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Abstract:BlackboardLearn,formerlyBlackboardLearningManagementSystem,isavirtuallearningplatformand

coursemanagementsystemwhichallowsintegrationwithstudentandteacherinformation.Blendedlearningisan

accepted,quicklydevelopinginstructionalmodel.Theblendedlearningplatformisprovinggreatsuccessinassisting

institutionstohandlethechallengesoflimitedresources,studentachievement,andtheexpectationsofmodern

technologicallearners.
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要 旨

以 前 はBlackboardLeamingManagementSystemと 言 われ て い たBlackboardLeamは 、 学 生 と教 員 の情 報 を

一 つ に す る仮 想 学 習 の場 で あ り管 理 シ ス テ ムで あ る
。 ブ レ ン ド型 学 習(あ る科 目の 教 育 プ ロ グ ラム の な か

に一 部 だ け で もオ ンラ イ ン教 育 の要 素 を取 り入 れ た教 育 方 法)は,急 速 に発 展 して い る教 育 モ デ ル と して受

け入 れ られ て い る。 限 られ た 学 習 資 源 や学 生 の 学 力 を掘 り起 こす こ と、最 新 技 術 を使 っ て学 ぶ学 生 た ちへ

の期 待 を扱 う こ と に よ って 大 学等 を支 える こ とで 、 ブ レ ン ド型 学 習 は大 きな成 功 を上 げつ つ あ る。

キ ー ワ ー ド ブ ラ ッ ク ボー ドラー ン、 学 習 管理 シス テ ム 、 ブ レ ンデ ィ ッ ド ・ラ ーニ ン グ、 オ ン ラ イ ン研 修

Thefundamentalsofmodernpedagogy

Blackboard(Bb)isaneffectivetoolinbothtraditionalface-to-faceandonlineclassrooms.BlackboardLearn,

formerlyBlackboardLearningManagementSystem,isavirtuallearningplatformandcoursemanagementsystem

whichallowsintegrationwithstudentandteacherinformation.IfaninstructoradoptsBlackboard(Bb),heorshe

willquicklydiscoverwaystointegrateitscomponents.First,theinstructorwouldassignaweeklydiscussion

questionforstudentstosubmittheirindividualopinions.Then,studentsinteractbycommentingonthreedifferent

responsestoexchangeideas.However,thesignificantsavingsintimeisachievedthroughrestructuringelements

ofyourclassestofullyengagewiththesecomponents.Thatmayrequirerethinkingthemethodsyouuseto

communicatewithyourstudents(e.g.,usingBbpostingsforclassmessagesratherthane-mail)andthe

expectationsorbehavioryouexpectfromyourstudentsinordertomaximizeyourcommunicationprocess.

Presently,withBlackboard(Bb)morecommonlyimplementedamongblendedinstructors;morestudentsattend

classespreparedwiththeexpectationsofrevisedcurriculumsandpedagogythatutilizesBlackboardcomponents

(Eduviews,2009).

Blendedlearning,theinstructionalmethodthatincorporatespedagogyfrombothtraditionalface-to-faceand
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onlinelearning,isaquicklydevelopinginstructionalmodelthatisrapidlybecomingwidelyaccepted.Theblended

learningplatformisprovinggreatsuccessinassistinginstitutionstohandlethechallengesoflimitedresources,

studentachievement,andtheexpectationsofmoderntechnologicallearners.Therearemanyeducational

advantagesincluding:providing24/7accesstocoursematerials,enablingstudent-centeredteachingapproaches,

reducingadministrativecostsaroundcoursemanagement,andenhancingstudent-to-studentandfaculty-to-

studentcommunication(Blackboard,1999).

Agrowingdemandfortheblendedlearningplatform

Themodernstudentofthedigitalageexpectstheirlearningenvironmenttoincorporatetechnologicalpedagogy

simplybecauseitisanintrinsicpartoftheirlives(Eduviews,2009).Today'sstudentsdemandtheabilitytocontrol

theirownlearningenvironment.Accordingtoasurvey,secondaryschoolstudentswereaskedhowlearning

throughonlineclasseswouldcreateamoreattractivelearningplatform.Thefollowingweretheresults:47percent

ofstudentsfromgradesgto12,39percentofstudentsfromgrades6to8,and25percentofstudentsfromgrades3

tospreferredtostudyonlineforgreatercontrolofindividuallearningexperiences(Eduviews,2009).

Ingeneral,studentsdonotexpectonlinecurriculumstobelesschallenging.However,studentsdoexpectthe

onlinelearningenvironmenttofacilitatetheirachievementsbecausetheywouldhaveaccesstoreviewlesson

materialsuponrequestandtheplatformwouldcreateamorecomfortableatmospheretorequesthelpfrom

instructors.Theblendedlearningenvironmentprovidespersonalizedlearningwhichallowsthoughtfulreflection,

anddifferentiatesinstructionfromstudent-to-studentacrossadiversegroupoflearners.Furthermore,online

instructorsengendertremendousbenefitsforstudentsimmersedinonlinelearningenvironments.Basedonthe

survey,76percentofinstructorsagreedthatonlinelearningplatformsoffergreatadvantagestostudentsby

allowingmorecontrolofindividuallearningexperiences(Eduviews,2009).

Inaddition,SanDiegoStateUniversityoffersauniqueperspectiveonblendedlearning.Intheuniversity's

onlineEncyclopediaofEducationTechnology,thearticleBlendedLearningSolutionsnotes,"...blendedlearning

combinestheengagingbenefitsoftraditionalinstructor-ledtrainingwiththeadvantagesbroughtbyavarietyof

technologiestocreateanoptimumprogram"(Eduviews,2009).Thearticlealsoemphasizesthatmanyelements

cancompromiseablendedlearningmodel,includinginstructor-deliveredcontent,e-learning,webinars,

conferencecalls,andliveoronlinesessionswithinstructors.

Blendedlearningmodels

Generally,therearethreefundamentalmodelsofblendedlearningwithseveraloverlappingvariations(MacEwan

FacultyCommons,2009).
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TheSupplementalModel

Thesupplementalmodelretainsthefundamentalcoreofthetraditionalclassroomprogram‐thatis,studentsand

teachersmeetinaclassroomforstudy.Atthesametime,itutilizestechnologyresourcestosupplementtraditional

lecturesandtextbooks.Theblendedlearningincorporatestechnologicalpedagogyintotheinstructionalprocedure

althoughdoesnotchangeitsfundamentalstructure.Studentsarerequiredtocompleteonlinereadingassignments

oractivities,orparticipateininteractiveforums.However,thereisnoreductiontimeinface-to-facesessionsunder

thesupplementalmodel;athree-hourprogramwouldstillmeetin-classforthreehoursperweek.

TheReplacementModel

Thereplacementmodelsuggestsclassroomtimetraditionallydoneinaface-to-faceenvironmenthasbeen

transferredtoinstructionalproceduresthroughtheonlineBlackboard(Bb).Thebasicquestionisdeterminingan

effectiveratiooftheinstructionaltimebetweenthetwolearningformats.Duetotheuniquenessofeachprogram,

thereisno"correct"ratio(Eduviews,2009).Forexample,onelessonperweekmaybereplacedwithonline

individualassignments.Inagroupassignment,face-to-facesessionsmaybesuspendedforupto2to3weeks.

Therefore,todeterminetheappropriatedistributionofinstructionaltimeitwoulddependonthecourseobjectives.

Thereplacementmodelreducesthenumberofface-to-facesessions,orclassroom"seat-time,"and

・replacessomeface-to-facetimewithonline
,interactivelearningactivities

・producessubstantialchangesinremainingface-to-facesessionssuchasafocusonstudentpresentations .

Underareplacementmodel,therearefundamentalalterationstothecurriculum.Unlikethesupplementalmodel,

theonlineresourcesinareplacementmodelarefullyintegratedintotheoverallinstructionalprocess.Theonline

contentactsasareplacementforinstructionaltimethatwouldhavebeenengagedinatraditionalclassroom.

Consequently,thenatureoftheface-to-faceactivitiesisalsoreplaced.Insteadoftraditionallectures,face-to-face

timeisfreedformoreinteractive,collaborativelearningopportunities.

TheEmporiumModel

Theemporiummodeleliminatesallclasssessionsandreplacesthemwithalearningresourcecenter.Thisresource

center,normallyalargecomputerlab,providesaccesstoonlineprogrammaterialsinadditiontoliveadviceand

assistance.

Theemporiummodelisaradicalreconceptualizationofthetraditionalcurriculum.Thoughattendanceatthe

learningcentermayberequired,therearenolongerlecturesinatraditional,face-to-faceformat.Coursematerials

aredeliveredthroughonlineresources,andin-personassistanceisavailableinthelearningresourcecenter.

Studentsspendconsiderabletimeandmoney,includingexertingsubstantialeffortinobtainingaquality

educationandshouldperceivetheirpost-secondaryeducationalexperiencesasbeingofhighvalue.Therefore,

studentsatisfactionisimportantbecauseitinfluencesthestudent'slevelofmotivation,whichisanimportant

psychologicalfactorinstudentsuccess(AmericanPsychologicalAssociation,1997).Meetingandexceedingthe

students'expectationnotonlysatisfiesstudentsbutalsoleadthemtobecomeadvocateswhoprovideafree
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promotionsourcefortheuniversity.

Summary

Fromimprovingandexpandingmodernlearningplatformsforstudents,offeringeducatorsnewpedagogyfor

personalizinginstructionalapproaches,anddeliveringgreatereffectivenessinprofessionaldevelopment,blended

learninghasestablisheditselfasarespectedandsuccessfullearningmodel.Blendedlearningprovidesinstitutions

withastrategyforovercomingthechallengespresentedthroughbudgetcuts,limitedresources,andtime

constraints.Althoughtherearechoicesinhowtoimplementblendedlearningmodels,thereisnotonesinglebest

platform.Throughtheinsightsofeducators,theidealblendedlearningmodelistheonethatappliesbestfor

instructorsandstudentsintheirspecificenvironmentandthathandlestheirparticularneedsatthetime.The

blendedlearningmodelsareexpansiveandflexibleenoughtoaccommodateawiderangeoflearningneedsand

approaches.Blendedlearningisaprovenandeffectiveapproachtodeliverhighqualityinstructionthatprovides

instructorsandstudentsatechnology-drivenplatformtowardstudentachievementandricher,morerewarding

learningexperiences.
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