind of
imagination in virtue of which modern poets are best able to appropriate the
classical mythology; but this modern imagination is already familiar to Homer, and
that not only in direct description, as in the description of the majesty of Zeus,
but also, more subtly, in passages where the character of the divinity is suggested
by comparison with one of the human personages, as when Nausicaa is compared

to Artemis, a comparison that redounds not less to the honour of the goddess than
of Nausicaa. ®
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Such as Diana by the sandie shore
Of swift Eurotas, or on Cynthus greene,
Where all the Nymphs haue her vnwares forlore,
Wandreth alone with bow and arrowes keene,
To seeke her game : Or as that famous Queene
Of Amazons, whom Pyrrhus did destroy,
The day that first of Priame she was seene,
Did shew her selfe in great triumphant ioy,

To succour the weake state of sad afflicted Troy @

Brought her in naked beauty more adorn’d,
more lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods
Endow’d with all thir gifts, and O too like
In sad event, when to the unwiser Son

Of Japhet brought by Hermes. she ensnar’d
Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng’'d

On him who had stole Jove's authentic fire, @
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but Eve
Undeckt, save with herself more lovely fair
Than Wood-Nymph, or the fairest Goddess feign'd
Of three that in Mount Ida naked strove
Stood to entertain her guest from Heav'n;®
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Like as the cursed sonne of Theseus,
That following his chace in dewy morne,
To fly his stepdames loues outrageous,
Of his owne steedes was all to peeces torne,
And his faire limbs left in the woods forlorne;
That for his sake Diana did lament,
And all the wooddy Nymphes did wayle and mourne.
So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent,
That of his shape appear’d no litle moniment. &
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Like raging Ino, when with knife in hand,
She threw her husbhands murdred infant out,
Or fell Medea, when on Colchicke strand
Her brothers bones she scattered all about;
Or as that madding mother, mongst the rout
Of Bacchus Priests her owne deare flesh did teare,
Yet neither Ino, nor Medea stout,
Nor all the Moenades so furious were

As this bold woman, when she saw that Damzell there, &
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Not less but more Heroic than the wrath
Of stern Achilles on his Foe pursu’d
Thrice Fugitive about Troy Wall; or rage
Of Turnus for Lavinia disespous’d,

Or Neptune's ire or Juno's, that so long
Perplex’d the Greek and Cytherea’s Son;®
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That done, he leads him to the highest Mount;
Such one, as that same mighty man of God,
That bloud-red billowes like a walled front
On either side disparted with his rod,
Till that his army dry-foot through them yod,
Dwelt fortie dayes vpon; where writ in stone
With bloudy letters by the hand of God,
The bitter doome of death and balefull mone
He did receiue, whiles flashing fire about him shone,

Or like that sacred hill, whose head full hie,
Adornd with fruitfull Oliues all arownd,
Is, as it were for endless memory
Of that deare Lord, who oft thereon was fownd,
For euer with a flowring girlond crownd :
Or like that pleasaunt Mount, that is for ay
Through famous Poets verse each where renownd,
On which the thrise three learned Ladies play
Their heauenly notes, and make full many a louely lay. ®
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Yet not the more
Cease I to wander where the Muses haunt
Clear Spring, or shady Grove or Sunny Hill,
Smit with the love of sacred Song; but chief
Thee Sion and the flow'ry Brooks beneath
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That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow,
Nightly T visit : &
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Sing Heav’nly Muse, that on the secret top

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

That Shepherd, who first taught the chosen Seed,
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth
Rose out of Chaos : Or if Sion Hill

Delight thee more, and Siloa’s Brook that flow’d
Fast by the Oracle of God;®
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O heavenly muse, that not with fading bays
Deckest the brow by th’ Helitconian spring,
But sittest, crown'd with stars’ immortal rays,
In heaven, where legions of bright angels sing,
Inspire life in my wit, my thoughts upraise,
My verse ennoble, and forgive the thing,
If fictions light I mix with truth divine,
And fill these lines with others’ praise than thine.
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Not higher that Hill nor wider looking round,
Whereon for different cause the Tempter set

Our second Adam in the Wilderness,

To show him all Earth’s Kingdoms and thir Glory. @
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Not that great Champion of the antique world,

whom famous Poetes verse so much doth vaunt,

And hath for twelue huge labours high extold,

So many furies and sharpe fits did haunt,

When him the poysoned garment did enchaunt
With Centaures bloud, and bloudie verses charm’d,

As did this knight twelue thousand dolours daunt,

Whom fyrie steele now burnt, that earst him arm’d,
That erst him goodly arm’d, now most of all him harm’d. ®

As when Alcides from QOechalia crown’d

Witn conquest, felt th’envenem’d robe, and tore
through pain up by the roots Thessalian Pines,
And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw

Into th’ Euboic Sea. ®
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With how great joy a mother’s mind is filled
To see a son for whom she long hath mourned,
Whom she heard late in battle to be killed

And saw the troops without him home returned,
Such joy had Sacrapant when hebeheld

His lady dear;®
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E’en as a secret and lascivious lover
Rejoiceth much when after long delays

And many fears in which his hope did hover
He hears at last the noise of pretty keys :
So Bradamant, that hopes not to recover

A lodging for the which so long she stays,
Did in her mind in such like sort rejoice

Whenas she heard the watchful porter’s voice, ®
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Not so great wonder and astonishment,
Did the most chast Penelope possesse,
To see her Lord, that was reported drent,
And dead long since in dolorous distresse,
Come home to her in piteous wretchednesse,
After long trauell of full twenty yeares,
That she knew not his fauours likelynesse,
For many scarres and many hoary heares,

But stood long staring on him, mongst vncertaine feares, %
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As when a Scout
Through dark and desert ways with peril gone
All night; at last by break of cheerful dawn
Obtains the brow of some high-climbing Hill,
Which to his eye discovers unaware
The goodly prospect of some foreign land
First seen, or some renown’d Metropolis
With glistering Spires and Pinnacles adorn’d,
Which now the Rising Sun gilds with his beams.
Such wonder seiz'd,...®
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As when the new-born phoenix doth begin
To fly to Ethiop-ward at the fair bent
Of her rich wings, strange plumes, and feathers thin,
Her crowns and chains with native gold besprent;
The world amazed stands, and with her fly
A host of wond’ring birds, that sing and cry; :

So pass’d Armida, look’d on, gaz'd on so,

A wond’rous dame in habit, gesture, face;®
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As when the potent Rod
Of Amram’s Son in Egypt’s evil day
Wav’d round the Coast, up call’d a pitchy cloud
Of Locusts, warping on the Eastern Wind,
That o’er the Realm of impious Pharaoh hung
Like Night, and darken’d all the Land of Nile : @

The Stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw
Angels ascending and descending, bands

Of Guardians bright, when he from Esau fled
To Padan-Aram in the field of Luz,

Dreaming by night under the open Sky,

And waking cri’d This is the Gate of Heav'n. ®

zowld, ERFVv7 - o—<DMAIOE, FY X FEOMRDK A LD EA TS
BT HERMOZ AR L $ 15 - 72 Milton OEFEHETL 5, Milton O IIE
CBEAICETITEBOLTNT, HfRHITH 5, Ariosto, Tasso, Spenser @ simile (3} <
‘AL T BE, FUMNLS T BRICER LT, H5—RICSVTHBLEZITN
3, TNPUAOEBE—YEAL Y, BICHAMEE~O allusion D%> Spenser IC# L
Ly, Milton 3 —RAM & FMBEMRICERALE->-TRALHNBKBTIZ, TEAOEEELFS
SHTT, simile OFREL >TRBSDDITRP, WEORNL T AR RT 5
FEREIE->TRADTH B,
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