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要 旨

明治維新 ならびに、第二次世界大戦敗北が主な引 き金 となって、 日本 は欧米の文明に

習った近代化 を急速 に推 し進めた。その結果、民主的政治形態が確立 し、科学技術や産

業 もめ ざま しい発展 を遂げた。経済 も急速に発展 し、多 くの国民が物質的な豊か さを享

受できるようになった。

反面、「欧米 に追 いつ き追 い越せ」 のス ロー ガンの下 に始 まった近代化の思想が、 日

本 より欧米の方が優 れていると考 える傾向を生み、 日本が 自信 と誇 りを失って しまった

ようだ。

「校内暴力」、「い じめ」、「引 きこもり」、「学級崩壊」、「モ ンス ターペアレン ト」 など

の社会問題 は日本で も深刻 の度を増 しているが、アメリカではすでに半世紀前か ら問題

となっていた。さ らに現在急速な経済発展を遂げてい る国々でも同様の問題が起 き始め

ている。

著者 らはこの点 に着眼 し、上の社会問題 と日本が大 きな影響 を受 けた と考え られる西

洋文明の物質的側面 との関連 を検証 し、それぞれの異 なった観点や分析 を開示 し、その

解決法 を模索 した結果が この論文である。今 回は、 アン ドウが論点を解説 し、宮川がそ

の論を展開 した前半部分 を提示 してい る。

宮川は 日本の社会問題の解決 を、欧米に見習 うだけでな く、 日本古来の精神文化の再

評価 を通 して 日本人であることに自信 と誇 りを取 り戻 し、現代社会に役立てる知恵 を自

らの文化の中に見出す ことによって独 自の問題解決を試みることを提案する。

これに対 してアン ドウは、上 の現象 は近代化の過程 でどうして も避 け られない もので、

日本固有の ものとは捉えがたいという観点か ら、次回の論集 においてその論 を展 開する。
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Introduction

Thispaperisanattempttobeginapolemiconthecausesandsolutionsto

Japan'scurrentsocialproblems.Theopposingviews,presentedintwoparts,examinethe

impactofmodernizationasmanifestedbytheJapanesepost-wareconomicmiracleofthe

1950'stothe1980'sandthe"lostdecade"ofthe1990'swhenitseconomicexpansioncame

toanimpasse.Inthispaper,Miyagawaprovidesacursorylookatthefirstview.The

writer'sperspectiveoftheconsequenceofmodernizationisthatwesternwaysofthinking

begantoinfluencethepeople'smentalityresultinginthelackofconfidenceinbeing

Japaneseaswellastheeventualdecayofspiritualtraditionsthatservedtoholdthesociety

together.Inotherwords,externalforcesintheformofwesternideologiesareseenasthe

mainimpetusofchangethattranspiredinJapanesesociety.Hence,thecallforrevisiting

andreevaluatingitsmoral,ethicalandspiritualtraditionstakescenterstageinthepossible

solutionstomanysocietalproblems.

Inthenextwriting,.Ando'sviewwillbeelaborated.Ando'sperspectivecon-

tendsthatthecurrentsocialproblemsareanaturalphenomenonofchangeinanygiven

society.Socialproblemstakeplaceasaby-productofasocietyintransition.Theyare

inherentofanorganicprocessofdevelopmentbroughtaboutbybothinternalandexternal

forcesinthemodernworld.InthecaseofJapan,thisviewrequiresacarefulexamination

ofitspeople,historyandthedifferentideologies,religionsandmoralcodeofconductthat

servedtostrengthenandsolidifythepowerofrulersinaparticularperiodpriortomodern-

ization.Italsodemandsathoroughlookattheroleofexternalforcesofmodernization

namelywesternideologiesthatdevelopintoaspecifickindofrelationshipwithjapan.The

realization,therefore,ofworkableandexplicitsolutionstoJapan'ssocialproblemscould

onlythenbeachieved.

Miyagawa'sPerspective

ModernizationversusSpirituality

ItiswidelyknownthatJapan'smodernizationstartedwithMeijiRestorationin

themid1800sbutislessknownthatthecountryhadtobethroughyetanotherwaveof

modernization,whichtookplacerightafterWorldWarII.

BothcasesofmodernizationweretriggeredbyWesternforceswhichwere
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commandingthedomineeringpoweracrosstheglobe.Atthebeginningofthemoderniza-

tioneffortofJapan,Westerninfluencewaslimitedtoscienceandtechnology.However,in

duecourse,WesternwaysofthinkingbegantoinfluencetheJapanesepeople'smentality.

WhathappenedasaresultwaslackofconfidenceinbeingJapaneseaswellasmoraland

spiritualdecay.

ResultsoftheBreakdownintheSpiritualTradition

Japaninitsmodernhistoryhasdemonstratedrapideconomicgrowthand

remarkabletechnologicalandscientificdevelopment.Asisthecasewithanyphenomena

inthisworld,Japan'smodernizationhasitsnegativesidewhichtakestheformofsocial

ills.Amongthemareschoolviolence,hikikomoyi,andclassroomanarchy,andtheyare

increasinginboththenumberandseriousness.

SchoolviolencefirstattractedsocialattentionwhenJapanwasenjoyingthe

economicboomfrom1960to1980.DuringthattimeJapanesepeoplerealizedthathigher

academicachievementswouldpromisebettersalaries.Asaresult,peoplebegantoseta

greatervalueontheacademiccareerthananyotherabilities.Thisinclinationofoverly

emphasizingeducationalqualificationsbroughtaboutthepracticeofallottingstudentstoa

percentilecalledhensachi.

Aspeoplebecomeheavilyconcernedabouthensachi,theybegintoregard

thosewithhighhensachiscoresascandidatesforasuccessintheworld,whilethosewith

lowscoresarelabeled"dumb"or"stupid."Theyareconsideredaslosers,nomatterhow

talentedinnon-academicfields.

Underthiscircumstance,frustrationandstressareaccumulatedinstudents

withbothhighandlowscores.High-achieversareunderpressurealwaysurgedtostrive

more,whereaslow-achieversareunderfrustrationbeingeitherdisdainedorignored.

Whentheirfrustrationreachesthesaturatedpoint,theyresorttoeitherviolenceortruan-

cy.Someendupinduels,violencetoteachers,anddestructionofclassroomandteaching

materials.Othersstartbullying.Therearealsosomewhoplaytruantordropout.Among

theseacts,thefirstandmostconspicuouswasschoolviolence.
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AccordingtothecriminalreportissuedbytheNationalPoliceAgencyfrom

1979to1981,thenumberofstudentsarrestedforschoolviolenceamountedto6,000in

1976,whichincreasedto9,000in1981.Eightypercentoftheseoffendersarejunior-high

students.Thisproblemwideneditsscopeandinlate1990sevenprimaryschoolsstarted

tohaveincidentsofthiskind.

Hikomoriorsocialwithdrawalattractedpublicattentionaboutadecadelater.

Afraidofschoolviolence,includingpsychologicaloffenseorbullying,somestudentsstop

goingtoschool.Someofthosewhoplayedtruantalsodropoutofschool.Iftheyabandon

themselvesandshutthemselvesintheirrooms,theywillbecategorizedashikikomori.

Thisphenomenoniselusiveanddifficulttograspbecausethemainsymptomiswithdraw-

ai.

AccordingtoShizuoMachizawa,psychiatristandspecialistinhikikornoyi,

hikikomoYiismainlycausedbyparents'excessiveexpectationandchildren'spassivityor

suppressionoftheirdesiresandambitions(Shiokura,2002).Preoccupiedwiththesocial

normthatvaluesonlyintellectualefficiencycalledhensachi,theseparentshavenoearsto

listentotheirchildrenbutsingle-mindedlyurgethemtostudy.

Thesechildren,ontheotherhand,wishingtobeacceptedbytheirparents,trytoliveup

theirparents'expectations.Whentheyfailintheireffort,theywithdrawthemselvesfrom

thesocietyandinextremecasesendupinkillingthemselves,killingtheirfamilymem-

hers,oraparentkillinghisorherhikikomoyichild.

Gakkyuhokaiorclassroomanarchystartedtoattractpublicattentionwhen

NHKbroadcastedadocumentaryunderthesametitlein1998.Sincethentheincidents

havebecomemorerampantandnowcanbeseenevenatanurseryschoollevel.

Thesedays,massmediaoftenmentionthecurrenttrendofnurseryschool

educationwhichurgesitsteacherstopraisemisbehavingpupilsasuniqueandoffensive

onesasactive.Althoughthismethodofeducationmayhavesomepositiveeffects,itsneg-

ativeeffects,includingpromptingchildren'smisbehavior,areprominent.

Thoselackingsocialmannerscarryovertheirattitudestoprimaryschool.As
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aresult,somewalkaroundtheclassroom,othersjumpondesks,andyetothersgoinand

outofclassroomduringaclasssession.Whenpupilsseetheirteacherincapableofcon-

trollingthemisbehavior,thewholeclassfollowsuitandtheclassfallsintoastateofanar-

chy.

Fortheissueofgakkyuhokai,specialistsarenowputtingtheblameonnotonly

previouslymentionednurseryschooleducationbutalsothelackoffamilyeducation.

Sinceafewyearsago,parentswhomakeself-centeredrequeststotheirchildren'steach-

ershavebeentormentingtheteachers.Thoseparents,despitetheirnegligenceoffamily

education,aresaidtobecausingteachers'psychologicalbreakdownaswellas

gakkyuhokai.

InSearchofaSolution

Theaboveexaminationrevealsthelackofmoralandspiritualtraditioninthe

currentJapanesesociety.TracingbacktherecenthistoryofJapan,werunintooneofthe

biggestevents,namelymodernization.

Japansucceededinitsattemptsinthefieldofscienceandtechnology,butwas

confusedculturally.TheconfusioncomesfromthefactthatJapanhadtotakeinforeign

ideologies,whichwereimposedbytheWest,withouthavingenoughtimetodigestand

takerootinthesociety.Thefollowingaresomeofthemainexamplesofthedifferencein

thoughtsbetweenJapanandtheWest.

OneofthemostsignificantdifferencesofWesternwayofthinkingfromthatof

Japanisthattheformerisanalyticalanddivisive,whilethelatterisenfoldingandinclu-

sive.Themosttypicalexampleoftheanalytical,divisiveWesternmindsetisscienceand

technology.Westernscienceandtechnologyhavedevelopedthroughphenomenalanaly-

sisanditslogicalexplanation.Thoseengagedinthesefieldshaveendeavoredtoexplain

worldphenomenabymeansofscience,whicheventuallyinflatedhumandesireofbring-

ingthephenomenalworldundercontrol.ThiskindofWesternattituderunscounterto

JapaneseworldviewnurturedbyShintoism.

TypifiedbytheShintoisticnotionofregardingnatureasthesacredabode,
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Japanesepeopletraditionallynurturethenotionoflivinginharmonywithnature.

However,inthecourseofmodernization,thisharmony-orientedmentalitygraduallygave

waytocompetitivewaysofthinkingamongJapanesepeople.

IdeologiesimposedbytheUnitedStatesintheformofpostwar-colonization

policyalsoaffectedJapanesementality.Havingbeenmadetodemolishallthestories

aboutJapanesehistoricheroesandreplacingallthetextbooksontraditionalmoralsand

ethicswiththoseofdemocracy,liberalismandindividualism,Japanhasbeensuffering

fromsocialandculturalconfusion.

Fairandequaltreatmentofeveryoneadvocatedbydemocracywasinterpreted

asthenegationofhierarchicalsocialsystemandbroughtthecustomarypracticeof

respectingforotherstoanend.Liberalismwasinterpretedasfreedomtodoanything

withoutconsiderationtoothers.Individualismwasinterpretedastherighttomake

decisionsirrespectiveofcircumstances.

ThusthetraditionalConfuciusvaluesofrespectfultoelders,considerateof

others,.andpoliteinmannersgavewaytonon-respectful,self-centered,andwillfulatti-

tudes.Buddhistteachingofnon-attachmenttodesire,whichisthesourceofsuffering,

wasignoredinpursuitofmaterialwealth.Tosumup,Japanhaslosttouchwiththeval-

uesofconsideration,benevolence,harmony,appreciationofdivineprotection,composure

insightofcalamity,andreadinesstorenderselflessserviceforsomethingbiggerthanthe

individualselfinanefforttoadaptWesternideologiesofautonomy,humanrights,democ-

racy,liberalism,andindividualism.Worsethanall,inpursuitofWesternscienceandtech-

nology,Japanhaslostprideandconfidenceinnotbeing"Western."

The _aboveimpliesthatJapancanwinbackitsconfidencebyreevaluatingits

moral,ethical,andspiritualtradition.Thesocietyhaschanged,andpeoplemayfindsome

ofthetraditiontooobsolete.Atthesametime,thereareideasandteachingsthatgive

inspirationtosolvecurrentsocialills.ItisforJapantore-examinewhatitgainedandwhat

itlostinthecourseofmodernization.

Therecuperationwillrequireeffortofeachindividual,butasthesayinggoes,

"Godhelpsthosewhohelpthemsel
ves."Withoutexcludingforeignideas,Japanwillhave
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tomakethebestuseofitsinclusivenatureandfindthebalancebetweentheEastandthe

Westtobecomehealthyandhappy.
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