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Such is the composition of what is called the fashionable company at Bath ; Where a very inconsiderable proportion of genteel people

are lost in a mob of impudent plebeians, who have neither understanding nor judgment, nor the least idea of propriety and decorum ;
@
and seem to enjoy nothing so much as an opportunity of insulting their betters.
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We consisted of thirteen individuals ; seven lamed by the gout, rheumatism, or palsy ; three maimed by accident ; and the rest

either deaf or blind. One hobbled, another hopped, a third dragged his legs after him like a wounded snake, a fourth straddled betwixt
a pair of long crutches, like the mummy of a felon hanging in chains ; a fifth was bent into a horizontal position, like a mounted

shoved in by a couple of chairmen ; and a sixth was the bust of a man, set upright in a wheel machine, which the waiter

telescope,
@
moved from place to place.
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Here, for example, a man has daily opportunities of seeing the most remarkable characters of the community. He sees them in their
natural attitudes and true colours ; descended from their pedestals, and divested of their formal draperies, undisguised by art and affec-
tation. Here we have ministers of state, judges, generals, bishops, projectors, philosophers, wits, poets, players, chemisg@s, fiddlers,
and baffoons. If he makes any considerable stay in the place, he is sure of meeting with some particular friend, whom he did not
expect to see ; and to me there is nothing more agreeable than such casual rencounters.@
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Another entertainment, peculiar to Bath, arises from the general mixture of all degrees assembled in our public rooms, without dis-

tinction of rank or fortune. This is what my uncle reprobates, as a monstrous jumble of heterogeneous principles ; a vile mob of noise

and impertinence, without decency or subordination. But this chaos is to me a source of infinite amusement.
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~~~~~~ it is rather agreeable to the taste, grateful to the stomach, and reviving to the spirits.
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The eye is continually entertained with the splendour of dress and eqiupage ; and the ear with the sound of coaches, chaises, chairs,
and other carriages. The merry bells ring round, from morning till nigh?
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Heark ye —kmc&m. my misanthropy increases every day. The longe li i e folly the fraud of mankir

more 55—@3_&1
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i nay, as for

My brother is little better than noncompush. He would give away the shirt off his back, and the teeth out of his head
that matter, he would have ruinated the family with his ridiculous charities, if it had not been for my four quarters. What between
his willfullness and his waste, his trumps and his frenzy, I lead the life of an indented m_m<mmv
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In her person, she is tall, raw-boned, aukward, flat-chested, and stooping i her conplexion is sallow and freckled ; her eyes are not

grey, but greenish, like those of a cat, and generally inflamed ; her hair is of a sandy, or rather dusty hue; her forehead low ; her

nose long, sharp, and towards the extremity, always red in cool wearher ; her lips skinny, her mouth extensive, her teeth straggling
and loose, of various colours and conformation ; and her long neck shrivelled into a thousand wrinkles, In her temper, she is proud,
stiff, vain, imperious, prying, malicious, greedy, and uncharitable. In all likelihood, her natural austerity has beea soured by disappoint-
ment in love ; for her long celibacy is by no means owing to her disiike of matrimony : on the contrary she has left no stone untumed
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to avoid the reproachful epithet of old maid.
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My poor aunt, without any regard to her years and imperfections, has gone to market with her charms in every place where she

thonght she had the least chance to dispose of her person, which, however, hangs still heavy on her hands, I am afraid she has used

®
even religion as a decoy, though it has not answered her expectation.
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This precious aunt of yours is become insensibly a part of my constitution. Damn her ! She’s a noli me tangere in my flesh, which I

cannot bear to be touched or tampered with.
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The novel of “Humphry Clinker” is I do think, the most laughable story that has ever been written since the goodly art of novel-
writing vwmmm
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Of all kinds of satire, there is none so entertaining and universally improving, as that which is introduced, as it were, occasionally in
®
the course of an interesting story which brings every incident home to life.
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“Fire purifies gold and it tries friendship,” cried Mrs. Tabitha bridling, “Yea, madam (replied Micklewhimmen) ; and it trieth discretion

Y

also,” “If discretion consists in forsaking a friend in adversity, you are eminently possessed of that virtue,” resumed our aunt. “Na,

madam (rejoined the advocate), well I wot, I cannot claim any merit from the mode of my retreat. Ye'll please to observe, ladies,
there are twa independent principles that actuate our nature, One is instinct, which we have in common with the brute creation, and
the other is reason. Noo, in certain great emergencies, when the faculty of reaeon is suspended, instinct takes the lead, and when this
predominates, having no affinity with reason, it pays no sort of regard to its connections ; it only operates for the preservation of the
individual, and that by the most expeditious and effctual means ; therefore, begging your pardon, ladies, I'm po accountable in foro

®
conscientiae, for what I did, while under the infiuence of this irresistibie pooer”
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A novel is a large diffused picture, comprehending the characters of life, disposed in differeut groups, and exhibited in various

attitudes, for the purposes, of an uniform plan, and general occurance, to which every individual figure is subservient. But this plan

cannot be executed with propriety, probability, or success, without a principal personage to attract the attention, unite the incidents,
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unwinds the clue of the labyrinth, and at last close the scene, by virtue of his own importance.
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Smollett, with his own rare gifts, vitalized the pages of English fiction by eagle-eyed etchings of eighteenth-century scenes and

manners, upon which social historians draw so heavily ; by a masterful prose style; by incisive and socially significant satire ; by
®
perennially comic characters ; and by the piquant flavor of his independent and dynamic personality.
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@ Clinher, op. cit.,, p. 52. Bath, May 5. letter from Mat. Bramble to Lewis.
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©@ Ibid., pp. 46—47. Bath, April 30. letter from J. Melford to Knight, Phillips.

@ Ibid., p. 38, Bath, April 26. letter from Lydia Melford to Miss Willis, at Gloucester.
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& Ibid., pp. 82—86. same letter from Bramble.

@ Ibid., pp. 86—89. London, May 31. letter from Lydia to Miss Laetitia Willis.

@ Ibid., pp. 103—104. London, June 3. letter from Win. Jenkins to Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall.

@ Ibid, p. 45. Bath, April 28. letter from Matt. Bramble to Dick,

@ Ibid, p. 42. Bath, April 26. letter from Tabitha to Mrs. Gwyllim, house-keeper at Brambleton-hall.
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& Ibid., p. 247, Glasgow, Sept 7. letter from Lydia to Letty.

@ Ibid, p. 59. Bath, May 6. same letter from Jery.
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