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Preface

HereisaselectionofmyEnglishpoems.Theyaretheexpressionofmyoccasional

thoughtsandsentiments,andaremanifoldinsubjectsandmoods.Variousexperiences

Ihavehadinthepastareexpressedinverseformhere.Somearewrittenhumour-

ously,somecomposedfancifully,othersreflectively,yearningly,ormeditatively.

SinceIamaJapanese,Imightsaywithsomeconfidencethattheyrepresentwhat

Japaneseingeneralthink,feel,orwishtoexpress.Inthissense,theymaybeof

someinteresttoWesternpeoplewhowishtogetanintimateknowledgeoftheJapanese

people,whoare,theysay,industrious,wise,andsometimes.mysterious.Ibegan

towriteEnglishpoemsmorethantenyearsago,whenIwasateacherofEnglish

atHirosakiUniversity.ThereadingofmanymasterpiecesinEnglishandAmerican

literature,thetranslationofsomerepresentativeworksinJapaneseliteratureinto

English,andmydailyteachingofEnglish,havenaturallyledmetothewritingof

Englishpoems.WhenIsentahemtoMr.Kirkup,anEnglishpoet,whohasbeenin

Japanformanyyearsandlovethiscountryanditspeoplewithgoodunderstanding

analregard,hewaskindenoughtoreadandgiveafavourableopinionofthem.

Moreover,hekindlysentthemtoEnglishpublishersforpublication.Oneofmy

poemsistobeincludedinhisanthologytobepublishedinEngland.AnotherEnglish

publisheristoincludesomeofmypoemsinitsanthology.Iamalsoworkingwith

Dr.Gibson,anEnglishessayist,whoisgenerousenoughtoincludemypoemsin

hisessayspublishedintheJournalofCurrentEnglishmonthly.

Mr.Kirkupcallsminedown-to-earthpoems.Theyaretheexpressionofmy

actualexperiencesinverseforminrealisticstyle.Theyarewritteninsimpleand

plainstylesothateveryonewhoreadsthemmaycatchtheirmeaningatonce.

Differentpeoplemaylikedifferentpoemsinthisselection,buttheywillcommunicate

somethingtotheirheartsorminds,iftheyaregoodenough.

1thinktherearetwoobjectsinthestudyofaforeignlanguage.Oneisthe

masteryofthelanguage;theotheristheactualuseofitforvariouspurposesinour

dailylife.Oneofthesepurposesmaybetheintroductionofthecultureandcivilization

ofthiscountryintoothercountries,usingthismedium.Inthiscountrysincethe

introductionoftheEnglishlanguageintoit,emphasisseemstohavebelaidonthe

translationintogopaneseratherthanontheactualuseofitinconnectionwiththe

purposementionedabove.SowiththispurposeinviewIhavewrittenmostofmy
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studiesinEnglishliteratureinEnglish.

MyEnglishpoemsarealsowrittenwiththispointinview.Thecommunication

ofvariousthoughtsandsentimentsofanOrientaltoWesternpeopleismyobject,as

Istatedabove.IfmyEnglishpoemscanawakevibrationsintheheartsofWestern

peoplewiththeirrhythmicflow,Ifirmlybelievethattheywillbeofsomeusein

thefurtherancethemutualfriendshipandunderstandingbetweenthiscountryandothers

throughthemediumoftheEnglishlanguage.

ASTRANGERINPARIS,AREMEMBRANCE

WiththeEiffelTowerrisingbeforeme,

Isatdownonabench,

FoundonthebankoftheRiverSeine,

Andenjoyedthesurroundingviews

Forsometime,

AndthenIcamedowntotheriverbrink

Tofindintheriverthereflectedimage

Ofmyself,ashabbily-dressedOriental.

SuddenlyIcalledtomind

Myhomeandfamily.

ASILVERLYRE

Asilverlyresoundsgolden

Twangedby

Mellowage,

Golden,

Likethewaves

Shaneupon

Bythemoonlight.

Asilverlyre

Soundsforlorn

Twangedby

Grayage,

Forlorn,

Likethewaves

Dashingagainst

Thedarkshore.

MYDREAMS

Floatingmydreamsinthesky,

Co]ouringtheminitsdye,

Inumberedtheyearsgoneby,

Treadingtheleavesfallendry.
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CICADA-HUNTING

Summerhascome

Withitsgreen,

Withitsshowers,

Withitscicadas.

IrememberhowIenjoyed

Cicada-hunting,

Whenachild,

Oftengetting

Urinaryablution

Insteadoftheprize.

ABRAINYCyREATURE

Doyoulaughataman

Whoslipsonabananapeel?

Areyounotlaughablethen

Whoslipontheemptywords

Ofpoliticalfoxes?

Doyoucallalionawildbeast,

Whichkillsanotherwhenitishungry?

Whatdoyoucallabrainycreature,

Whokillsotherswhenheisnothungry?

ASMALLPOND

Intothecalmofthepond

Asmallstonewasthrown.

Itwentdowntothebottom

Toseethelightofthesunnomore,

Leavingringsofwaterwidening

Todisappearsoon,reachingtheshore.

Asmallstonewasthrownsuddenly

Intothecalmofthepond,

Lyingconcealedinthedepthofmyheart,

Toseethelightofthesunnevermore,

THESUBWAYINNEWYORK

Hereforestsofskyscrapers

Competewithoneanotherinheight

Amongthesplendourandgrandeur

Whichthismammothcitypridesin.
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Ifound,however,itssubwayquitemiserable.

Thewindow-framesofthecarIgotinto

Wereencrustedwithmuchrust.

Itsmattedseatswereworn

Andtornanddisembowelled.

Dirtywerethewindow-panes,

Spoiledwithmanyrain-marks,

ThroughwhichIcouldseeonlydimly

Theshiftingscenesoftheoutsideworld,

Whenthecarcameoutofthelong,noisytube.

Quitedisappointed,Istoleaglance

Atthemagazineagirlwasreading

Andfoundshewasporingon

TherecentfashionsinParis.

ATRITON

Teachinglessonstoboysandgirls,

Anoldteacherlivesabusylife.

Onhisheadthinandgrayhair

Grievesforitsgonecomrades.

Inhismouthscatteredteeth

Mournsfortheirlostpartners.

Near-sightedandclosetothetexts,

Heconshardforhissmallpittance.

Believingborrowedthoughtstobehisown,

Andlosinghimselfofteninthemazeofahardpassages,

HeliveshappilyandunhappilyasaTriton

Amongtheminnowsnaughtyandquiteinattentive.

THECOLOUROFDEATH

Theysaygreenisthecolouroflife,

ButIoncesawitonthefaceofmydeadwife.

Isawitalsoonthefaceofayoungstudent

Killedduringthewarhitbyanincendiarybomb.

Howghastlythesightwas

Butatthesametime

Howbeautifulthecolourwas?

Luridbutexquisitelyfine,

Wasthecolourofcoffineddeath,

Foundonasummer'sday

Manyhoursafterlifewasgone.
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THEDUST-GATHERINGCAR

Soundingsweetmusic,

Adust-gatheringcarhascomeround,

Andlotsofrubbishfromeveryhouse

Isbroughtouttobepiledonthecar.

Thedustmenhavenowbeguntothrowitup

Tothetopofthegarbagemountainshigh

Wastepaper,fruitpeels,andmanyotheroddsandends;

Manifoldinkindaretheyandvariousincolours,

Butarenotthedustmenandallofuswasteanddust,too,

Tobesent,whenbreathislost,totheeternalhome,

Tothetunesofthetemplebell,

Differentfromthosesoundingnow?

LIFE

Ifwemeananythingbylife,

Wemaysayitisaknife.

itmaymakeatunefulreed;

Itmaycutandmakeusbleed.

THEMOSQUITOIKILLED

Atasinglestrokeofmyhand

Ykilledthemosquito

Thathadbeensuckingblood,

Frommyarm.

Lookingattheinsect,

Grushed,besmearedwithmyblood,

Ipitieditatfirst,

AndthenIblessedit.

Irememberedthegirl

Whodiedyoung,unmarried,

Becauseofherlostlove.

ENGLISH

HowgladIam

To£indEnglish

Writtenorspoken

Everywhereinthiscountry,

SinceIam

AteacherofEnglish
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Howsorrylam

TofindEnglish

Spokenorwritten

Everywhereinthiscountry,

SinceIam

AJapanese

AGARDEN

Livinginabox-likehouse

Withoutagarden,

DailyIplantmanyflowers

Inmygardenofimagination,

ThoughIknowverywell

Thatwhenagarden

Becomesareality,

Ishallnotplantinit

Evenasingleflower.

THEROMANTICMOON

Ilovetheromanticmoon

Topleaseournightlysight,

Withhermelancholypallor,

Anditsmodestquietude;

Notthescientificmoon

Ravagedbyspacemen,

Withitscrateralpocksmarks,

Anddusty,rockywaste.

Ilovetheromanticmoon

Withherlovelytraditionalbare

Poundingr五ce-cakeinthemortar

Withhiswoodenpestle,

Notthescientificmoon

Withitsveilrippedopenbyspacemen,

Toourlossandlamentation

Ofanotherromanticdream.

MYLINES

Somanydulllines,

Somanytritelines,

Andahandfuloftolerablelines.
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Theyaremydaytimecomfort,

Theyaremynightlysolace;

TheyaremyIifeanddeath,too.

Iamfedwithothers'thoughts

Toomuch.

WHENIAMALONE

WhenIamalone

Andlone,

Evenafly

Flyingabout

Ismybestfriend.

WhenIamalone

Andlone,

Eventelevision,

Afrequentobjectofmyscorn,

Isthebestproviderofamusement.

THESLEEPOETHEDULL

Cicadasaresinginginthegreen

Intheirtriumphantintensity.

Iamsprawlinginmyphysical

Andmentallassitude.

Iwillsleepthesleepofthedull;

Mysummerisalreadygone.

EVENINGGLORIES

Eveninggloriesaresmiling,

Sheddingtheirwhitequietude

Inthedeepeninggloom,

Comfortingmyeyes

Wornw三thsolardazzling

Inthedaytime.

"BARBERSHOP"

Tiredwithreading

AnEnglishbook,

Ilayonmyback

Onthetdtdmi

Tohaveashortrest,
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Whenthetick-tacking

Ofanewportablealarmclock

Onthebookshelfreachedmyears.

Byandbyitremindedme

Ofthesoundofhair-cutting

Atabarber's.

Thenitledmetotherecollection

Ofthewordspaintedonthesignboard

Ofthebarber'sshopnearby
"B
arBerShop"

Thismisspellingamusedmeatfirst,

Butsoonitgavewaytoareflection

Quitedifferent.

Itookupthebookagain,

Andreaditonwithredoubledfervour.

THECAST--OFFSHELL

Cicadasaresinging

Theirsummerintensity

Inthegreenshadenearby

Undertheburningsun.

Iam,halfdozing,

Dullfancyfuddlingmybrain.

Myhandhardlyleadingmypen,

Orrathermypenleadingmyhand.

Suddenlymywrinkledfingers

Haveremindedmeofacicada'sshell

Ipickedupyesterday,whilestrolling,

Thecast-offshellofwhatIwasonce。

MOSQUITOES

Whensummereveningfalls,

Thecoolbreezerevivesme,

Anditsfaithfulwingedfollowers

Comewiththeirstealthyflight,

And,takingpityonmythinframe,

Swellithereandthere

Withtheirslendertubes;

Torepaytheirkindness

Itrytosendthemtoheaven,
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AndmostlyIfailinit

Totheirmisfortune.

JIZO,THEGUARDIANGODOFCHILDREN

Thesightoflightedredpaper-lanterns,

Brighteningasmallshrinebuiltinahiddencorner,

Anddedicatedtojizo,theguardiangodofchildren,

WithmanyboysandgirlsplayingbeforeitinJapaneseclothes

thisistheeveninggiventoJizo

Hasbroughtmebacktomychildhood,

Whenwehadneitherradionortelevision,

Whenmotor-carswereararesight,

Whenwehadourplaygroundeverywhere

Andpurerair.

GRAYHAIR

Thefirstsightofafewstrands

Ofgrayhaironmyhead

Inthelooking-glass

Wasasorrowfulsurprisetome.

Nowincreasinggrayhairs

Addagreaterzest

Tomyenjoymentoflife

Withitsdifficultiesandtribulations

Aswellasitsjoys.

Irememberhavingalmostlostmylife

Morethanonce.

SHORTERANDLONGER

Thedaysaregrowingshorter;

Myday-dreamsaregrowinglonger.

Mydaysaregrowingshorter;

Myregretsaregrowinglonger.

Mytemperisgrowingshorter;

Mycomplaintsaregrowinglonger.

Mytimeofreadingisgrowingshorter;

Mytimeofdozingisgrowinglonger.

Godbemercifulenoughtomake

Mydayslongerandmyfinalthroesshorter!
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SILENCE

Inmybox-likestudy

Youfindthemostprecioustreasures

Tomakemeagreatscholar,

Aworld-famousscholar

Byhappychance,

Books,books,books.

Whatislackinghere,

Aflyintheointment,

Issilence.

Whenthislong-wished-forobject

Ofmineisattained,

Ishallbecompletelysilent,

And,whatisbetter,bestill.

ACELESTIALBRIDGE

Acelestialfridge

Hasbeenbuilt

Betweenthebrotherlyglobes,

Elderandyounger,

ByAmericanaeronauts

Withtheca-operation

Andthegoodwilloftheworld.

Itisthegreatestandmostmemorable

Undertakingeverachievedbyman,

Andshowstheimmensity

Ofhumanheroismandwisdom.

Iearnestlywish

TheAmericanfervourandexertion

Shownforthelunarexploration,

Raisingarainbowofcosmichope,

Tobealsodirected

Withthesamefieryintention

Towardstherealization

Ofpermanentworldpeadeandamity

Withthewidenedviewrealized,

Takingaleadingpart

Ingivingupthemostterribleweaponsofwar,

Whichmightbringabout.

Byunhappychance

Thedesolation
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Ontheearth

Asthelunarwasteland

Ofthemoonpresents

Tous.

THEDUST-GATHERINGCAR

Soundingsweetmusic,

Adust-gatheringcarhascomeround,

Andlotsofrubbishfromeveryhouse

Isbroughtouttobepiledonthecar.

Thedustmenhavenowbeguntothrowitup

Tothetopofthegarbagemountainoushigh

Wastepaper,fruitpeels,andmanyotheroddsandends;

Manifoldinkindaretheyandvariousincolours,

Butarenotthedustmenandallofuswasteanddust,too,

Tobesent,whenbreathislost,totheeternalhome,

Tothetunesofthetemplebell,

Differentfromthosesoundingnow?

SMALLMILESTONES

Iamgoingon,puttingup

Smallmilestonesoneafteranother

Onmywaysomewhere.

Theymaybelostsomeday,

Brokenorburiedindust,

ButIwillgoon,puttingup

Smallmilestonesoneafteranother

TillIendmylife,

Ratherwishingthemtobelost;

Theyareonlysmallmilestones.

ACOLOURFULSHOW

Springrainfallingonthestreet

Presentsacolourfulumbrellashow

Inspiteofitssilentmodesty.

THEWALL

Ilovetheearthenwall

Standingwhiteinitssolidity,

Encirclingtheolddwelling,

Alittlewayfrommyhome,

の
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Withitsarborealverdure.

Thewail,mantledwithivies,

Keepstheenclosure

Initsgreen,red,orwhiteseasonalsilence.

Inspringcherry-blossoms

Arepeepingoutmodestly

Topleasepassers-by;

Inautumnpersimmons

Gloryintheirshiningmaturity.

ThoughIdon'tknow

WhatIightorshadow

Brightensordarkens

Thedomesticcomfort,

Ilovetheoldwall

Encirclingthebigmansion

Withitsiviedsilence

Andextension.

THEVALLEYOFDEATHINARIZONA

Underthebroilingheatofthesun

OurbusisrushingstraightalonglikeFate

ThroughtheariddesolationoftheValleyofDeath,

Notasinglecloudvariegatingthefieryvault,

Notasinglegrassgrowthsofteningthegrimreality.

Ourbusisrmnningmilesonmilesofitsmechanicalrapidity

Throughtheprirnitvewildnessofthedesertundulations,

Alongthewhitelineofitsmechanicalcounterpart,

Paintingonthereddish-browncanvasofArizona

Aninharmoniousharmonyofmodernmentality.

PERSIMMONS

Turningtotheright

Intoaquietalley

Fromanoisystreet,

Ifoundpersimmons

Ofgoldenmaturity

Peepingoutfromthefence

Ofanoldhouse.

Theyremindedmeofmychildhood,

Passedinanout-of-the-wayplace,

WhenIenjoyedthesefruitofautumn,
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Climbingupthetreesthatborethem.

SuddenlyIfeltveryyoung,

AsyoungasYwasthen,

Butthenextmoment,

Ifeltveryold,

OlderthanIarn.

Ihurriedonmyway

Withoutlookingup

Atthefruitagain

Autumnwasveryproudof.
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