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The dungeon of thyself ; thy soul
(Which men enjoying sight oft without cause complain)
Imprisoned now indeed,
In real darkness of the body dwell, (156— 9 )
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‘... the great Puritan poems of sin and righteousness, end, each in its own way, on a
quiet note of reconciliation with™? &M% 72, Samson Agonistes % Comus, Paradise Lost,
Paradise Regained & & H1Z—{EL T, “There is, as one of the school has admirably
shown, the same central situation. It is that of temptation. What could be more Puritan ?
What less Greek ? What less Greek ? In all four it is not a question of temperance,
moderation, or the golden mean at all'.® %%ty OGNS T 5 c‘; Samson
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A little onward lend thy guiding hand
To these dark steps, a little further on,
For yonder bank hath choice of seed or shade. (1—4)
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God, when he gave me strength, to show withal

How slight the gift was, hung it in my hair.

But peace !| I must quarrel with the will

Of highest dispensation, which herein

Happ’ly had ends abvoe my reach to know : (58—62)
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Again : the existence of God is further proved
by that feeling, whether we term it conscience,
or right reason, which even in the worst of
characters, is not altogether extinguished.
If there were no God, there would be no
distinction between right and wrong.
$7,
God is known, so far as he is pleased to make us acquainted with himself,
either from his own nature, or from his efficient power.
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Th'all-giver would be Unthank’t, would be Unprais’d. (l. 722)
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Our maker bids increase, who bids abstain
But our destroyer, foe to God and Man ? (IV 748—49)
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‘Who like a foolish pilot have shipwrecked

My vessel trusted to me from above,

Gloriously rigged ; and for a word, a tear,

Fool, have divulged the secret gift of God

To a deceitful woman? Tell me friends,

Am | not sung and proverbed for a fool

In every street, do they not say, ""How well

Are come upon him his deserts’”” ? Yet why ?
Immeasurable strength they might behold

In me, of wisdom nothing more than mean ;

This with the other should, at least, have paired ;
These two proportioned ill drove me transverse. (1l 198—209)
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Of what now 1 suffer
Who vanquished with a peal of words (O weakness !)
Gave up my fort of silence to a woman.
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Clearly Milton believes with Plato that the ‘high mystery” of true love, which
here, as in the Apology for Smectymnuus, is linked with the Chastity, brings
happiness when understood. This belief sheds light on Milton’s other uses of
the Platonic teaching. ®
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Love vertue, she alone is free,
She can teach ye how to clime
Higher then the Spheary chime
Or if vertue feeble were,
Heav’n it self would stoop to her, ®
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And link’t it self by carnal sensualty
To a degenetate and degrated state. (37—4)
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Then swoln with pride into the snare I fell
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains,
Softn’d with pleasure an voluptuous life;
At length to lay my head and hallow’d pledge
Of all my strength in the lascivious lap
Of a deceitful Concubine who shore me
Like a tame Weather, all my precious fleece,
Then turn’d me out ridiculous, despoil’d,
Shav’n and disarm’d among my enemies. @
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fulfilling of every commandment, I cited no particular scripture, but spake a general sense,
which might be collected from many places.’ (Colasterion, The Student Milton P. 722)
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* 1 answer : if he love his wife as himself, he must love
her so far as he may preserve himself to her in a cheerful
and comfortable manner, and not so as to ruin himself

by anguish and sorrow, without any benefit to her.’ (ibid.)
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Chor. All is best, though we oft doubt,
What th’ unsearchable dispose

Of highest wisdom brings about,

And ever best found in the close.

Oft he seems to hide his face,

But unexpectedly returns

And to his faithful Champion hath in place
Bore witness gloriously ; whence Gaza mourns,
And all that band them to resist

His uncontroulable intent,

His servants he with new acquist

Of true experience from this great event
With peace and consolation hath dismist,
And calm of mind all passion spent. ™
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1. a distinction between love and lust
2. a process that occurs in the soul
3. a creator of knowledge and virtue
4. a thing divine
5. an abstracted sublimity“’
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