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T, HHRE ®A%®%mﬁﬂ%kT%bﬁiw&mbué Zhvp 2 Margaret Paston
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John Paston’s wife Margaret is in some way the central figure of the letters.® =&
% & 91C Paston Letters O A TH %, FHROUE—-FLZAONEIDTHS, @
Paston Letters I3 5 & MO FHKIC DT

The women for the most part did not write in their own hands and they

may have had some help from the clerks who wrote for them; but the
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consistency of style that runs through their letters shows that essentially the
words were their own, @
EHB L ST, Margaret HIFDOEFEZE->TEDTH 5,

% 72 Margaret Paston {3 Norfolk & Mautlby TEE4EE L, A ¥E4 Norfolk 49
TE-IDT, tMOMFZOHEALAZIF T, WIICHLOE/MOIEE I ISHITH,
HHIDA 77 FHREEOAGETH S EZ K9,

RiCaRk~7z 2 DD E T Margaret Paston O3EAFNMCHEE LD TH S, ER LI
#AHL Clarendon Medieval and Tudor Series ¢ Norman Davis iC & 3 Paston Letters
THb5, SIAXROBFRIRBTICELT 5FHEOES TH S, Margaret Paston I & 575>
FHRRICFZDOFZEHEMLTH 5, sIHCHO U ) ADFER Davis it X5 METH %,
FRISTIC B TEDLN /- HEE, REMPBAEL D & S 1 usage level T %% & OED
BRI LTB L, ‘

1 % &

-1 ¥

1-1-1 B EEEIEUEALE 5,
hundred yere, 10/x1 wintyr, @1/ii hors, 35/iii mark, 35/iii myle, 50/iii boshell, §2)
OED Ik A EZDEIITHAWBHIZDOWTIXIRAE year 1 dial., horse |3 now usual
in literary language, mile (3 vulgar or dial. LR &N T3, F7- Letter 11
ICi% the pepyll is full ontrosty. E 3 555, RITDTIE OED i3 obsolete -
LT3,

1-1-2 Child OERILHR 2TEREDH 5,
childer, 11/childern (19
OED T &k % & childre, childer was the regular northern and north midland
form, and is still used in the dialects as far south as shropsh., Leiceter, and
Lincolnsh. But in the south this was made childer-en, childre-n &3 5,

1-2 B #%

1-2-1 BROFERSZOLZAPL DB L TELINTL 3,
I grytt you well and send you God ys blessyng and myn,... 45
Itemn, as for youre fader ys wyll, I wold,... 45
CNEEBERKIC A LN 5,
Wryten in haste upon the seynt Symon and Jude ys Evyn. 43

1-2-2 BRROFERMNE LT 5,
my Lord of Claraunce man, 56/ Thomas Hallere son, 70"

1-2-3 HBRICIRO XS 2ENL LN S,
Lord of Suffolkes name, 36/ Lorde of Suffolkys men, (37
Lordys of Suffolk men (7
BEOLHNBRIAFTEZ LA LLALNIL,

1-3 BElEM# (Adverbial Accusative) AfEHIL T B,
The intent of the wrytyng was that they schwlde be wyth the kyngg at
Leycestre the X/day of May,... 32
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Wretyn the Fryday next before Michelmas Day. Al

2 R&H
2-1 A&, g

2-1-1

2-1-2

2-1-3

2-1-4

2-1-5

Hit (=it), her (=their), hem (=them) *HHERALN D, ZDHEICD
T OED ik 5% &, Betweer 1200 and 1500 the Norse forms gradually
displaced the original pronominal & 3 3,

And if anything hir ladyship wold with me, kit may please hir to lete yow
understande hit,... 9

...they know not the pleyness that hathe ben don in such thyngys as hathe
ben don in Aere namys. 38

...neythere of hem were bownd to othere,... 55

Letter 38 {31465%F 7 B O FHLIZSIC there T b A o5, X Letter 55 (3 1469
FE 9B DFHEIEN them L5 EH 5,

2 AFREECERIT ye BEDLNTRADS, U79F0D FHETE yow b T
B
...thankyng yow of dyverse letterys that yow sent me. In the last letter that
yow sent to me ye wryt that yow shold have wryt in the letter that yow sent
by Master Brown how that I schold send yow word what tym that I schold
procede : (90

Your, her )3 yours, hers DEWR, I 1L by AR 4&5 (Absolute Possessive
Pronoun) & LT{EHLN S, ZOMEIIRAETIE OED i X 3 & obsolete TH 5,
My modyr gretit yow well, and Goddys blyssyng and fere ; 5
I told hym I supposyd that thei were seche evydens as Willyam Hasard seyd
that yowr were—... 11

Mine I5FEE T 7 &2 PO R DFIIF T, FEOMTEHELN T 5,
OED DA H T 5,

Already in the 13 th c. the rule in the southern and midland Eng. was to use
myn before vowels, an A, and my before consonants, and this subsisted until
the 18 th c., though occasional examples of mine before consonants are found
in the 16 th c.

myn departyng fromme yow, 4/myn Lorde of Norffolk, 41/myn wille, 41/in
myn lyve, 84

FERNAE those D3 tho LS TETE K A5 b, OED OHPIC LS &,
the original form pd, thd remaind in the northern dialect, where it still exists
as Sc. thae, theae, N. Yorksh. theea. In midl. and south of England pa
became regulariy bé (found in Kentish a 1200), and remained in use as tho

(thoo, thoe) to c. 1550. As early as 1300 it began to be supplanted in the
north by pdas, and later in the south by pos, . ..
1460FERDBFITH 5,

a copy of thoo, 32/ thoo worddys, 55
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2-1-6 FRALHZEDNILNTN AT L%,
Ryth reverent and worscheful husbond, 1 recomau[nlde me to yow,... 4
...and he hathe obeyed hym to yow,... 34
2-2 R&HFAFHKDICHE (Pleonasm)
; and tho holys that ben made forre hand gunnys, they ben scarse kne hey
fro the plawnchere ; 8
And Pyrs Waryn, otherwyse called Pyrs at sloth, whych ys a flykeryng
felowe and a besy wyth Maystere Phylyp and bayly of Cosshay, he had a
plowe goyng in youre land in Drayton. 35
2-3 BARMRLF
2-3-1 BAEREF which I AE2 & ZDRITAET 5,
Item, it ys told me that Thomans Elys of Norwych, whyck nowe ys chosyn
mayere,... 35
Wyllyam Rutt, the which is wyth Sere Jon Havenyngham, kom hom from
London yesterday. 13
2-3-2 PBHIRfR4E which [ZEFEFAZFICE 78D, Cid OED dWhich., 13. IFA &4
5 & archaic L1355 T 5,
...latyng yow wet that I have receyvyd a letter from yow the wyche ye
deliveryd to Master Roger at Lynne,... 30
which PBEAFREEFE LTELN TR AREHEKTH 5,
...and also I receyvyd another lettyr on Fryday at nyt, that ye sent me by
Nycholas Newmanys man ; of the whyche lettrys I thanc yow,... 29
2-3-3 PBARRAE which 1T that % & 8185 L»H5B, OED @ That, 6. 245 &
Obsolete or achaic > 15 -T2 5,
Syr, plesyth it to undyrstand that I conceye by your lettyr whych that ye sent
me... (3
...and also of the obligacyon weche that I sende yowe herewyth, (9
2-3-4 BA(RRAA that HS what & LTHbLNTVR S, D ELICBLTOED @ That.
3 ITHIRD X HITH B,
a. of things : Very common down to 16 th c., now arch. and poetic, . ..
b. of persons : Now only after there are and the like,
1611 Bible Exodus iii 14, I am that 1 am.
...and for to take hed at that shuld please you. 34
God gyf me grace to do that may plese yow. 41
2-3-5 BAERLSwhat 1T & that 535 T L& b, OED conj. 6. OIBEAH 5 &,
D that OHEIT obsolete or archaic TH 5,
... letyng yow wete that 1 have wagyd, for to helpe yow and Dawbeney to
kepe the place at Castre, iii wel assuryd and trew men to do all maner of
thyng, what that they be desyiryd to do,... 62
2-3-6 There THIE 5 ICH S 2 BFRREFAFEEDOERE, OED @ There. adv. 1. e. %
BB E DL colloguial or archaic as in ballad style & & %,



2-4

2-5

3 &
31
3-1-1

3-1-2

3-1-3

3-1-4
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...nere ther was non in the place wist that 1 xull com thens save the gode
wyf,.,, 11
...but ther was ii men had gret payn to kepe hym on hys fete,... 86
BRI & E who I8 whom DipbDIT b T4, OED Who. 5. 4% &
common in colloquial use. & & %,
I rehersyd no name, but me thowt be hem that they wost ho I ment. 10
RER LT other (3 others & L TEHN T3, OED o Other. B. 4. {3 pl
the remaining ones, the rest O EbkTIL obsolete & S TV>%, Paston Letters
Tld others DL A S ILTI,
... he hathe be set so upon the hone, what by the parson and by other,...

(set upon the hone=made to feel anxious) 29

I hope that I and odyre shall do houre part therinne as wel as we may. 32

)
2 &

AHFHAB A OWETE, WESEABITEXRDO LD RIRELA O NS,

bear @ pt. bare, 43/bind @O p.p. bound : ibound, 99)/come O pt. come, 6/do
®D p.p. doo, (6)/give D p.p. goven : govyn 10 ; yove, 11/g0 D pt. yede, 4/grow
®D p.p. grow, 30/help & p.p. holp, (36 ; holpyn, Bl/know @D p.p. knowe, 14/
make O pt. mad, 29/see ® pt. sey, 32/send O pt. send, (35)/spend D p.p.
spend, 65/take O p.p. take, 30/write @ pt., p.p.wryt, Q0

B3 A MBATOERIT —s, —th OEENRH SN, #&ih —th JER
BN D, Letter 46 131467THED T, bl —s DIE LHDOBEITH 5,

... Wherfore me thynkys wyth esy menys ye myth get a prey seall of the
King... 6

All the coorte recummawndys hem to yow. 64

EHEE 3 AFMERIE S —th T BHI8H 5,

...and delyvere the evydens of Bekkeham and all othere thynggys that
longgyth to yow,... 60

They be ryght good and plesyt2 me ryght well, 74

Bk, EEIRERIC are, be, been OHEDIH B, OED @ Be X TH 5 &
RDEHTHY, 3HENERPDINEUORDND, £ LT be BBAETHA
75 v RS, HERON S THBIC S BEIC S EDLN T 5 L LT 5,

We, ye, they beth, ben be were the standard forms in southern and midle.
Eng. for centuries ; and even in the sing., be, beest, beth began to encroach
on am, are, is and and now the regular forms in southern dialect speech.
Meanwhile aron, aren, arn, are survived in the north, and gradually spread
south, till early in 16 th ¢. are made its appearance in standard Eng., ...
...for they be dayly in fere of there lyvys. 38

There ben many enmys ayens Yermouth and Growmere, and have don moche

harm, ... 13
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...for playnly they er not in thys contray. 45
On Fryday the bysschope sent fore here be Asschefeld and othere that arn
ryth sory of here demenyng. 55
3-1-5 Have 7% a, an, ha, han OWFEA L%, OED L3 E, ChdDOBERRXD L
JICEHH SN T B,
y middle 3-6 haan, 3-7 (dial. —9) han, (4—7 an)
0 3-6 (dial. —9) ha,
ALV SR DL TR EH SN TS, XD 3 JERER th#h & B ERIC /i T
DN EEZR LT B,
I rehersyd to hem that it xuld ¢ be seyd thatt I xuld not longe dwell so nere
hem as I do,... 10
Thei seyd I myt an had of hem at Gressam ghat I had had desyryd of hem,
,r, 10
And informe hem as I ka wrete to yo(w) with,... (3
ard they han made wyketys on every qu ater of the hwse to schete owte atte,
bothe wyth bowys and wyth hand gunnys ; 8
32 2EBEMRLLALNS, OED Not. 6. b. OIA A3 & dial., or illiterate & &
%o
...and yyth myn hert is in no grete esse, ne nowth xal be tyl I wott that ye
ben very hol,... (yyth=yet, nowth=not) 5
and he sethe he will not take non newe master tyle ye refuse his servyse
... 60
3-3 Bl come, go [IBNENGE be & B8 T THRHIAIES,
...and in his stede is kome anothere ; 10
I sent yow ward also be Alblastere how 1 dede to hym aftyr that ye were go,
... 32
3-4 REHE
3-4-1 EHC BT AEE
3-4-1-1 HETH LT,
God kepe yow and send yow good spede,... 65
God have yow in hys kepyng. 74
3-4-1-2 FEAFMEIC BT,
It were welle do that ye sent a letter to hyr howe ye do, as astely as ye
may. (astely=hastely) 30
3-4-1-3 RREHIC BT,
And I seyd vys, and he schow the lest chylde that longyth to yowr kechyn,
and if he dede, he were lyke, I supose, to dy for him. 7
...for yf yt dyd, yt wer non honoure to neyther partyes,... 84
3-4-2 HEENIC BT AIREE
3-4-2-1 ZEE
3-4-2-1-1 FEAFFEE LT B,
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And as for ane hors to lede hys gere, me thynke it were best to porvaye one
atte Camberag,... 70
..., wherefore me semyth, savyng yowre better advyce, it were wele do that
ye shold speke wyth the justicys or they com here ; 38

3-4-2-1-2 bid, pray, will, would that ®BEWIHIC BT,
And bydde hym that he d¢ not to hasty of takyng of orderes that schuld
bynd hym,... 70
I pray Godde grawnt that that it mot sone ben otherwyse than it is. 10
Hem, I understand be Jon Pampyng that ye wolle not that your sone de take
into your hows, ... 34
I wold ye wern at home, yt it were your ese and... 5
I wot not whether it were best,... (1)

3-4-2-2 EIFE

3-4-2-2-1 P, ANEdH o HIEIFEEIC BT,
And in al wyse I avyse you for to be ware that ye kepe wysly youre
wrytyngys that ben of charge, that it com not in here handys that may hurt
your herafter. 45
At the reverens of God, avyse hym yet to be ware of hys expencys and
gydyng, that yt be no shame to uus all, 65

3-4-2-2-2 WOREIFEHE Ll \[CREEDRH SN D,
I would not Jon of Damme xuld com hom tyl the cuntre be storyd otherwyse
that it is. 10
..., for it ys to arybell a cost and trobe!l that we have now dayly, and most
have tyll it be othere wyse ; 43

3-4-2-2-3 FMHICBNT,
I pray yow be ware ye walkyn if he be there,... 7
I pre yow, yf it be not bowt, that ye wyl welchesaf to by it and send yt
hom as sone as ye may ; 4
...,and but yt be at a bettyr prys, I surpose for to do yt malt. 74

3-4-2-2-4 FEHEICHBLT,
I wolde ye wern at hom, yf it were your ese and your sor myth be as wyl
lokyth to have as it tys ther ye be now, lever dan a new gounne, thow it
were of scarlett. 5
Though it be more coste to me to send you forth with him, I hold me pleased,
... 70

3-4-2-2-5 BREE, EEEH SOOI EEICENT,
...and seyn thow ye ben at London, ye xull ben met wyth there as well as
thow ye were here. 10
I have wrytyn as yt have be enformed me, and wull do. 60

3-5 FEATREE
FEAMBLICBTREEDOH AN E LA HN A 545, Margaret OFHK
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i3 please PIADMMODEFNTIIREE it (3AH LN, MMDOFHETHMEF iz O
H B AI8,
It liketh me evil to here that my preste and pore men be enpaiid,... {33
wherfore that it like you to sende word how my masters schall do at
Heylesdon, ... (7
...and me semyth be hem thei wold fayn plese me. 10
Me thynkkyth be your brotheres wrythtyng that he thynkkyth that... 65
Madam, [lyeketh yow to undyrstand that cheff cause of my wrytyng to yow
at thys season ys thys. 84
JEAFREhEAAS it thinketh me™> it me thinketh™> me thinketh™ I think DEFE %A
B AFRMEENB &, T Paston Letters |3 T me thinketh OBEICA - 72iE
MDIEENRZZEDTH b,
Please @ deferential ZRFEIC DB THIREEFEDH L L EILNXNH 5,
Ples yt yow to wet that I receyved yowyr lettyr... 29
Please yow to wet that I send yow a copy of a deed... 34
OED Tl please it (corruptly pleaseth) you &3 3 X HIC, REE it NEEE
BEABRINTWEXHS H 5,
Pleysed yow to wyte that on Wednesday last Dabeney, Naunton, Wykys, and
John Love werre at Drayton... 35
ZDXHIT please it> pleaseth (pleased)™> pleaseth it X\> > WAz,
Sir, plesyth it to understand that I conceyve by your lettyr whych that ye sent
me. .. (3

3-6 RiE

3-6-1 KREFDEREE LT for to L& {fEDLN T 3,
And he sayde playnly that he had be requeryd so oftyn fore to exameyn here
... b5
Judy tellethe me that your brothere is advysed fore to sue hym. 65

3-6-2 REZD to BARETILH, OED iZ make—to 1ZDU>T archaic & L TW» 5,
Ye have lefre me sweche a remembraulnJse that makyth me to thynke uppe
on yow bothe day and nyth,.. 4
...and lete the kynge and all the lordys of thys londe f0 have knowlech what
hathe be don to us,... 38

3-6-3 7o infinitive & bare infinitive OMENA S 3,
...,preyng you to wete that my modyr sent to my fadyr to London for a
goune cloth. .. 4
And also I pray yow wryte a lettere in my name.., 70
D& & LTId Letter 94 T beseech 7% 5,

3-7 Think BREF X I LAHAHWCT 286, (RERGED it #F T 5K & L3R,
»5b, OED ic X B & Now chiefly in think fit, think proper. L& 5,
..., wherfore I wuld that there myght come down a writ to remeve hym, if

he thynk it be to do. 42
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Item, my modere told me that she thynkyth ryght strange that she may not
have the profectys of clyre ys place in peasabyll wyse fore you. 35

3-8 Do pifEE#EE & L CEHN T3, OED Do.23. 444 L ZORBIIHENLDLT S

& obsolete T With the logical subject of the inf, omitted,... Do bind him=
make somebody bind him, cause him to be bound, have him bound, —1541 &
LT3,

[ pre yow, yf ye dor tak yt uppe on yow, that ye wyl wechesafe to do mak
yt ayens ye come hom ; (dor=dare) 4
I pray yow that ye wyl vowchesave to do bye for me 1 /i. of almandys... 8
3-9 BhEhal
3-9-1 [ will that... OFEL, OEDII obsolete > L Tl>5A,
I prey yow that ye vowchesaf to send word in hast how ye wyl that yore
sone be demenyd herin. 32
Item, I understand be Jon Pampyng that ye wolle not that your sone be take
into your hows., 34
3-9-2 I would that, .. DL, OED 1 L A L obsolete &4 5,
He woold ye xuld knowe hym and serre hym better than ye hare do before
thys tyme... 60
Sche wold wyth rytgh a good will that we xull obyde in here place,... 11

4 WEH Rl
4-1 FEFABRE SN THEDOILTL 5,

Mayster R, Popy, a cunnyng and « crafty man,... 23
And Pyrs Waryn, ..., whych vs a flykeryng felow and a besy wyth Maystere
Phylyp... 35

4-2 A 9 about %FERT 5, OED iIC3RD L HILH B,
A with numeral adjective removes their definiteness, or expresses an ap-
proximate estimate.... An exceedingly common use of a in 14-16 th c¢. Now
obs. except in a few, a great many. ..
a xvi or xx persons, 35/a ii or iii dayis, (9

4-3 None 73% DIEHIT % &5 & #lE LT %, OED 3 none OEFMEA archaic -
LT3,
Othere tydyngys know I none att this tym. 13

44  Like |3 like to, like unto L\ >5FETHDNTI5, OED Tk 5 EHEC DL
archaic ThsbE LT 5,
... the seale of armys is like onto the copy that I send you, and noo thyng
leke to the duke of Suffolkys auncesters... 34

4-5 Had (would) liefer than &\ >S5 TENMEHITL> 5, OEDIC & 5 L, Actual instance
with had might still occur, but only as arch. or dial. &3 %,
..., for T had levere, and it pleasyd you, to be copteness here than at castere,
35
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I wolde ye wern at hom, ..., lever dan a new goune. 5
4-6 Right 73 intensive adverb & L TfEHLN T %, COHHEIL OED I X % LT
X arch. LH 5,
He was rytgh sory of that that was don. 10
Ye ar ryth myche bownde to thank God,... 29

5 HIEz

5-1 RIEEIDTLEDHI
He seyth he hath not usyd to geve a rekenyng nothyre of bred nor all tyll at
the wekys end. 25
...and ther I bode tyll un Wednysday last pasyd. 41

5-2 Fro & from OWESEBEMERAINTLS, Fro OREC2»TE OED &,
Now only Sc. and dial & L Ttr3%,
Purry xall tell you qwhat language wax betwyx Barow and me ghan I kame
fro Walsy(nJgham. 10
I receyvyd a letter frome yow yesterday. 41

5-3 7 7 v AETIL, B toucher D@L touchant HSHiEFIE LTHEDLNSLD, &
NMBEETEFEDLN T B, TOREICDWLT, OED (3 obsolete, rare &1L TH
v, FABIZ13754E 0 H145THEF TThH b, Paston Letters TIE b T D,
He woold no more do in the matere towscheyng yowr syster... 55
...and in esspecial att this sesons fowchyng the matter... 70

5-4 Thank—for, thank—of LMW HDHIBEHMFEHIL TS, OED & of W20 TiL
obsolete & L TISAREFE TORBI L odHiF TLrigin,
...,thankyng yow for the kokyn that... 4
...and thank you heartily of your letters and... 108

5-5 In—wise & on—wise OWIENRH 503, BEFD on—wise I3 1HILH78L, 3RO 144
32T in—wise TdhH b, OED (I orig. on, arch. since 16 th cent. ; OE. also
of 5 from 14 th cent. in
Barow and his felaw spak to me in the most plesaw(nJt wyse,... 10

And therefore 1 knowd have noo leysure to send them yow on that wys,...85

6 Eftan

6-1 PEkts after till, becavse HDHIC that SINZ S TL>%, OED @ That. conj.
1. ¢. 24 3&COREFIMATIE archaic or obsolete & L TL>3,
And after that 1 herd these tydyngys I kowd no rest have in myn hert tyll I
was here, nere I durst nowt owt of the place that [ was tyll that 1 was redy
to ryden ; 11
It was never rememyd syn your departyng, because that be had not the keyes.
30

6-2 REIFE if & 785 EHIL, TOXIHIC that DL T &P 5,
...and yf thay cannot take the value therof there, that then they wyll do
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breke youre tenauntys howsys... 35
...if any thei cowde fynde, that thei shuld take and arest hym and correct
hym,... 42

6-3 That 7SEIEENIZ & < Bkt L DN S,
And than Calle was examined apart be himself, that here worddys and hys
accordyd, ... 55
An in al wyse I avyse you for to be ware that ye kepe wysly youre
wrytyngys that ben of charge, that it com not in here handys that may hurt
you heraftere, 45

6-4 And 75 if & LTHEDNT S,
And 758 if & L TEOLNIZEFICDOWT OED 3KXD X H10H 5,
It may have orinated from ellipsis, as in the analogous use of so, e .g. TII
cross the sea, so it please my lord.” (Shaks) : cf. ‘and it please’; or it may
be conneted with the introduetory and in ‘And you are going ¥ A direct
development from the original prepositional sense, though a priori plausible,
is on historical grounds improbable.
Z LT An OIHICIK
modern editors substitute an for the full and usual in shakespeare and his
contemporaries, ... the intensified and if, an if common in 17 th c.,...
F /- Curme @ Syntax 11 % & An (=if) is still to be heard in our southern
mountains and here and there in New England, &id S#1TL>5,
..., the weche T hope ye wold a be plesyd wyth and ye had be at hom. 32
..., fore and he were ded at thys owyre sche xuld nevere be at myn hart as
sche was. 55 (owyre=house)

6-5 But, but if, without H%& % unless DEHRTH SN T 5%, OED 12k 5 & but @
ORI archaic TH 2 L, but if |3 obsolete (very common from 14 th—16
th ¢), without |3 obsolete * 15 - Tu> 5,

She hathe sey, syn he departyd hens, bvt she myght have hym she wold
never be maryyd. 30

Folkys ben ritgh sore aferd that they wol don moche harm this somer, but if
ther be made rytgh gret purvyans ayens hem. 13

...and now arn in suche casse that non of uus may welle help othere
wythowte that we schuld do that were to gret a dysworeschup fore uus to
do. 65

6-6 Sin, sith, sithen 55 since & L THFEDON T 5, OED 1T X5 & & 4 sin |3 Now Sc.
and North. dial., sith 12Tt Now dial. or arch. &30, sithen {Z2DU>Tld
obs. L% 5,

I wold ye shuld send me word howghe ye doo, and howghe ye have scheryste
for your self syn ye departyd hens. 30

John paston hath be wyth myn Lorde ol Norffolk seyth we entryd,... 41
And yet I knoud not be mery sethyn I had the last lettyr tyll thys day,...29
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7 FBIEE
7-1 i JRE
7-1-1 There HDSFAIC 5 & E5E, Fa BEIET 5,
A. ... wherfore I wuld that there nyght come down a writ to remeve hym, if ye
think it be to do. 42
B. ...in gode feyth there wyll no cryature thynke how fowle and orubelly it ys.
(orubelly=horribly) 43
C. ...for be my trowth ther were browth me sech fydyngys be dyverys personys

ghich ben yowre willerys... 11
OED @ There. adv. DIHAZFARTH 5 & XHAD & S L EHB AN 5543888~
OXBTHENTHY, BOXHILMEFD { 2813 obsolete & L T13.. ~15484F
DI, COXICEZEHEOILH BIFE131633~187T7TEDIPEH ST Do
7-1-2 AR EESBIEIE L BEFD ORD Lo TR BEA, ZOHMGEN no i3 none TE
ST 5K, ZOMERBEEEBACHICENPN 5,
And affer that I herd these tydyngs I knowd no rest have in myn hert tyl I
was here. 11
I nay non leyser have to do wrytyn half a quarter so meche as I xuld sey to
yow... 5
7-1-3 BEHEME, MBEHNENRGARELFATH 2, TOEIHEORENSD %,
I trow and ye essaye Towneshe(n] ore Playtere or sum othere good kuntery
man of owyrs to lend yt yow fore me,... 65
When he hathe doon wyth it he promysyd to delyver it yow. (6
BRI D & 9 18 3HETSHIS & Do
I pray yow send me it as hastely as ye may. @)
7-2 1 hear say LSS LT LIEFELN T %, ik OED Hear. 3. c. DOFHIAT
ERDEHIH %,
by ellipsis of such objects as people, persons, some ome before the infinitives say,
speak, talk, tell, the phrases to hear say, hear tell, etc, of which some are

still in dialectal or colloquial, or occasionally literary, use.

I here sey that ye and Jon of Damme ben sore thrett alway,... 9
...and seyd that he had hard sey that sche loved seche on that here frend
were not plesyd wyth that sche xuld have,... 55

7-3 Metanalysis @
I see nothere hym ne the letter that he schuld have brought. 70
The prys of the todyr bokys besyd that ys xx s. vid.,... 74

7-4 Tmesis ®#|, OED iid—ward OFBICIRD L HITH 5,
4, The type of expression represented by the (now obsolete or archaic) forms
‘to heavenward(s,” ‘to the city ward(s’... is commonnly spoken of as a
‘tmesis’ of the prep. toward(s ... is not historically correct. 6. c.with pro-
noun, me, thee, ect. Now only arch.
...for that is the grettest helpe that ye may have now to your helthe ward. 5
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And also I pray you wryte a letter in my name to Watere, aftere that ye

have knowe myne entent byfore this to hym ward : 108

7-5 Last was, last passed %23 12014 32 EHAH 5, OED @ Be. V. 201Ci13kD

HICH B,

In clauses meaming time : as ‘he came here Monday was a week,’ i. e. he
came here on the Monday a week before Monday last : the phrase became a
mere adjective clause, whence arose remarkable construction, as ‘on the
evening of Saturday was sennight the day fixed’=on the evening of the
Saturday a week earlier than the Saturday before the day fixed. Was is now
generally omitted : I was in London Monday (was) three weeks.

Item, as for Cotton, I entryd into the place as on Sunday last was, and ther
[ abode tyll un Wednysday last pasyd. (1)

I have sent yow word in a letter that I dede wryte on Ouwyr Ladys Day
laste was. 4

7-6 WHOZHFETIZRO LS5 12D A% %, Margaret [$FHICL) OF AL TR 5,

1) at x of clock, 42
2) at xi clok, (26
3) at x at the clokke 21
2), 3) OREK DL TIE OED (i rarer obs. variants were at the clock, and
clock simply & & 01509 ~1712F £ TOHIA H T TL> %,

()

@ N. Davis: Paston Letters(Clarendon Medieval And Tudor Series, Oxford At the Clarendon
Press, 1958), P. wviii

@ N. Davis: The Paston Letters (The world’s Classics 591, Oxford University Press, 1963),
p. Xv

® Paston Letters TIZISDTFID S H 24 A3, The Paston Letters TlE142D 5 £37)5, Margaret
Paston it X AFRKT—FLZLLALNDLAIDTH b,

@ The Paston Letters, p. xvii
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