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WearepleasedtopublishourthirdvolumeoftheJournalofResearchandPedagogy,acollectionofpapers

bythefacultywhoworkinandsupportOtemaeUniversity'sInstituteofInternationalEducation.Forthreeyears

now,thisjournalhasservedtoshowcasetheoriginalresearchandtheinnovativeclassroompedagogythatinforms

ourcorecurriculumhereatOtemae.

WemoveintothethirdyearsincetheestablishmentoftheInstituteofInternationalEducationwitha

confirmedcommitmenttoprovidingourstudentswithasolideducationintheliberalarts.Ourcurriculumis

designedtosupportcriticalthinking,helpingstudentsdevelopintoactivelycontributingmembersofsociety.Inthis

agewheneducationandliberalideasareincreasinglyendangeredandunderattack,webelieveourcommitmentto

theseeducationalidealsandtoourstudentsisofgreatimportance.

Theresearchandpedagogicalessaysinthisjournalsupportandconfirmoureducationalphilosophies.More

thaneverinthisyearofrisingnationalismandisolationisminmanypartsoftheworld,weareproudtoconfirmour

commitmenttotheimportanceofinternationaleducationandthebuildingofunderstandingandcooperation

betweencountries.ThepiecebyGordonCarlson,whichopensthisvolume,laysoutastrongargumentandpathfor

thefutureofinternationalizationatOtemaeUniversity.ThisisfollowedbyapedagogicalexercisebyJohnJackson,

whoexplainshowacasestudyinecologicalmanagementandtourismconnectslocalculturetotheglobal,andhelp

studentsunderstandtheglobalimpactlocalactivismcanhave.

JamesGraceyandBenHumphreysofferstudiesintoeffectiveclassroompractices.Gracey'spaperlaysout

theimportanceoffailureandhowitunderpinasuccessfulandengagingclassroomlearningexperience.Inhispiece,

Humphreysfocusesontheeffectiveimplementationoftechnologyinvocabularylessons.Bothpapersexplorenew

teachingmethodologiesdesignedtomakeourcurriculumhereatOtemaeengagingandenjoyableaswellas

educational.Inadditiontothesepedagogicalpieces,FujitaMichiyo'sresearcharticlesquestionsthe

implementationofthepatriarchalfamilysysteminJapanandexaminesthewayinwhichsomewomenweremade

theirfamilies'heirsormaintainedadegreeofautonomy.

Thesepedagogicalcontributionsarefollowedbytwoessaysthatareofparticularimportintoday'spolitical

climate.DanielTangarguesfortheimportanceoftheincorporationofPeaceStudiesintoEFLlearningasawayto

teachstudentscriticalpoliticalthinking.KathrynTanakafollowsthiswithanessayonhumanrightsinJapanese

literature,andanargumentfortheinclusionofhumanrightseducationbroadlyacrosscoursesinEFL,the

humanities,andsocialsciences.Collectively,TangandTanakaeffectivelypointtoPeaceStudiesandhumanrights
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educationasawaytonavigatethewideninggapbetweenthepushtowardsglobalizationandinternational

cooperation,ononehand,andtheincreasingwaveofconservativenationalismontheother.

ThevolumecloseswithaselectionofspeechesfromOtemaeUniversity's2016studentEnglishSpeech

Contestandareviewoftheactivitiesofourfacultymembersduringthe2016calendaryear.Wearepleasedtohave

thisopportunitytointroducethebroadintellectualconcernsofourstudentsandourfacultytoanaudienceoutside

ouruniversity.

Asagroup,thearticleswepresentthisyearreaffirmourcommitmenttothoughtfulandengagedcritical

educationandresearch.Weseektocreatestudentswhocanthinkcriticallyandactively,studentswhoaimto

contributetosocietyinmeaningfulways.Thesearticleslayoutsomeofthetoolswedrawupontoachievethese

goals.Wehopethattheyservetoinspireandbringtogethereducatorsfromallovertheworldinserviceofthe

commongoalsweallshare.
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