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Abstract:Inthisbriefarticle,weaimtointroducetheconceptofservicelearninginEFLeducationatOtemae

University.TheseriesofarticlesthatfollowsthenintroducessomeoftheservicelearningcoursesweofferatOtemae

andstudentresponsetothem.
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要 約

本論 は省略的 に大手前大学の英語の教 育お よびContentandLanguageIntegratedLeamingと 言 われる 「内容

言語統合型学習」(CLIL型 学 習)に おけ るサー ビス ・ラーニ ングの思想 を紹介す る。続いて、今 回のジャー

ナルで は大手前大学のサー ビス ・ラーニ ングの学習 と学生 の反応 をい くつか紹介す る。

キ ー ワ ー ド サ ー ビ ス ・ラ ー ニ ン グ 、C-PLATS

ABriefHistoryofService-Learning

Whileservice-learninghasreceivedgrowingattentioninrecentyearsforitsperceivedabilitytocreatecivically,

critically,andgloballyengagedstudents,itsrootscanbetracedbacktotheearlytwentiethcentury,inparticularto

theAmericaneducatorJohnDewey(1859-1952).AlthoughDeweywasperhapstheearliestadvocateofwhatwe

knowtodayasservice-learning,theprocesswasnotarticulatedandnamedunti--967(GilesandEyler,1994:78).

Sincethattime,service-learninghascometobebroadlydefinedasateachingmethodwhereguidedorclassroom

learningisdeepenedthroughservicetoothersinaprocessthatprovidesstructuredtimeforreflectionofservice

experienceandthedemonstrationoftheskillandknowledgeacquired(GilesandEyler,1994;Crabtree,2008).

Service-learningdrawsupontwoeducationalphilosophies:progressivismandpragmatism.JohnDewey,in

hisprogressivepedagogicaltexts,observedthatstudentstendtolearnandretaininformationmoreeffectively

whentheylearnthroughacycleofactionandreflection(Dewey1933,107-115).Heunderstoodthatlearningand

doingareintimatelyconnected;whenstudentsexperiencewhattheyarelearning,thisimprovesthequalityoftheir

learningexperiences.

Indeed,Dewey'sphilosophiesofferabroadfoundationforstudentstoreflectonagivenexperience,an

importantandcrucialfactorinthelearningprocess.Personalexperiencesgainedthroughservice-learningand

communityactionallowtheorytobecomepracticalandmeaningful,especiallywhenthisreflectionreinforcesa
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criticalexaminationthroughanalysis.AccordingtoDewey,reflectionis"anactive,persistent,andcareful

considerationofanybelieforsupportedformofknowledgeinlightofthegroundsthatsupportit."

WilliamJames(1842-1910)hadapragmaticapproachtoeducation.Pragmatismvaluesunderstandingtheory

andtraditionalclassroomconcepts,butmaintainsthatthetheorymustholdvalueandthatthereisnopointin

simplylearningasetofrules.Thus,Jamesbelievedthatteachingmustbecombinedwithaction.Hearguedthat

bookknowledgeisnotenough,andthatstudentsshouldhaveopportunitytoapplyknowledgetoreal-world

situations.Indeed,hefamouslyimaginednon-militarynationalserviceinhis1906address"TheMoralEquivalent

ofWar,"twodecadesbeforeFranklinD.RooseveltcreatedtheCivilianConservationCorpsin1933.

WilliamJamesandJohnDewey,togetherwithCharlesSandersPeirce(1839-1914),promotedpragmaticand

progressiveeducationasawaytoconcretelymakemeaningnotonlyfromlearnedknowledgebutalsofrom

experience.Theireducationalideologiescalledforactiveengagementnotonlyintheclassroombutalsointhe

community,asGilesandEylernote:"ForDewey,pedagogyandepistemologywererelated‐histheoryof

knowledgewasrelatedtoandderivedfromhisnotionsofcitizenshipanddemocracy"(78).

Thetwentyyearsbetweenthe1960sandthe1980ssawawaveofpedagogicalreform,withthebeginningof

educationmovementsfor"multiculturalism,collaborativelearningcommunities,andservice-learning"(Kezar

andRhoads,151).Thesemovementsreachedapeakinthe1990saseducatorsbegantoforegroundtheimportance

ofcivicengagementandglobalawarenessinanincreasinglyinternationalsociety.Service-learning,whetherata

community,national,orinternationallevel,createsactiveandengagedglobalcitizens(Jacoby).

Service-LearningatOtemae

OtemaeUniversity,asmalluniversityintheKansaiareaofJapan,hascreatedaneducationalreformsystembased

ontheprinciplesofprogressivismandpragmatismdescribedabove.Otemae'seducationalphilosophyis

articulatedintoaseriesofsixcompetencies,Creativity,Presentation,Logicalthinking,Artisticsense,Teamwork,

andSelf-control.ThesebasicsocialcompetenciesarereferredtobytheacronymC-PLATS,asisdiscussedina

shortEnglishintroductiontothesystem(Ashihara,2011).Thiseducationreformwasintroducedwiththeaimof

fosteringsociallyengagedandawarestudentswhoarewellequippedtoactivelycontributetopositivesocial

change.Theunderpinningphilosophymakeservice-learninganaturalfitforOtemaeUniversity,andthe

universityencouragesbroadformsofcivicengagement.Theuniversityhostscommunityoutreachlecturesand

events,asksstudentstoparticipateinvolunteerwork,andemphasizestheimportanceofinternshipsandpractical

educationaspartoftheuniversityexperience,tonamejustseveralexamples.

Likeservice-learning,C-PLATSencouragesadialogiceducation,onethatcanbeoutlinedbroadlyinfour

steps.Indeed,thesefburstepsareidenticaltothoseofasuccess血lservice-leamingprogram:

1.Preparation:identifyinganeed,investigatingandanalyzingitandmakingaplanofaction

2.Actions:directresultsofpreparation

3.Reflection:thepausethatgivesstudentstimetoexploretheimpactoftheirlearninganditseffectson
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theirthoughtsandfutureactions

4.Demonstration:evidenceofwhatstudentshavegainedandaccomplished

Inadditiontoencouragingstudentstotaketheinitiativeandparticipateactivelyintheirowneducation,Otemae's

systemalsoencouragedstudentstobecomeproblemsolverswhoareinvestedinlearningfrommanysources,not

justeducators.Learningfrompeersisencouraged,forexample,throughOtemae'sannualpresentationcontest,in

whichallstudentsparticipate.Thispeerlearningextendsintotheclassroomandtheservice-learningprojectsas

well.Further,thedevelopmentofanintegrated,web-basedportfoliosystemthatallowsstudentstotrackand

reflectupontheireducationalandemotionalgrowthoverthecourseoftheiruniversityeducation(Ashihara,Hata,

Kozo,2015).

Otemae'seducationalphilosophythuscreatesstudentswhoaresociallyengagedandequippedwiththeskills

theyneedtoworkwithotherstomakeadifferenceintheworld.Inthatsense,service-learningisanaturaland

importantextensionofOtemae'stransformationalcoursesanditsmissiontotieuniversityeducationtolarger

socialmeaning.

TheInstituteofInternationalEducationinparticularisactiveandengagedincreating,developing,and

maintainingavarietyofservice-learningprograms.WebelieveintheJapaneseimportanceofsociallybeneficial

communitypartnershipsthatworkstomeetcommunity-identifiedgoals.Ourservicelearningprogramsare

developedoutoftheresearchandpedagogyofourinstructors,bringingourclassroomintocloseeducational

dialoguewiththeservice-learningprojects.Indeed,akeydifferencebetweenvolunteerorcharityworkand

service-learningisthelatter'semphasisoneducationasaprimarygoal(Turner,2012),andthedeepengagement

offacultyintheprojectsisabsolutelyintegraltotheirsuccess.

Inthearticlesthatfollow,weintroducetwoservice-learningprojects.Bothweredevelopedwiththeaimof

demonstratingtherelevanceofanEnglish-languageeducationoutsideoftheJapaneseuniversityclassroomand

thesocialactivismsuchlinguisticabilitymadepossible.ThefirstisService-LearninginthePhilippines,aproject

developedandledbyShirleyM.Ando.Astheprojecthasgrownoverthecourseofseveralyears,NorikoMoriand

RobertSheridanhavejoinedandaddedtheirexpertise.

ThePhilippinesService-Learningprojectbroadlyaimstocombineeducationalobjectivessuchascultural

exchangeduringschoolvisitsandtoursofmuseums,hospitals,andotherinstitutions,withcommunity

volunteerismsuchasbeachclean-up.Theprojectwasdesignedtoincludeeducational,serviceandrecreational

components.OtemaestudentslearnedaboutFilipinohistory,culture,languageandcuisinewhileinturntheywere

challengedtoteachgrade8FilipinostudentsaboutJapanese(theirown)history,culture,languageandcuisine.

Thisserviceproject,therefore,wasprimarilyaculturalexchangeanddevelopedtobewhatRichardKielyhas

describedasatransformativeprojectthatchallengedandchangedstudents'worldviews(Kiely,2004).

Thesecondproject,theNagashimaUNESCOTranslationProject,wasdevelopedandledbyKathrynM.

Tanaka.Inthisserviceproject,TanakaandthestudentswerejoinedbyJohnJackson,OzakiKoji,Shikata

Yoshiaki,andRobertSheridan.TheystayedatNagashimaAisei-en,Japan'sfirstnationalhospitalforHansen's

Disease.There,studentslearnedthehistoryofHansen'sDiseaseinJapanandsawthathistorywiththeirowneyes.
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Themaingoaloftheproject,however,wastotranslateintroductorymaterialsintoEnglishinordertomakethesite

moreaccessibletoforeigntouristsaspartofNagashimaAisei-en'sbidtobecomerecognizedasaUNESCO

WorldHeritageSite.Indevelopingtheproject,TanakaaimedtodemonstratetostudentstheimportanceofEnglish

forsocialactivismwithinJapanitself.

Inintroducingtheseprojectshere,wehopetodemonstratetwowaysinwhichservice-learningcanbea

powerfultoolinsecondlanguageteaching.Throughtheseprojects,studentsnotonlyuselanguagetheyhave

studiedintheclassroom,buttheyalsolearntobesociallyactiveandaware.Furthermore,theexperiencesthey

gainontheseprojectsbecomepartofthedialogueintheclassroomandcommunitywhentheyreturntoOtemae,as

wehopethefollowingarticleswilldemonstrate.
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