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‐thespeechofthecountryfolk‐
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Exploitingthefullpossibilityofself-revealingqualitiesofspeech,G.Eliotshows

fineskillinindividualizingeachcharacterofhernovelsbyhisorherlanguage.

Besidesindividualization,languagehasrichconnotations,regional,social,and

historical,whenitiscarriedbythedialectasinsomeofherpastoralnovelswhere

thedialectcontributesaconsiderableamountofpowertohersustainedeffortof

portrayinglocallifeasitis.Anditisastylisticstudyofthedialectalspeechofthe

countryfolkinSilasルlarnerthatthisessayaimstosurveyundertheconfidencethat

sincetheyarethemostimportantingredientofthevillagepopulation,itshould

followthatasalinguisticgrouptheyemploysomespecialinstrumentsofdialogue

stylewhichitisimpossibletoimagineEliotusingwithoutanyspecialintentionher

artdemands.
ユ

FrequentreferencestothespeechofthecountryfolkintheI-hardynovelsshallbe

madeinthefollowingsurveypartlytopointoutsomefeaturescommonbetweenEliot

andHardy,givingthem,ifpossible,amoreuniversalstatusasasociallanguage,

andpartlytodemonstratethedifferenceoftheirfictionalworldsintermsoflanguage.

Raveloevillage,theregionalbackgroundofthenovel,whereSilasMarneremerges

fromthenorthcountrytobeginasolitary,sequesteredlifeasaweaver,issupposed

tobeinNorthWarwickshire.AnditisthedialectofWarwickshirethatwehearin

SilasMarner,althoughSilasMat-nerhimself,asmightbeexpectedfromaperson

fromabigindustrialtown,speaksnotthedialectbut,ifeverhespeaks,Standard

English,untilintercoursewiththevillagersthroughEppiebringsaboutachangein

hislanguage‐thechangewhichaffordsanoteworthyillustrationoflanguageasan

indispensablefactorofsociallife.

Thepeopleinthevillage,fromtheirsocialstatus,canbedividedintotwogroups:

theRedHousegroup,agroupofhigh-classpeoplewhofrequentSquireCass'house,

andtheRainbowInngroup,agroupoflow-classpeoplewhofrequentapublichouse

called`Rainbow'.Itseems,however,dangeroustodrawalinguisticborderlineof
2

dialectandstylebetweenthesetwogroups,therebeingsuchpeopleintheRedHouse

group(whichissupposedtoheaStandardEnglishspeakinggroup)asSquireCass,

whoisnaotherthanacountrygentlemanwithunrefinedspeech,orMissPriscilla

Lammeter,adaughterofagentlemanfarmer,whosespeechisscatteredwithdialectal
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vocabularyalldprolloullciation .

NeverthelessthereisllodenyingofthefactthatthecountryfolkoftheKaiilbow

group(whichisadialectspeakinggroup)havesomepeculiarlinguistichabitsof

theirownasnootherclassofpeoplecouldpossiblyhave ,and,practically,thereis

noharmindrawingalinguisticlinebetweenthesetwogroupsifweconsiderthatthe

countryfolkare,sotospeak,alinguisticmatrixofthelanguageof,shallwesay,

SquireCassandPriscilla.

InsofarastheRaveloevillagers'speechisconcerned,theextraordinarygaietyand

vigorousvitalitywhichanimatethespeechofIlardyeallcountryfolkan(1eventhatof

somecharactersII1/ldamI'/'canrarelybealIowedfullplay.Thenaturaloutletof

variousspiritualexperiencesiscontrolledwithinacertainamplitude,consequentlythe

movementofspeechislessdynamic.Forexample,intheinterchangesofconversation

atRainbowIlminchapterVI-whichwouldhaveaffordedHardythelnostproperplace

forrustichumourandgaiety‐thedominantatmosphereisratherheavy,torpid;the

movementofspeechisstatic.Yetinnosensedoesthismeanthatthestylefallsflat.

AsinHardyeanstyleitretainsspontaneityofmindtothefullandamusesustoa

raredegreewithitsinflectionalphrasesanditsvaliouslinguisticirregtllarities.

TherangeofoccupationsofthemaincharactersoftheRainbowInngroupvaries

widely‐farrier,landlord,tailor,butcher,wheelwright...Yettheyarealltradesmen

orprofessional,practicallyoccupyingthemiddlelayerofthevillagepopulation(we

maypresumethatamongthisclassofpeopledialectwasgenerallyspokeninthe

countrysideofearlynineteenth-centuryEngland,whichwascloselyfollowedbythe

timeofwidecanalizationbetweenthestandardlanguageareaandthelocaldialect).

AndSilasMarner,togetherwjthsomeofEliot'50therpastoralnovels,canclaim

linguisticvalueasastockofampleevidencetothellvlllglanguageofnineteenth-

centuryEngland.

Thismuchinourmind,weshallproceedastepfaz-therandseemoreindetail

thestylisticfeaturesofthespeechofthecountryfolk.

1.TheChoiceofVocabulary.

Simplenessandhomelinessofwordsandphrasesindailyusewillbeoneofthe

mostdistinctqualitiesofthespeechofthecountryfolkinSilasルlarner.Theaccumula.

Lionofthesesimilewards,withoutjargonsofpolysylables,basicallydeterminesthe

rhythmofspeech.TheregulartempoofnarrativestyleisoneofthetonesofSilos

Marner,andthespeechofDoily,asimple,kind-heartedvillagewoman,isaspecimen

ofthesort.TheeffectcharacteristicofDillycomesnotsomuchfromeachlinguistic

ingredientasfromasubtleinterweavingofseveralingredients.Thefollowingisa

passagefcornherpreachingonChristianitytoSilasMarner,followedbytheauthor's

COIIII71E'1110nlt:

"
...andifabito'troublecomes,IfeelasIcanputupwi'it,forI'velookedforhelpi'

therightquarter,andgevmyselfuptoThemaswemustallgiveourselvesuptoatthe
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last;andifwe'ndoneourpart,itisn'ttobebelievedasThemasareaboveus'ullbe

worsenorweare,andcomeshorto'Their'n."

PoorDolly'sexpositionofhersimpleRaveloetheologyfellratherunmeaninglyon

Silas'sears,fortherewasnowordinitthatcouldrouseamemoryofwhathehadknown

asreligion,andhiscomprehensionwasquitebaffledbythepluralpronoun,whichwasno

3

heresyofDolly's,butonlyherwayofavoidingapresumptuousfamiliarity,

Carriedonbytheregularrhythm,thetoneisquiet,subdued,unaffectedand

sometimesevenmonotonous,andalltheseeffectscomefromhermanipulatingsimple

wordsinasimplestructureofsentence.Therealvirtueofthissortofspeechwillbe

mostprofitablynoticedwhenitiscomparedwiththespeechofDinah,afervent

MethodistinAdamBede.InDinah,eventhemostcommonconversationiscarriedin

aformalpreachingstyleprofuselysculpturedwithChristiandoctrine,accordingly

havingnoroomforanintrusionofpersonality;whileinDolly,itisherpersonalitythat

hasthepowerofpersuasion.

AsinDolly'sspeech,withanextremelylimitedvocabulary,thecountryfolkmust

andcanprojecttheirinnerlifeintoverbalexpressions,which,therefore,tendtobe

moreconcretethanabstract,morespecificthangeneral,moreemotivethanplain,and

accordingly,insofarastheirlinguistichabitsareconcerned,everyexpressionseemsto

bemouldedaccordingtothematerialisticturnofmindofunsophisticatedpeople.Their

thought-world,indeed,isaconcreteone,quitealientoabstrusegeneralization;sothat

everythingaroundthem,physicalornon-physical,isliabletobeinterpretedinterms

ofphysicalobjects.AndjustasinHardytheexpressionsthusattainedaddtothe

vividnessofthecolourfulpresentationoftheworldtheylivein.

Theterm"inside",forexample,occursfairlyfrequentlyinthesenseof"insideof

thebody":

(body)WhenI'vegotapoto'goodale,Iliketoswallerit,anddomyinsidegood,
4

i'steado'smellingandstaringatittoseeifIcan'tfindfautwi'thebrewing./It'syour
5

insideasisn'trightmadeformusic....
6

(mind)...youcan'tthinkwhatgoesonina'cuteman'sinside,%ForI'veoftenadeal
7

insidemeas'llnevercomeout....
8

(stomach)...andifyoueverfeelanywaysbadinyourinside,,,,

Similareffectsarenoticeableinthefollowingexamples

expressiveforcethroughthevividrepresentationoftheworld

in‐aworldofsolidthings,tangible,visible,audible.

whichacquiretheir

thecountryfolklive

...yetsomefolksaresowise,they'llfindyoufiftyreasonsstraightoff,andallthe

g

whiletherealreason'swinkingat'em'inthecorner
,andtheyniversee't.

Butnow,upo'Christmas-day,...ifyonwastotakeyourdinnertothebakehus,and

to

gotochurch,...you'dbeadealthebetter,andyou'dknowwhichendyoustoodon,,,,
工1

AndIdoubthe'sgotasoftplaceinhishead....
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II.SinuleandAsifClause.

Anemphatic{consequently,emotional)toneisgenerallyprevailingoverthespeech

ofunsophisticatedpeople,andthesimileisthemostcornlnonrhetoricusedforeffect.

InSilasMarnernineteensimilesappearinthedialectpartoftheconversationand

onlyeightinStandardEnglish.Infact,thecomparisoninrawscoresisclotenough.

Ifwedulyallowfot-thefactthatthedialectPart…isalittlemorethanthatpartof

conversationcarriedinStandardEnglish,thentheexactratioinfrequencyshould

showlessimbalance,ifnotnullifythecomparisoninrawscores.

Thesimilesusedbythepeoplewhoshareoneandthesamesocialandregional

environmentcanprovideamplematerialforthestudyoftheirinnerlife‐theobjectsof

theirinterestsandthescopeoftheirimagination.JustasinHardy,thesimilesused

byRaveloevillagersmaybesaidtohaveassociations,notwithanykindsofurban

lifeorwiththemodernworld,baitalmostexclusivelywithahomelycountrylife

savouringofantiquity:

12

hecansingatuneoffstraight,likeathrostle/youwereallaysastaring,white-faced
1314

creatur,partlylikeabald-facedcalf/helookedasscaredasarabbit/thatspeakstome

1516

1iketheblackbird'swhistle/There'salassforyou!‐likeapink-and-whiteposy/thechild

17
'
ullglowlikegrassi'IVIay/heisn'tcometohisrightcolouryet:he'spartlylikea

18

slack-bakedpie/onewhilehewasallaysafterMissNancy,andthenitallwentoff

19

again,likeasmello'hotporridge.

Moreexplanatory,descriptive,andthereforecircumlocutory,istheformofanalogy

intheasifclause,whichoccurslessinfrequencythanthesimile,yetisnonetheless

importantforitsexclusiveness.InSilasMannernineasifclausesappearandonlyone

ofthemisfromthelipsofaladyoftheRedHousegroup,Priscilla,whosespeechis

fairlyclosetothatoftheRainbowgroup.Thatistosay,inthisnovelthisisrather

exclusivelyamarkerofdialectalspeech,andincidentallyinHardynotsoremarkable

amethodofcomparisonastoattractourattentionasagenuinemarkerofdialectal

speech.

Asinorevensnorethaninthesimile,thecountryfolkseemamusingthemselves

byparadingwitty`comparisonofmanner'inthisformwhoseapparatusallowsselection

ofmorecomplicating,original`Termznus'orthesecondargumentofcomparisonthan

thesimile

ao

‐it'slikeasifshehadlittlewheelstoherfeet .

Thedoorwasopen,anditwalkedinoverthesnow,likeasifithadbeenalittlestarved

21

robin.

22

MyhusbandsaysI'mallayslikeasifIwasputtingthehaftforthehandle‐.

23

..,thatwaswhatfellonmelikeasifithadbeenred-hotiron....
24

ButridehewouldasifOldHarryhadbeena-drivinghim....
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Thesparinguseofthesimileandtheasifclauseamongthemoreorlesseducated

peoplewillhedueinparttotheirrefinedtastewhichalwaysrecoilsfromanythingof

thissortofhackneyedrhetoric,inparttothegeneraltendencyofStandardEnglish

whichissoconstructed,sotospeak,astoservethepurposeofaccurateandbusiness-

likeexchangeofinformation,andisfelttobenoplaceforartificial .rhetoric,much

lessforthoseernotivesimilesorasifclausesinquestion.

III.AnaphoricRepetition.

Themostimportantpropertywhichcharacterizesthe

thecountryfolkisAnaphoricRepetition,whichisgiven

Jespersen:

sentenceofthespeechof

thefollowingdefinitionby

Byastylistictrick,whichformorethanacenturyhasbeengaininggroundinliterature,
25

awordisrepeatedandforemphasisgivenfront-position....

InSilasMarner,inmostcasesaphraseisrepeated,given

invariablyreplacedbythedemonstrativepronoun`that'

front-positionand

26

..,ifthere'sanygoodtobegotwe'veneedofiti'thisworld‐thatwehave....

He'smyyoungest,andwespoilhimsadly,foreithermeorthefathermustallayshev

27

himinoursight-一 一thatwemust.

28

...thechild'ullgrowlikegrassi'May,blessit‐thatitwill.

29

1'dkeephrminliverandlights#ornothing--thatIwould.

Theabbreviatedversionoftheprincipalsentencefunctionsassupplementtoit,

emphaticallyconfirmingwhatitmeans,andtheresultantstylegainsinpower,

Thesupplementaryfunctionissimilarlynoticeableinthefollowingcaseswhere

onlysubjectandFiniteverbarerepeatedwithnoinversion:

30

Why,Dowlas,that'seasybetting,thatis.
31

1'mforpeaceandquietness,Iam.

SometimesapropernounissostressedbyaspeakerthatitisgivenExtraposition

32
AndyoungMrLammeterhe'dhavenowaybuthemustbemarriedinJaniwary....

33
ButCliff,hewasashamedo'beingcalledatailor....

Inallthesephenomenaoflanguageisprojectedthebarehumanpsychology;the

styleofthecountryfolkisorganizedaccordingtothemostnaturalimpulse,without

muchregardtologicalreorganizationoreconomicexpressionoftheir-thought.

Nowweshallgointosomesupplementarycases,which,combinedwith.themain

features,wouldgiveusageneralideaofthestyleofthecounti-yfolk.

Theunsophisticatedmindshowsnohesitationinemployinghereandtherethe
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samesαltencepatternwithI1ttleo1'noalterationofv㏄abulary,andsomeofthem

areapparentlyahabitualorfavouriteexpressionofthespeaker:

(thebutcher}
34

...butIdon'tquarrelwith'em.
35

...butI'llquarrelwi'noman.

(Dolly) 36
...butI'llcome,andwelcome,andseeto三t〔i,e.thechlld〕foryou....

37

...1'llcomeandseetothechildforyou,andwelcome.

Someotherexamplesattainanalmostproverbialstatus

{thebutcher)
38

1'mforpeaceandquietness.
39

1'mforpeaceandquietness,Iam.

(Dally)
40

.,,forifthere'sanygood,we'veneedofiti'thisworld,

..,for,asIsaid,ifthere'sanygoodtobegotwe'veneedofiti'thisworld‐thatwe

41

have....

42

Ah,ifthere'sgoodanywhere,we'veneedofit.

Sometimestogiveasortofunitytoone'sstylecanbeamotiveofemployingthis

methodofrepeatingthesameexpressionhereandthere,andinsuchoccasions,the

speakerisveryconsciouslyartificial.Forexample,intheRainbowsceneofchapter

VI,MrMacey,atailor,beginstwoofhisdiscourseswithexactlythesamesentence

pattern

"IshouldthinkIdid
,"saidtheoldman,whohadnowgonethroughthatcomplimentary

43

processnecessarytobringhimuptothepointofnarration....

"A
y,andapartic'larthinghappened,didn'tit,MrMacey,soasyouwerelikelyto

rememberthatmarriage?"saidthelandlord,inacongratulatorytone.

44
"Ishouldthinktheredid ‐averypartic'larthing

,"saidMrMacey,noddingsideways.

Heisundoubtedlyconsciousofhisstyle,infacthegiveshimselfairs,andwell

hemight..Forinbothoccasions,heisaskedbythefolktorecounthisfavouriteold

storiesandheisinhisbesthumourwiththishonour.Alain,inoneofhisdiscourses,

theflameMrDrumlowistwicegivenexactlythesamecommentaryparenthis,that 　ら
is,aninserteddigression:``pooroldgentleman,Iwasfondonhi111",whichsuggests

thefactthatinMrMacey'smindthename"MrDrumlow"isillseparablycombhled

withthephrase.

Thiskindofrhetoricissorudimelltarythatthemol℃sophisticatedmindwould

I10tcaretoLlseit,althoughitisfairlyCOll/lnOllamongtheunsophisticatedpeople,

whosespeechhasstrongindividuality.
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TheLanguageofSilasMarnerisalsoworthnoticingtounderstandthestory.His.

mysteriousfigureisallthemoresoforhissparespeech.Ifeverhespeaks,itisdone

sobrieflyandmechanicallyinStandardEnglishastomakeusfeelasortofrepulsion

inhismanner.Andyet,ashegraduallynarrowsdistancehehaskeptbetweenthe

villagersandhimself,recoveringhumanityinhimself,hebeginstospeaknotinfre-

quentlyandevencomesundertheinnuenceofDollゾsstyle,andatthispointhis
46"spiritualrebirth"is
completed

"Ah!"
saidSilas,whohadnowcometounderstandDolly'sphraseology,"thatwaswhat

fellonmelikeasifithadbeenred-hotiron
47

formeorclavetomeabovenarbelow...."

because,yousee,therewasnobodyascared

Thuswecanmeasurethedegreeofhisalienationbyhislanguage.

Thelanguageofthecountryfolkisaproductofcenturiesinaremotecountryside

stillintheprimitivestageofculture,where,foranexclusivecharacteroftheplace,

afait-lyslowprocessofassimilationofStandardEnglishcouldpreservetherichtexture

ofdialectallocutionsunchangeduptoatleasttheearlyyearsinthelifeofEliot.As

timegoesby,theirfavourablelocutions,grammaticalandrhetorical,becamemoreand

morestylizedtoturnintoakindofestablishedformulae.

Thisprocessofdevelopmentofstyleisoverwhelminglyborneinonusaswe

readSilasMarner,wheretherusticspeechretainsthemarksbothofnaturalimpulse

whichpromptedtheoriginalspeaker,andoftheimmemorialtraditionsofthoughtand

feeling.

Thismuchestablished,wemayenlargeourinterestandseemoreclearlythe

affinitiesanddifferencesbetweenHardyandEliot‐ortobemoreexact,theEliotof

S'ilasMarner.

ThespeechoftheHardyeancountryfolkandthatoftheRaveloevillagersissuffi-

cientlysimilarforustoextractcertainfeaturesincommonandassumethemas

attributesofrusticspeechingeneral,

"E
motional,""emphatic,"and"periphrastic"(thatistosayquite"natural"ina

sensethattheirstyleisbareexpressionoftherusticmind)‐thesewillbethe

termstodescribethespeechstyleofthecountryfolkofbothEiiotandHardy.Inthe

speechofrusticpeoplebothofthemnoticedwordsandphrasesallsavouringantiquity,

therudimentarywayofhandlingthemachineryofsentencestructure,anabsenceof

economyofexpression,hencealyricalstyle‐astylefortheheart,andnotforthe

mind.Indeedbetweenthemthereexistgreatmanysimilaritieseveninquiteminute

andlocaldetailsoflanguage.

Andyetthedifferencesbetweenthemareasgreatastheaffinities.Naturalisthe

speechofthecountryfolkinbothHardyandEliot,butthewayirlwhichnaturalness
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manifestsitselfisdifferent.Hardyfindsitinanelastic,dynamicstylethroughwhich

breaksoutinallitsforcethenaturalimpulseofthehumanmind .Ontheotherhand

Eliotfindsitinaneasy,moderatestylethroughwhichatruenatureofhumanity

flowsoutinaregular ,evenrhythm.

Thosestylisticdifferencesarewellaccountedforbythedifferencesofthefictional

worldsofthesetwonovelists .ThedominatingtoneofSilasMarnerisretrospective

totermsofthevillagelife
,andmysteriousintermsofthelifeofSilasMarner.

Eliot,aswithsomeofherotherpastoralnavels
,looksbackwithnostalgiaonthe

earlynineteenth-centuryEnglishcountryside
,traditional,antique,unchangedover

generations.Thevillagersare"theeternalveritiesofthelostparadiseofherchild-
48

hood".Moreover ,thestoryofSilasMarnerdemandsthevillagetobeaplacepoles

apartineeryparticularfr-omsuchabigindustrialfawnasLanternhard
,fromwhich

heescaped,sothatitcanbeaplacewhichshouldmakeamythplausibleinthe

timeoftheIndustrialRevolution:Raveloevillagemustsnakeamythoutofasheer

reality,impasirgapatternandcolourofmythonthedisappearanceofSilas'sgoldand

ontheappearanceofagolden-hairedbaby
,Eppie.Andalsoitshouldbeaplace

whichcanmakeamysteriousfigureofSilasMarnErwhoisnomorethanoneof

themostcommonworking-classpeopleinatown ..Theself-centred,parochialvillage

societyfindsgreatdifficultyinassimilatingaheterogeneouselement
,attributing

everythingbeyonditscomprehensiontothedoingof"OldLarry"
,andintrinsically

notonlySilasMarner'smysteriouswayoflifeandanolessmysteriouslotfellon

him,butthevillagers'limitedoutlookitselfperformstomakehislifelookmysterious .

Thefunctionofdialectalspeechinthisnovelistoconjureupbeforeusalittle

nookoftheworldinanold-fashionedmodeoflife .Therusticspeech,foritseloquence

withlocalandancientconnotations ,cancarrytheoldtimeintothepresentwithout

reducingitsoriginalpowerofauthority .Thefaintflavourofsoilwhichthedialect

carrieswithitinvokesaremoteplacewherereligion,legend ,andsuperstition

hadanauthenticvoice.Homely,simplevocabulary;idiosyncraticphraseology;slow ,

easy,sometimesmonotonousrhythm;thesearethelinguistictraitshermemoryholds

ofthecountryfolkofherearlylife,Andthesearetheverbalexpressionsofastable,

eventorpidsocietywellsuitedforthestoryofmysteriousatmosphere.

Ontheotherhand,inHardythespeechofthecountryfolk,besidesbeingthe

languageofoldtimesinaremotecountryside,isthelanguageofferedagainstthatof

therefined,prudishmiddle-classoftheVictorianAge..Assuch,itmust .beaventfor

thenaturaloutburstofhumanityfreefromanysocialconventionsofthetune.This

49

iswhyinf-fardyeancountryfolkweseeboldness,animalvitality,"coarsetouch" ,

gaietyandhumour,whichinEliot,especiallyinSilasMarner,wedonotseeso

much.TheonlysceneinthenovelthatcomesclosetotheHardyeanstyleisthatof

adanceattheRedHouseinchapterXIwhere"MrMaceyandafewotherprivileged

50

villagers,whowereallowedtobespectatorsonthesegreatoccasions"givemost
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humourouscommentsoneachofthegenteelsassembledthere,f-fardydeliberately

makesuseofoaths,swearingsandothercoarseexpressionswhichthepeoplemore

elegantthantherusticswouldnotcaretosayinpublic,unlesselaboratelycladin

euphemism,butwhichareallthemoreappealingtotherusticmind.InFarfrontthe

MaddingCrowdavillagergivesanapologyforswearing:

Naterrequiresherswearingattheregulartimes,orshe'snotherself;andunholyexclama一

らユ

tionsisanecessityoflife.

Thelinguisticirregularitiesaretothecountryfolknothingbutanauthenticmarker

oftruthandreliability ,andtothegenteelnothingbut"theterriblemarksofthe
ら　

beast" o

Itisunjustifiabletojudgewhichwriterismorerealtolifeinhisorherwayof

handlingtherusticspeechunlesswedulytakeintoconsiderationthedifferenceofboth

fictional.andregionalbackground.Theultimatequestioniswhetherthedialectalspeech

intheirnovelshasnotonlyacceptableverisimilitudebutismoreacceptable,more

convincinginitsownwaythantheactualone,andinthispointbothofthemcan

beartheseverestofcriticisms.

ThetasklefttousistoenlargetherangeofourstudytosomeofEliot'sother

pastoralnovelswhichundoubtedlyaffordanewideaonherstyle‐apparentlyMrs

PoyserinAdamBedeorBobJakininTheMillontheFlossareatypeofpeople

missedinSilasMarner‐andcompareEliotandHardyonahigherlevelofperspective.

Th1sessayonSilasルlarnerispreliminaryincharacter.
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