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Abstract

The objective of this study is to obtain information about wild boar meat for the
traditional Japanese dish “botan nabe”. The Tanba and Sasayama mountain
villages along the Inagawa River are well known for having good wild boar meat.
Wholesale shops buy wild boar meat from groups of special hunters in these areas.
The hunted male boars must be at least 3 years old and weight about 50kg, however
the females, are not suitable to hunt because they give birth after the fall season.
The aged and veteran hunters, most of them male, are now willing to hunt and
supply the wild boar meat not as a source of income, but as a hobby. Their hunting
groups consist of a few licensed persons and some hunting dogs. The hunters are
skillful and knowledgeable in special techniques to eliminate the peculiar smell of
wild boar meat and to preserve the taste of the meat. Wholesale shops in the area

reject meat supplied by amateur hunters or that of boar killed in accidents.
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