
SomeAspectsofPresent

BlackEnglishinNewYork

HiroshiOtsuki

Wemayapplythetermdialecttothespeechofanygroup,Iiitlitteclsociallyor

geographically,whichhascertainlanguagehabitsincommon,enoughsothatthere

isanappearanceofhomogeneitywithinthegroupandanappearanceofdifference

fromothergroups.①WhenwestudytheEnglislllanguageillAmerica,wemayfind

thelanguagehabitsofmanyminoritygroupincludingmostblacks,Indians,

Chinese,MexicansandPuertoRicans.Thereasonisthattheyhaveremainedmore

orlesssociallyostracizedandforrnedtheirowncomunities.Itissaidthatthemost

interestingandimportantdivisionwithinAmericanEnglishiswhatseparatsthe

speechofmanyblacksfromthespeechofmostwhites.r'"Thereforeitisinteresting

andusefulforustoknowtheparticularfeaturesthatoftensetthelanguageofblack

citizensapartfromthatoftheirwhitefellowones.131ackEnglish,theEnglish

languageusedbymanyblackpeopleintheUnitedStates,isdiffinedinDictionaryof

NewEnglish(1973)asfollows二

BlackEnglish,adialectofEnglishspokenbymanyAmericanBlacks.Black

Englishoriginatedinthesouthbutis110Walsousedinnortherncities.Itis

distinguishedbyspecialpronunciation,intonations,vocabularyandalsogrammati-

calorsyntacticstructure(asbytheuseofadditionalpresent-tenseforlns:I

work,Iamworking,Iheworking,Iaworking,Ibea-working).Alsocalled

Afro-Americanese.

InwhatrespectsisblackEnglishdifferentfromgeneralstandardEnglish?This

reportisanattempttodescribesomeoftheoutstandingfeaturesofthepresentblack

EnglishorsomeofthewaysinwhichthespeechofmanyblackAmericansdiffers

fromthatoftheirwhitefellows.itisdesirableandidealthat.thelinguisticdata

shouldbethelivingblackEnglishofthepresentday.But.wedonothaveany

chancetohearEnglishofblackpeoplewhoacquireditIIItheirchildhoodandhave

useditintheireverydaylife.Onlyliteraryworksareavailableasthelinguistic

data.Inthissurveynaturallywemustusetheliteraryworkwhichrepresentsthe

livingblackEnglishasitis.ThenovelManchildintheProyrcisedLandwrittenby

ClaudeBrownin1965isusedasthelinguisticdata.Inthenovelthefollowing

commentsfromTheNewYorkTimesBookReviewandAtlanticJournalcanbefound

respectively:"ltiswrittenwithbrutalandunvanishedhonestyintheplaintalk

ofpeople,inlanguagethatisfierce,uproarious,obsceneandtender...."and"He
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writesabouthislifeandHarlemwithfrank,brutalandbeautifulpower."This

novelistheautobiographyoftheyoungblackwhogrewinHarlem.Thecharacters

aresonsanddaughtersofformerSouthernsharecroppers.'Thusthisnovelseems

tobesuitabletoinvestigatetheblackspeechinnortherncities.1'hetypicalblack

Englishmaybefoundintheportionoftheconversation.

Theauthorhardlyuses`eye-dialect'devices,suchquasi-phoneticrespellingsas

fetherforfeather,binforbeen,tho'forthroughandsoon.`Eye-dialect'devices,the

frequentuseofwhichcausesdifficultiestogeneralreaders,areoftenusedtoexagerate

therusticspeechofthecharactersbymanyauthors.ForexampleJoelChandler

Harrisused`eye-dialect'inhisnovelstoidentifythecharactersasmembersofdifferent

socialgroups.ThebestknownofalldialectswhichHarrisusedisthedialectof

blackpeopleintheUncleRemusstories.Summerlves ,criticizedHarris'suseofneglo

dialectinthepaper,`DialectDifferentiationintheStoriesofJoelChanderHarris,'●

ActuallythefieldrecordsoftheLinguisticAtlas,asidefromaveryfew

Gullahrecords,showhardlyanyusagesinNegrospeechwhichcannotalsobe

foundinrusticwhitespeech,Andtherearemanysimilaritiesinusageas

Harriswrotethedialects.However,thepeculiarityofhisNegrospeech....

consistsinthegreaterdensityofnonstandardforms,andinthefactthatthe

nonstandarditemsinclude,ingreaternumber,featureswhichareassociated

withSouthernplantationspeechratherthanwithSouthernmo叩tainspeech.

SincethesamefeaturescanactuallybefoundinthespeechofbothNegroand

rusticwhite,Harriscouldmorejustlybeaccusedofexaggeratingtheactual

differencethanoffailingtoindicateit.

Thenove】,ルlanchildinthePromisedLand,canbesaidtherecordofthelively

negrospeech.Thereisnodoubtwhetherthelanguageusedintheliteraryworkis

representedasitis.Usingthenovelasthelinguisticdata,wetrytodescribesome

oftheoutstandingfeaturesofblackEnglish.Forhowerergreatlythepronunciation

ofblackEnglishspeakersmay.divergefromthatofstandardEnglishspeaker,itis

grammarratherthanpronunciationthatseemstodistinguishthedialectmostsharply.

TheexpressionsquotedasthelinguisticdataaretakenfromSignetBookeditionof

ルlanchildinthePromisedLandpublishedfromtheNewAmericanLibrary.The

numberinparenthesisaftereachexampleindicatesthatofthepageinthenovel.

Thefollowingabbrebiationsindicatetheauthoritieswhichweusetopresentanaccount

ofgrammarandusage.

CAU… …Current.んnerican乙TsagebyM.Bryant,1962

EBW・ ・・…EnglishinBlackandWhitebyR.Burling,1973

Evans・ ・・…ADictionaryofContemporaryAmericanUsagebyB.EvansandC.Evans,

1957

GCE・ ・・…AGrammarofContemporaryEnglishbyR.Quirk,S.Greenbaum,G.Leech

andJ.Svartvik,1972

Gendai・ ・・…GendaiBeigoBumpobyM.Onoue,1957
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Glossary・ ・・…AGIossaryforCollegeEnglishbyM.StevensandL.Hegel,1966

1ndex・ ・・…Writer'sGuideandIndextoEnglishbyY.Perrin,1965

Long__TheSentenceandttSPartbyR.Long,1961

Syntax・ ・・…SyntaxbyG.Currne,1931

1.NounandPronoun

1--1Y'llasyouall

Y∂uα 〃,oftenruntogetherasonewordandpronounced〈jol>,isanacceptedand

respectablepluralofyou,usingbytheeducatedanduneducatedthroughouttheSouth

andtheSouthMidland.Youallmayheaddressedtooneperson,butincludesthe

ideaofothers,as`Youallcomeovertogether',meaningthepersonandhisfamilyare

invited.(CAU)ButinliteraryEnglishthepluralcannotbeshownexceptbyadding

someotherwords,asinyouladies,youpeople.(Evans)Theform,yawl,isusedin

blackEnglishofWilliamFaulkner'sworks.

Son,peoplewasgittin'tired・aプ 〃stealin'alldeysheetsandspreads.(11)

Iwantall.ay'allIwanteverylivin'assheretohearit.(140)

Y'alljustkeephimaroundhereandkeeplistenin'toallthatbullshit.{388)

1--2Redundantuseofnominative

Itisquitecommoninspeechandoccasionallyappearsinwritingforemphasis.

Butitshouldbeavoidedinwritingbutfoi-verygoodreason.(lndex)Manyblack

speakersmadefrequentuseofa"doublesubject":`John,helivesinNewYork.'

Standardspeakersoftenusethisconstruction,butusuallyonlywhenthefirstsubject

isverylong:`TheladyIsawyesterdaycarryingthingsupthestairsfortheman,

sheisgoingnow.'(EBW)

ノq〃 げus,believeitornot,ω8wereniceguys.(371)

Lou,anyonewhowearsaturned-aroundcollar,theymakeinekindofskeptical.

(391)

Ifeelifthere'soneniggerouthereonthestreetwhoIowesomethin'to,one

niggerIshouldgivemylifefor,rnan,it'syou.(77}

1-3Useofobjectivecasefornominative

Thenominativecaseshouldbeusedwhenthewordisstandinginaposition

appropriatetothesubjectofaverb.`Hirnandmewerethere'isaccordinglyunac-

ceptable.Butinunusualconstruction,wherethesubjectisoutofitsnaturalplace,

theobjectivecaseisacceptable,ashimin`therewillonlybehimleft.'(Evans)
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ThenButchandonecangetinit.{14)

Like,myfathertoo,andmeandthiscatcan'tmakeit.(126)

ル7eandthiscathavegotsomethinggoing,somethingstronggoing.(172)

1-40missionofsubject

Thesubjects,1,youanditareoftenomittedwhentheyneednotberefferred.

Thenexttimeshesayit,(1)punchhuhinhuhmont'realhardandshe

won'tsayitnomore.(43)

Ifyoujustwanttodie,why(doyou)bothertogoouthereanddoitinthe

nameoffreedom?(341)

(lt)Seemlikenobodycan'tmakehimunderstand.(40)

1-5Useof痂8か8ε'ひ θ8

Apossessivepronounisoftenheard,asinhisselfandtheirselves.Thesewereonce

acceptableformsbuttheyhavenotbeenstandardformorethanfivehundredyears.

(Evans}Theseareinnonstandardusages(CAU}

Somebodyhadtokillthem,iftheydidn'tkilltheirselves.(288)

Isupposetheyjustmightaswellgoaheadandusetoomuchofthatstuffand

killtheirselves....(288)

1--6Agreement

1-6-1Peoplewithsingularverb

Theword,people,isoftenusedwithasingularformofaverb.

Allthosesanctifiedpeopleisjustabunchofoldhypocritesandnoneof'emain't

abitmoresavednobodyelse.(25)

TheygotsomeWestIndianpeoplearoundherewhoisevilenoughtodoany-

thingtoanybody.(40)

Iknowthat,butsomewhitepeopleiscrackersandsomeadensisJews,and

Mr.GoldmanisaJew.(44}

1-6-2We,you,theywithsingujarverb

Thepersonalpronouns,we,youandthey,areoftenusedwithasingularformofa

verb.

Allthoseyears,man,wewasdownontheplantationinthoseshacks,eating

justpotatoesandfatbackandchitterlin'sandgreens,andlookatwhat

happened.(171)

Youwasn'homeforlastChristmas.(61)

Theyain'tthekindacrackersyoubuyinthecandystore,isthey?(44)
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I'lltellyouwhattheyis.(44)

2.Verb

2-11nflectionofverb

2-1--1Finaltanddweakenedorlost

Finaltanddaresometimesweakenedorlostinthespeechofblackpeople.

(EBW)

WhatItoleyouaboutsassin'olepeople?(27)

2--1-21rregularverbschangedintoregularverbs

Suchstrongverbsasgrow,throw,teachhavebecomeweakverbs.

Itlookslikeyougroomedalittlebit.(54)

Well,theythrowedhimouttathatschoolrightafterthat.(42)

Sonny,whotedchedyouhowtoworkroots?(43)

2-2Dativeofinterest

Theoldshortform,thatis,thepersonalpronouninsteadofthereflexive,isstill,

especiallyincolloquialspeech,oftenusedinthefirstandsecondpersonsinsteadof

thelongliteraryform:`Iboughtme(ormyself)anewhat.'(Syntax)Theuseof

dativeofinterestissomewhatdialectal.(Gendai)

・・・…andIhavetogetmeapiano17ecauseIwanttoplaylikethat .{226)

Iwanttofindrrceaplacetoo.(246)

Iwanttohavemearefrigeraterthat'salwaysfulloffood,youknow?(247)

2-3Presenttense

2-3-10missionofthirdpersonsingular-s

AccordingtoEBW,manyblackspeakerslackthethirdpersonsingularsuffix

entirely.AndSyntaxtellsusthatthisusageiscommoninAmericanNegrodialect,

exemplifying`Gawdalwayslub(forloves)derighteous"(DuBoseHeyward.Porgy)

Sumpingottabewrongwiththeboy,'causenobodyinmyfamilystealandlie

thewayhedo.(40)

Hisdaddypreachtohim,heyellathiiri,hebeatsobadsometimes....(4d)

Abouttheuseof伽"illsteadofdoesn'彦EBWtellsusthatmanynonstandard

speakers,blackandwhite,usedon'tratherthandoesn'twiththirdpersonsingular

subjects.

Itwasn'tnostrokethatmakesGrandpawalkthewayhedo.(50)
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Whydon'thetakesomeofthatreligionanduseit

lessmeanandstopkillingallthosepeople ....(332}

himself,tomakehimself

2-3-2Useofgot

IncolloquialEnglishhaveandhasareomitted .Thisistheexampleofobscuration

tothepointofinaudibility.Thatis,childrenandotherslearningthelanguagefailto

heartheslight'veandthereforedonotpronounceit.Forinstance,in`you'vegot

powers'<juvgot'pauo>,the〈v>islikelytobesoreducedthatitremainsunheard.

Therefore`Yougotpowers'results.{CAU)ThisisacceptablespokenEnglishin

America,thoughitisnotacceptablewrittenEnglish.Thatis ,`wegottime'and

'
wegottogonow'maybeheard,buttheyshouldnotbeseen .(Evans)

a)Gotisusedashavegotorhasgot

Thatmangotthedevilinhim.(25)

TheygotsomeWestIndianpeoplearoundherewhoisevilenoughtodo

anythingtoanybody.(40)

b)Gottaisusedashavegottoorhasgotto

Child,youjustgottapray,youjustgottaprayandtrustintheLord .(25}

Sumpingottabewrongwiththeboy,'causenobodyinmyfamilystealandlie

thewayhedo.(40)

2--3--3Useofzerocopula

FewEnglishspeakershesitatetosay`whereyougoing'or`whatyoudoing'(or

even`whatchaJoin")whenspeakingrapidlyandundertheinformalsituation .The

differencebetweenstandardandnonstandardEnglishisthatnonstandardspeakers

deletemoreoftenandunderamuchwiderrangeofcircumstances.Asaresultsuch

as`hegoingnow,'`theyalittlelate,'and`youaman'arecommonamongnonstandard

blackspeakers.(EBM)Theomissionofb

FullContracted

(Standardformal)(Standardinformal)

Youareaman.You'reaman.

Theyarealittlelate.Theゾrealittlelate.

Lookhere,yousimple-actin'nigger,

witme.{96)

1'mgladyou

Yeah,justtill'

(are)here.{129)

emallIsaid(is)

Idon'tevenwanttoknowwhere

everboccursalmostinthepresenttense .

youbettertrytobecool,

Deleted

(Nonstandard)

Youaman.

Theyalittlelate.

cause

good-bye.(132)

they(arのat,nothin'.(247)

you(are)

2-4Pasttense:Useofdoneasanintensifier

Theuseofdone,whichmaymeanalreadyarmaysimplyaddemphasis ,isgenerally
excludedfromstandardspeech.(EBW)Oneexampleisfoundinthenovel .
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Sheusetobuyhislunchforhimwhenhewentlyin'toheraboutbein'hungry

afterhedonespendhislunchmoneyonsomeolefoolishness.(42)

ButSyntaxtellsusthattheattractionoftheinfinitiveintothepasttensetakes

Placeafterthepasttensedone.ItshowsthequotationfromNightsω 勧 乙TncleRerrcus

byJoelchandlerHarris:`Tain'tsomightlongsenceIdonetole(insteadoftell)you

`boutoleMr
.BenjerminRam.'Moreexamplesarefoundinthenovel.Alsosee

2-5-2

Mayhedonedidsumpintooneathosekidsandtheypeoplefoundout

aboutit....(40)

IcametofindoutthisNegrodonetooksomelittlehigh-yallergirlinthecloset

oneday.(41)

Man,howmanytimesIdonetoldyouitain'tnoboogeyman.(43)

2-5Perfecttense

2-5-10missionofhave,加 ∫(Aux.have,hds→ φ)

Auxiliary,have,isoftenomitted.

....thatboymust(havのbeenborllwiththedevillnhim.(21)

Look,K.B.,1(havのbeentellin'yotteversinceIcamehere,ifyouwantto

gitouttathisplace.(150)

How(havのyoubeen,manPOkay.How(have)youbeen?(243)

2-5-2Useofredundantdone

Innonstandardspeech,thepastparticipledoneoccursasasupperfluousauxiliary

`1'vedonetoldyouallI'mgointotellyou
.'{CAU)ThefollowingaccountinSyntax

isavailable.

Thedo-formoftheverbisnowusedonlyinthepresentandthepasttense,

butinearlyModernEnglishitwassometimesemployedalsointhepresent

perfectandthepastperfect,especiallyinScotland:`asIaforehavedonediscus'

(Lauder,Tractate,340,A.D.1556)=havediscussed.Theinfinitivefollowing

thepastparticipledonewassometimesattractedintotheformofthepast

participle:....,`ThayarWolfisandToddis,quha.,..haveviolentliedone

brokin(insteadofbreak)thedykoftheScheipfald'(Borne,Disput.,78,V,

A.D.1581)=`Theyarewolvesandfoxeswhohaveviolentlybrokenthewallof

thesheepfield.'Bothformofthisconstructionarestillfoundinpopularsouthern

AmericanEnglish:`1〔have〕doneto〃you`boutBrerRabbitmakin'`imasteeple'

(JoelChandlerHarris,NightswithUncleRemus,p.97)....`1'vedonefound

(insteadoffind}it'(MargaretPrescottMontague,UpEelRiver,p.182}

Thepastparticipleresultingfromattractionisnowmuchmorecommonthan

theolderinfinitiveform.

Wehaveoneexampleusingsnorecommonform,`have-}-done十pastparticiple.'
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....'causemypoorchildwauldadonebeenlynched,rightuphereinNew

York.(41)

2-5-3Useofdonegone

Wecanfindtheexampleofdonegone.Thisconstructionshouldbehavedonegone,

aswehaveexaminedin2-5--1and2-5-2.Intheexampledonegonemayimplybe

sillyenoughtodo.AccordingtoIndex,goandisspokenformofemphasis:`Goand

tryityourself'(noactualmovementmeant),`Shewentandshotthebearherself.'

Theseareprimarilyoralexpressions,buttheyareappropriateinsomeinformaland

generalwriting.

Thenextday,oreventhenextminute,thatlyin'Negrodonegoneanddidit

againandgotamouthfulaliewhenhegitcaught.(40)

2-6Futuretense

2-6-10missionofwill,shall(Aux.戯 〃,sha〃 → φ)

Willandshallarecontractedto'll,andmanyblackpeoplecangofurtherand

omittheremaining'llaswell.(BEW)Gonandgonnaaremainlyusedinthe

novelwhenindicatingthefuturetense.

WegodowntowncomeFridayandSaturdaynight.(330)

Ikeeptellingyou,he'saminister,notapreacher.{392)

2-6-2Useofgon(orgonna)forgoingto

Phrasesbasedupongoingtoareverycommonamongblacknonstandardspeakers,

buttheyareoftenpronouncedinanabbriviatedway.{EBW)

a)Gonforgoingto

Boy,sometimes,Igitthefeelin'youain'tgonneverstayinghomenomore.

(61)

Sonny,ifIeveragam,aslongasIlive,hearaboutyouusin'drugs,1'mgon

killyou.(112)

b)Gonnaforgoingto

Iftheydon'letmeouttathisplace,1'mgonnagocrazy.(105)

Idon'tthinkanybodyisgonnamakeitfartherthanFloydPattersonhas

madeit.(174)

2-6-3Useofgon(orgonna)forbegoingto

Blacknonstandardspeakersusesomeoftheabbreviation.`Heisgoingtogo'can

beabbreviatedinvariouswayuntilitmayfinallysoundsomethinglike`hegon'go.'

(EBW)

a)gonforbegoingto

Hegotonemoretimetokickmyassandwegongotowar,andsomebodyin
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thathouseisgonnadie.(126)

...,ifyougonbeagoodhtlstler,man,yougottoknowsomethin'about

arithmeticandbusiness.(179)

b)gonnaforbegoingto

IknowonethingifIdon'tgitthatboyouttaNewYorksoon ,myhail-gonna

begraybeforeIgetthirtyyearsold .(40}

Whenyougonnaworksomeonsomebody?(43)

wecanfindanexampleusingm'ainsteadofgonorgonna .EBWgivesaccountof

theuseofm'aasfollows:

Whitespeakerswhothinkoftheirownspeechasstandardoftenabbreviatethis

expressionagooddealwhentheyspeakinarelaxedmanner .Theymaysay

suchthingsas1'mgo加'togo,1'mgonnago,orevenIngnago,inwhichall

thatremainsofamgoingtoaretwobriefnasalconsonants .Blacknonstandard

speakersusesomeofthesesameabbreviations,buttheysometimesuseothers

aswell:1'manago,1'mnago,or,atitssimplest,1'm-ago.

Thefollowingistheexample.

Begoodor1'm'akillyou.{45)

2-7Progressivetense

2-7-10missionofbeverb(Am,2S,are→ φ)

Blacknonstandardspeakersuseprogressivetensefreely,butsincetheytendtoomit

beverb,thistensemaytakeonasuperficialappearancesomewhatdifferentfrom

thatofstandardEnglish.Evenwhenisorareisomitted,the-ingsuffix(ofteEl

pronouncedin')indicatestheprogressivetense.(EBW)

Man,younotgivin'usanotherchance.Yougivin'usthesamechancewe

hadbefore.(123)

Sonny,yougottostayawayfromthemgrayboysandthemgrayteachers,

because,like,theystealin'your°soul,man.(232)

2-7-2Formsofbebeingandbehaving.

ThefollowingaccountisseeninGCE

Whenverbseitherhabituallyorincertaincasewillnotadmittheprogressive,

theyarecalledSTATIVE.Whentheywilladmitit,theyarecalledDYNAMIC.

Itisnormalforverbstobedynamicandeventheminoritythatarealmost

alwaysstativecanusuallyhegivenadynamicuseoiioccassion.HAVEand

BEcanbeusedeitherway.

John{轡g}:欝({`isexperiencing'`
possesses'))
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1isbeingagoodgirltoday.{`isbehavingwell's
Mary

lisagoodgirl.(`isbynatureagoodgirl'}

(Anasteriskindicatesanunacceptablestructure.)

Wecanfindthefollowingunacceptablesentencesinthenovel.

Claude,oh,you'rejustbeingtoopessimisticaboutit.(128)

Yeah,Mamayoualwayshavin'somekindafeelin's.(129}

They'rehavingGoldie'sfuneralTuesdaynight.(212)

2-8Tensesystem

ApartofthetensesystemofblackEnglishcanbesummerizedasfollows.These

formsareseeninthelinguisticdataofthissurvey.Ofcoursemanyformsonthis

chartareidenticaltostandardEnglish.Anyonewho,incharacterizingblackEnglish,

eliminatesthesentencesthathappentobeidenticaltostandard,makesgreatmistakes

onblackEnglish.Manyofnonstandardformsinthischartareusedamongwhites,

too.WefindthatthetensesystemofblackEnglishisnotsomuchdifferentfrom

thatofwhiteone.Theformsinparenthsesarenotseeninthenovolbutaccording

toEBWtheyareusedamongblackpeople.

Present

Positive Negative

Youwork

d°n't

Youdon'

(ain't)トk

w°rkH
e
works

Presentprogressive

are

You'reworkin'

Past

i

d°esn't

don'tH
e._work

l(don'ain't)1

Y・・{盟t}w・ ・kin'

Question

D°

youwork

Doeshework?

w°rks
He

work

Are

i

Youdoneworked
didn't

Youdidn'work

ain't

youworkin'?

Didyouwork?

Youworked?

Presentperfect

willfuture

iouY
ve

'vedoneworked (haven'tlY
ouj}worked
ain't1

('lilY
ouj
`}work

Youwantwork

1
掘謄1s
g

g:藍・・ 「

Have1

Jryouworked?

Goingtofuture

1
!

worklYouain't

ll

g°nnal}
work

gonll

Yougonnawork?

A・ey・u{g°nna

gon}w・ ・k?
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2-91nterrogativesentence

2-9-1Yes-noquestion

Aninterrogativesentenceismadeinrapidcolloquialconversationsimplybychanging

theintonationofthesentence.Inverycolloquialspeechbothstandardandnonstandard

speakerssometimesomittheauxiliaryentirely:'Yougoing?'`Wedoneenough?'Black

nonstandardEnglishhardlydiffersfromstandardinformalEnglishinitsformationof

simplequestionsexceptthatitomitsauxiliariesmoreeasilyandmoreoften.(EBW)

Soldier,youinterestedinsomeniceyounggirls?(lfil)

Youtryin'tocommitsuicideorsomethin'?(272)

Youreallysoldonthatthing,huh?(301)

2--9-2Wh-question

Theomissionofauxiliariesin励.questiollisoftenseeninthenovel。Wecan

findthatblackspeakesoftenomitauxiliariesinthequestion.Thefollowingaccount

isgivenfromEBW.

ManyblackEnglishspeakers,moreover,areabletoomitthedoordidthatis

oftenrequiredinstandardEnglishquestionsasawayofmarkingtheflip-flap.

Asaresult,theseblackEnglishspeakersnotonlyproducesentencesidenticalto

thoseofstandardEnglish,butalsoothersofthesamemeaningwhichdeviate

fromstandard.

Whydotheylistentome?Whytheylistentome?

Wheredidtheygo?Wheretheygo?

Inthiscase,wherethestandardEnglishrulesarerelativelyrigid(they

alwaysrequiredtheflip-flopandsometimesrequiretheintroductionofdo),

blackEnglishallowsmorefreedom.

Yeah.So,whatyouwanttoaskme,Danny?(170)

Whatyougatinthebriefcase,man?(301)

Nowhowmanytimessomebedygottotearhisasstoshowyouthathe'snot

gonto?(386)

2--10Negation

2-1d-1Useofain't

Ain'tisthecontractionofamnot,arenot,isnot,hasnotandhavenot(present

tenseinallthreepersons,singularandplural)innonstandardspeech.Butmost

standardspeakersavoiditexceptinveryinformalsituation,thatis,intheirfamily

oramongtheirintimatefriends.CAUgivesusaninterestingaccountof¢in'twhich

isusedforamnot.

AccordingtoonestudyofLinguisticAtlas{Malmoston),inthecontext"Iam

notgoingtohurthim,"ain'tpracticallyneveroccursinthespeechoftypeIII

(usuallywithfouryearsofcollegeeducation)informantsintheEast,1'mnot
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isthepreferredform.IntypeII{thosewithatfeastsomesecondaryeducation)

speech,however,ain'toccursoften,from25°OoftimeintheUpperMidwest

toabout80°oinNorthCarolinaandVirginia .

Thusain'sisLessusedamongpeoplewhohaverecievedhighereducation .Ain'tis

usedbythewritersoffictionor ,dramatomarkacharacterasuneducatedorself-made.

Formanynonstandardspeakers ,bothblackandwhite,constructionswithnotoften

resultinain't.

Soyouain'tbeengoin'toschool,huh?(68)

Theboyain'tnogood;heain'tneverbeennogood,andheain'tnevergonna

benogood.(152)

2-10-2Useofain'tforthereis(orare)not

Ain'tisoftenusedforthereis(ordre)not,followinganegativepronoun.

Shit,ain'tnobodygonbesendin'nodamnsnowplowsuptoEighthAvenueand

145thstreet.(199)

Mama,ain'tnobodytalkie'abouthimgoin'outofheregettin'intosome

trouble,(288)

Lord,Isuredon'tknowwherethatboycouldbe,butIsurehopedintnothin

happenedtohim.{407)

2-10-3Useofain'tfordidn't

Didismoreoftencontractedtoain'tbyblackspeakersthanwhiteones .(EBW)

Lord,Ishohopenobodyain'tworknorootsonmychild.{40)

2-10-4Doublenegative

Thecombinationofanegativeverb(isnot,donot,havenot,etc.)withanegative

pronoun(nobody,none,etc.),anegativeadverb(hardly,scarecely,etc.)oranegative

connective(neither,nor.etc.)isadoublenegative.Adoublenegativeconstruction,
`Idon'tdonothing'isanemphaticdenialandnoonewhospeaksEnglishcanmis-

understandit.(Evans)Butthisconstructionisoneofthemostseverelydespised

onesofEnglish.Afterhearingadoublenegativeconstruction,manyAmericans

concludethatthespeakerlackseducatiouandrefinement.(EBW)AccordingtoCAU

thecombinationofanegativeverbwithanegativepronounorwithanegative

connective,suchasentenceas`Icouldn'tseenothing,'isnonstandard,butapseudo-

doublenegativecontractions,thatis,thecombinationofanegativeverbwitha

negativeadverb,suchas`Icoundn'tscarcelyseeit,'isstandardusageinspeechand

writing.

Inevergaveamannomoneyinmylife.(38)

Someofhisteachersevensaidhewassmartindoinghisschoolworkand

whenhewasn'tbotherin'nobody.(42)
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2-10-5'Tripleandquadroplenegatives

Inthepast,(double),triple,quadroplenegativeswereacceptable.Buttheseare

nonstandardEnglish.Manyexamplesareseeninthenovel,

....nobodydon'tsee'emnomore.(43)

Idon'twanttoknownothin'nomore(317)

Iain'tgotnotimetobegoin'noplacecomplainin'aboutnothin.'(=Idon'thave

anytimeandanyplacetogotoandanythingtocomplainabout.)(282)

2--110missionofto

2-11-1Adverbialinfinitivewithoutto

Aninfinitivewithouttoisoftenused,espeiallyaftergoandlet.
"1'h
enexttlmesomebodytellyoutheboogeymanissomeplace,gityouabig

stickandgoseehim.(44)

AccordingtoLong,bareinfinitive,occursafterlet'sinstandardinformalstyle.He

showsusthefollowingexamples:`Let'sdogotoseehim,'`bet'sdon'tsaynothing.'

Union,man,let'sgostealsomethin'1(127)

Comeon,Turk,let'sgogitsomesheets,gitsomemoneyand...(130)

2-11-2Predicateinfinitivewithoutto

Aprepositionalinfinitiveusedafterthecopulaisoftenomitted.

AllIwantyouisjustleavemealone.(132)

Ifyoureallythinkyou'refree,man,allyougottodoisgotojail

(329)

Man,thefirstthingwegottodoisstopbuyinganythingbutthe

fromthewhiteman(331)

onetune.

necessities

2--i2Agreementoftenseindirectspeech

Whenaverbofamainclauseisinthepastorpastperfecttense,averbina

dependentclauseshouldhealsopast.Butthisruleisinfringedwhenonewantsto

makethedependentclauseemphasizedorconspicuous.Manysentenceswhichinfringe

therulearefoundinthenovel.ThereforeitmayhecharacteristicofblackEnglish

thatthetenseshiftisdisregarded.

Itmightybeenthathejustdon'knowhowtotalkregularpeople.(42)

So璽my,MaggiesaidtheygotsnakesdowllSouthandtheybi彦epeopleand

peoplediewhensnakesbite'em.(43)

MamasaidtheboogeymanC伽 θ∫aroundatnightwitabigburlapsackalld

Bitsallbadkidsandputinthatburlapsuckandnobodydon'tsee'emno

snore.(43)
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2-13Auxiliaryverb:Omissionofhadinhadbetter

Theassimilationofthedofyou'dbythebofbetterhasresultedintheinformal

constructionwithouthad.(lndex)Bothforms,'dbetterandbetteroccurininformal

English.(CAU)

...,itlookslikeit'sawhitebaby....Iknowonethingthatbabybetterstart

lookin'coloredbeforeyourhusbandseehim.(39)

Man,youbetternotcomedownhereanymore,'causeI'mgonkickyourass.

(268)-

Youjustbetterstayawayfromthosewhitegirls.(355)

3.AdjectiveandAdverb

3--1Formofcomparativeform

Suchnonstandardformsasgooderandbadder,whichwereusedfrom14thto18th

century,areseeninthenovel.

Ididn'tgitnogooder;IevengotbaddarthanIwasthen.(44)

Yeah,he'sgottenbiggerandbaddar .(254}

3-2Useofadjectivefor-adverb

Adjectivesareoftenusedforadverbsininformaloi-nonstandardEnglishwhen

sentencesareshortandsomewhatemotional.AccordingtoIndex ,thelevelsof

adverbialuseofsure,real,easyarefollowing.Sureinsteadofsurelyisinformaland

wouldnotordinarilybewritten.Realforreallyoccursinnonstandardusage;easy

foreasilyinspeechandinformalwriting .

hatepeoplesuredosomedamnedfoolthings.(93)

Yeah,man.Niggersmustberealstrongpeoplewhojustcan'tbekeptdown.

(i7i)

Youngpeopledon'tdiethateasy,Mama.(414)

He'sdoin'fine,main,asfarasIknow.(306)

3--3Useofthis,thatanddeadasintensifiers

AccordingtoInl斗ex,adverbial'乃a'isgeneralEnglish.Wecallsaythat

intensifiersasthis,that,deadareusedintheinformalsituation .

Ifyougonstartrunnin'thisearly,you'betterbegoodatit ,'cause

probablygonberennin'allyourlife.(268)

Cigarettesaren'tthatexpensive.{368}

CarolesaidGodgonstrikeDaddydeadifhedon'tstopbeingsomeantous.
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WehavesurveyedthepresentspeechofblackpeopleinNewYork,usingthe

literarywork.Wecannotfindthattheirspeechissomuchdifterentfromthatof

whitefellowcitizensandthatwecancalltheirspeech`neglodialect.'Manyfeatures

oftheirspeechcanbeseenamongwhitepeopleandarelabelled'colloquialism'or

'slang'inthegrammarsanddictionaries
.ThedifferenceofBlackEnglishfrom

generalstandardEnglishseemstobeoftentooexageratedasW.Edwardcriticizes.

Hepinpointsanumberofmisconceptionswhichhavepersistedamongeducatedpeople

asfollows,o

Othermisconceptionsconcerningso-calledNegrodialectpertainespeciallyto

vocabulary,grammar,andpronunciation.Thedifferencesbetweenthevocabulary

andthegrammarofthisdialectandthoseofgeneralAmericanEnglishhave

longbeenmuchmoreimaginarythanreal.Eversomanyofthewordsand

locutionsandmostofthesubstandardgrammarwhichhavebeensaidtobe

characteristicofNegrodialecthavebeencurrentatonetimeoranotherin

almosteverysectionoftheUnitedStates,includingareasinwhichthenumber

ofNegroeshasalwaysbeenincomparablysmall.Thisfactissupportedbythe

numerouswordlistswhichhavebeenpublishedinDialectNotessince1900

andbymanyarticleswhichhaveappearedinAmericanSpeechsinceitsbeginning

in1925.

BlackEnglishwhichisseeninthenove1ルfanchildinthePromisedLandmaybe

heardeverywheveamongblackpeoplewhohavereceivededucation.Thismaybe

whatiscalled'remedialEnglish,'whichblackchildrenlearnintheschooltoremedy

theirlanguagehabitsthattheyacquiredbeforereachingschoolageandtospeakand

writeproperEnglish.RemedialEnglishhasmanyfeaturesthatarenotonly

characteristicofblackEnglish,butalsofoundinthespeechoftheirwhitefellows.

IfthecharactersinthenovelusedwhatStewartcalls`basilect'○(whichisremedial

Englishandusedamongblackfamiliesandfriends),wecouldfindtrueblackEnglish

whichblackpeoplehavebroughtwiththemframtheSouthernStates.AsStewart

tellsus,blackpeopleusethetwolanguageforms,thatis,`acrolect'and`basilect.'o

Theformerisspokenamongpeoplewhohavereceivededucationandwhentheyspeak

towhitepeople.Thelatterisnottouchedbyschoolinstructionandusedindialogues

amongblackpeople.ThisconsiderablypreservespureblackEnglishwhichisheard

inSouthernStates.

Thedifferencebetweenthespeechofblacksandthatofwhiteshasbeengradually

diminishingowingtotheimprovementofthesocialpositionofblackpeople,thespread

ofeducationamongthemandespeciallytheinfluenceofthespeechofwhitesonblack

Englishandviceversa.AccordingtooursurveywemaysaythatblackEnglishin

NewYorkismadeupwithwordsandexpressions,mastofwhicharelabelled

`colloquial'and`slang'ingrammarsanddictionaries
.Andthoselabelled`blackEnglish'

intheauthoritiesarelessthanweexpected.
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